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are far less likely to give yourself a spiritual stinger or injure 
others in your efforts.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read 1 Corinthians 9:25-27.
 » Read Philippians 3:17.

1. What are some situations in which you might be 
tempted to plow forward without seeing what you 
hit?

2. Who are some possible mentors you could seek out 
for counsel in your life?



give all they’ve got in obedience to their earthly masters, 
knowing that they are really working for their true Master, 
Jesus. He reminds them that their real payday is the eter-
nal reward they will receive from Him.

Paul makes no distinction in what type of work we do. 
Whatever work we are called to can be a means for us to 
honor God. Our work shouldn’t be good only when others 
are watching or done to win praise from other people. But 
instead, our motivation should be to glorify Christ because 
He is our true boss. As we do this, it is essential that we 
keep in mind that Christ’s work on the cross is sufficient 
for our salvation. Our work “for the Lord rather than for 
people” should be freeing, as we are no longer bound by 
the opinions and expectations of people, but instead are 
able to joyously work from a heart of gratitude. Today let 
us approach our work with a grateful heart, seeking to 
bring honor to our Father as we excellently labor in what-
ever work He has called us to do.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read Colossians 3:22-24.

1. In your daily activities, what are some things you can 
do to remind yourself who you’re actually working 
for?

2. Can you think of times in your own life where you 
have seen hard work overcome obstacles?



  

into Christ.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read Ephesians 4:15-16.

1. Can you think of a situation in your life in which 
someone spoke the truth in love to you? How did you 
respond? What was the impact?

2. Are there any “couch sessions” you need to have with 
anyone in your life at this time?



He has prepared good works for us to do before we even 
do them (see Ephesians 2:10). Today, let us ask our Father 
to give us eyes to see Him at work in the world around us 
and to give us grace to build a firm foundation by acting 
on our faith.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read Matthew 7:24-27.
 » Read Ephesians 2:8-10.
 » Read James 1:21-27.
 » Read 1 John 2:3-11.

1. Can you think of situations you have witnessed 
where it became apparent that foundation issues were 
causing big problems? What happened? Were they 
resolved? If so, how? If not, how could they have been 
repaired?

2. Are there any areas where your “stance” may be out of 
balance? Ask God to empower you in any situations 
where you are having a difficult time obeying Him. 
Or, ask God to show you any areas that may be blind 
spots where you are unaware of disobedience.

ALWAYS FALL FORWARD



At times we may feel doomed to failure. That is a lie. There 
is no failure, as Christ has already won. When you recog-
nize that you’ve missed the mark, make sure that you fall 
forward. Repent and move on. Your victory is secure.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read Romans 6:6; 2 Corinthians 5:17; 
Ephesians 4:22; and Colossians 3:9.

 » Read Romans 7:14-25.
 » Read 2 Corinthians 11:24-27.
 » Read Ephesians 6:10-13.

1. Has there ever been a situation where you felt you 
had blown it and considered giving up? What did 
you do? Did you decide to fight on? What was the 
outcome?

2. Can you think of a time when a seeming failure led 
you to a deeper dependence on God, or when you 
gained some new insight or knowledge? Write out 
your experience.

ALWAYS FALL FORWARD



that the path he took in his quest to reach those who didn’t 
know Jesus led him through some extraordinarily difficult 
circumstances. In 2 Corinthians 11:23-27 he elaborates 
on the seemingly impossible number of obstacles that he 
navigated on his life’s journey. One of these episodes is 
recorded in Acts 16:22-32. Paul and his friend Silas were 
arrested and severely beaten with wooden rods. They were 
then thrown into the innermost part of the jail and even 
had their feet clamped down in stocks.

Instead of trying to escape, Paul and Silas started sing-
ing and praying. They were keenly aware that Jesus was 
with them in their trouble. Even when a miracle occurred 
and their chains fell off and all the prison doors opened, 
Paul and Silas didn’t leave. Instead, they shared God’s 
truth about salvation through Jesus with their jailer.

This week, let’s ask our Father to give us the wisdom 
to understand that our path to knowing and serving Him 
may require us to “scrape.” Let’s ask Him not for an easier 
path but for His grace to sustain us through the trials that 
will come. Let’s ask Him to let us find Him in these situa-
tions and to help us trust that He will be with us through 
whatever we face.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read Isaiah 55:9.
 » Read Acts 16:22-26.
 » Read 2 Corinthians 11:23-27.

S

CRAPE

Reflect on a time when it seemed you were having to 
go through trials to get where you thought God was 
leading you. What were your thoughts at the time? 
Was God closing a door? Did you want to go around 
the problem?

2. Why do you think we see this pattern of God not 
only allowing but also sometimes leading His people 
through tough times?



aren’t fixed on the “champion who initiates and perfects 
our faith.” When good things become an end in them-
selves, we are out of balance. Hobbies, leisure, and the 
like, while good and necessary, may sometimes take up 
too much of our time in light of our priorities. Sometimes 
these things may even tempt us to lower our standards so 
that we allow activities into our lives that don’t build up 
our spiritual health. Learning to “go around the fence” can 
enable us to stay on task.

Let’s ask God to direct our steps (see Proverbs 16:9) 
and show us the things that distract us from our goal of 
knowing and serving Him. Then, let’s cast those aside, 
going around the fence toward our goal of knowing Jesus. 
As activities, obligations, and real life throw things our 
way this week, let’s ask ourselves and our God whether 
these things are moving us toward Him.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read Proverbs 16:9.
 » Read Hebrews 12:1-2.

1. Can you think of times (possibly now) when you 
allowed good things to become a hindrance to your 
relationship with God because they took on greater 
urgency or import than they should have? What were 
they? How did you recognize them? What did you do?

GO AROUND THE FENCE

2. Can you think of a time when you (or someone you 
know) simplified life because busyness was preventing 
your living out your priorities? How were those 
priorities identified? How did the simplification take 
place? What steps did you or they take?



to do with the world) is not as  clear   

cut as we may think. 
All that we do can be a means of worshiping and serving 
our Father. Paul says that whatever work we happen to be 
doing should be “all out,” since in all we do we are serving 
Christ (see Colossians 3:23).

Keeping in mind Dad’s words to me, “If you’re going 
to do it, do it the best you can,” I am learning that manag-
ing my time can be my primary challenge. The question 
about how hard to work is answered: “with all your heart”  
(Colossians 3:23, niv). Our work ethic and the quality 
of our work may be the only things many people know 
of us. If they are less than our best, we aren’t representing 
our God as we should. If we do excellent work, it may 
open doors and widen our potential sphere of influence 
(see 1 Peter 2:12; 1 Thessalonians 2:9; Proverbs 22:29).

This week let’s ask our Father to give us wisdom to know 
how to spend our time. In the roles He has called us to, let’s 
ask Him to give us supernatural energy and grace. It is only 
as we learn to know God better that we are able to truly 
work with all our heart in a way that brings honor to Him.

As we are strengthened by His power, we are enabled 
to give full effort through “the second whistle,” knowing 
we are working for Him, not for man.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read Proverbs 22:29.
 » Read Matthew 5:39-42.

T

WO WHISTLES

» Read Colossians 1:10-11.
» Read Colossians 3:23-24.
» Read 1 Thessalonians 2:9.
» Read 1 Peter 2:12.

1. How might the effort you give in your work open 
doors for you to have an impact for God?

2. Write out what you would hope your boss, coworkers, 
friends, or family would say about you and the effort 
you put into the work that you are entrusted to do.



have great vision. Conversely, average backs can some-
times do the spectacular because of great vision.

The story of Balaam illustrates moving forward with-
out proper vision. Balaam had been offered money to go 
and curse the Israelites. Even as he traveled, an angel of 
the Lord was sent to direct his path. Apparently, despite 
his assertion that he would do only what God told him to 
do, Balaam’s heart was set on something else. He wanted 
to go where he wanted to go, not necessarily where God 
was directing him. This angel came and blocked the path 
Balaam was trying to take. Balaam’s donkey could see the 
angel and was trying to avoid him. Balaam, unable to see 
the angel, began to get really angry with his donkey! He 
proceeded to beat the poor animal. Finally, God opened 
Balaam’s eyes so that he could see the angel. The angel told 
Balaam that the donkey’s behavior had probably saved his 
life. Balaam repented and listened to the direction given 
to him by God through the angel. Only when Balaam’s 
vision was restored could he see the right direction to go. 
Let’s ask God to give us a clear vision for where He is lead-
ing us this week.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read Numbers 22.
 » Read Proverbs 3:5-6.

T

 I  OF V

1. What talents or skills do you have that you believe 
God wants you to use to fulfill His purposes for your 
life? List them. Ask God to give you a clear vision for 
how He would have you use them.

2. What are some things that may be obscuring your 
vision? Ask God to open your eyes to any barriers 
that are preventing you from having clear direction or 
vision from Him.



 can—

 

 

and your church needs you!
This week, let’s ask God to show us how and where 

we fit in His body, the church. If you haven’t been attend-
ing, make it a point to go. You are specifically designed 
to be an integral part of His body. God desires a personal 
relationship with you. And He has made it clear that part 
of knowing Him and yourself well involves being a part of 
His “We”—

  

the church.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read John 13:34-35.
 » Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-26.

W

E, NOT ME

1. What are specific areas within your local church 
where you may be able to contribute to the 
functioning of the body of Christ?

2. Think of a time when a Christian brother or sister 
has been there for you or someone you know with 
just what was needed at just the right time. Describe 
it. Ask for God to show you opportunities to be the 
answer to someone else’s prayer.



God” (verse 17). The rest of the armor Paul describes is 
defensive. Only the sword is an offensive weapon. God’s 
Word is your sword.

This week as we live, work, love, and play, let us 
remember that God designed us to be initiators. Let us 
ask God to bring His Word to mind as our only offensive 
weapon against the schemes and lies that the enemy is tell-
ing us. The enemy may be a lion prowling about seeking to 
destroy you. But he has no power against the sword of the 
Spirit, God’s Word. This week, when faced with an enemy 
who wants to hit you, hit ’im first with the Word of God.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read Genesis 1:28.
 » Read Genesis 3:1-6.
 » Read Ephesians 6:10-20.

1. Write a brief description of a situation in which 
someone taking the initiative made the difference 
between success and failure. (It doesn’t have to be a 
spiritual or biblical story.)

2. What was the first Bible verse you memorized? What 
are some other verses you know? Do you have a plan 
for how to memorize passages? Investigate systems 
and methods for memorizing Scripture. (I find the 
Topical Memory System Life Issues Memory Verse Cards 
from the Navigators a helpful resource.)

D

ELIVER THE BLOW



 

day-

  

to-

  

day obedience and work that led to his spectacular 
fight and race results.

As followers of Christ, we are called to leave it all on 
the field every day. As we discussed earlier, the work God 
has called you to is happening in the place He has called 
you to today. This week as we engage in the work we’ve 
been called to, let us keep in mind that we are fighting the 
fight, running the race, and keeping the faith, and that 
our Savior is preparing a place for us as God is preparing 
us for that place. When the clock hits 0:00 and the final 
whistle blows, let’s make sure we’ve left it all on the field.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read John 14:2-3.
 » Read Philippians 1:6.

1. Write your own obituary. What do you want your 
legacy to be? How do you want to be remembered?

2. What are some of the  day-  to-  day actions you can take 
to help you live up to your desired legacy?

L

EAVE IT ALL ON THE FIELD



to transform our minds. Let’s ask God to help us put away 
childish behaviors and reasoning. Let us ask our Father to 
help us put others first and find joy as He enables us to be 
givers rather than takers.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read Psalm 1:1-3.
 » Read 1 Corinthians 13:11.
 » Read Hebrews 5:11-14.

1. What are some practical actions you can take this 
week to be a giver rather than a taker? For your 
family? Friends? Coworkers? Others?

2. Can you think of a time you witnessed someone 
genuinely seeking to put others first, considering 
others’ needs ahead of his or her own? What was 
the situation? What did that person do? How did 
other people respond? What was the outcome you 
observed?

ALWAYS FALL FORWARD



 

self-

  

sacrificial, life-giving love. First, we are told that the 
Father, because He loved, gave. Second, Jesus emphasizes 
how He will show His love to His disciples. Third, Jesus 
makes it clear that we are to love one another as He loved us. 
How did He love us? By giving His life up for us.

As we interact with friends, neighbors, and family this 
week, let’s look for opportunities to love as Christ did. We 
won’t necessarily be called to lay our lives down in physi-
cal death. But we are to look for areas where we can die to 
our own desires for the sake of those we love. Jesus made it 
clear that His kind of love is solid evidence that you are His 
disciple. Our world is looking for the real, the true. This 
Christlike love is not natural. It is supernatural. This week, 
let’s ask the Father to give us opportunities to share His 
love with others. Let’s seek to move beyond liking, which 
is easy for most of us. Instead, let’s go deeper, to loving like 
Jesus did. People will notice. And God will be honored.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read John 13:34-35.
 » Read John 15:13.

LOVING VERSUS LIKING

1. What are some ways you can show love to those 
in your family (or your roommates) this week? Be 
specific.

2. Think of someone in your life who really makes you 
feel loved. Describe why you feel this way and how 
they show you their love.



own reasons for the hope that is in us. God desires for us 
to grow in our ability to engage those in our culture with 
answers to the whys in their lives.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read Matthew 22:37.
 » Read Ephesians 4:15.
 » Read 1 Peter 3:15.

1. Have there been times in your Christian life when 
you struggled with doubt about some aspect of your 
faith? What was it? What did you do?

2. This week, look for resources to help you develop 
a good, rational basis for your faith. These can be 
video series, books, CDs, podcasts, websites, and 
so on. Some books that have benefited me are Mere 
Christianity (C. S. Lewis), More Than a Carpenter 
(Josh McDowell), Evidence That Demands a Verdict 
(Josh McDowell), The Verdict of History (Gary 
Habermas), Who Moved the Stone? (Frank Morison), 
A Shattered Visage (Ravi Zacharias), Scaling the Secular 
City (J. P. Moreland), I Don’t Have Enough Faith to 
Be an Atheist (Norman Geisler and Frank Turek), The 
Case for Christ (Lee Strobel), The God Who Is There 
(Francis Schaeffer), Reasonable Faith (William Lane 
Craig), and Darwin’s Black Box (Michael Behe).

ALWAYS FALL FORWARD



 

Nothing—

 

nothing—nothing can separate you or me from 
the love of our Father. Inevitably, we will make mistakes 
this week. Let us ask God to make us problem solvers, 
rejecting the lies of the Accuser, so that we can be His 
change agents in this world.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read Romans 8:31-38.

1. Are there times when it is difficult for you to admit 
you were wrong? In what type of situations is this 
most common? Why do you think this is?

2. Ask God to show you areas where you are clinging to 
your own record rather than resting in the knowledge 
that God loves you just as you are. Confess these 

N

areas and then let them go. You may even consider 
speaking to a friend or mentor about these areas 
specifically, as God sometimes uses our confessions 
and openness to free us from sin.



 step—  the right start to potentially  life-  giving 
relationships. We want to impact others’ souls with respect 
and godly encouragement.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read Luke 16:10.
 » Read Romans 16:1-16.

A PROPER HANDSHAKE

1. Why do you think we sometimes forget people’s names 
immediately after we’re introduced to them?

2. Here are a couple of practical things you can 
do this week to encourage and show respect to 
others: (1) Repeat someone’s name back to them in 
conversation after meeting them; (2) take a moment 
to write a letter and send it by snail mail to someone 
you care about just to encourage them.



TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read Matthew 25:14-30.

1. What are some specific character areas you’d like to 
grow in? Look over the fruits of the Spirit listed in 
Galatians 5:22-23, and ask God to develop in you 
some of those particular qualities this week.

2. Think through areas where God has given you natural 
talents. Consider how those talents could be used 
to serve in your local church. Talk with someone in 
your church or with a mentor about how you can 
maximize the talents God has given you for the sake 
of others.

ALWAYS FALL FORWARD



 prayed—  
that is, he 

talked out loud to God. He told Him that he wanted to 
be able to love like the Millers loved. He asked for God 
to come into his life and to change him and to give him a 
love for others. And God did. My dad’s life changed from 
that day forward.

In today’s verse, Jesus tells His disciples that the person 
who is faithful in the very little things is faithful also in 
big things. And the person who is unfaithful in the little 
things is unfaithful also in the big things. Jesus lets us 
know that the little things matter!

This week, let’s purpose to do everything to the very 
best of our ability. Let’s ask God to use our obedience in 
the little things.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read Deuteronomy 7:22.
 » Read Matthew 13:31-32.
 » Read Luke 12:2-3.

T

HE LITTLE THINGS MATTER

1. Can you think of a time when someone did a little 
thing that made a difference for you? What was it? 
Why do you think it had the impact it did?

2. What are some “little things” you can do this week to 
convey love to others?



TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read Psalm 150.
 » Read Luke 19:35-40.

1. Try to come up with a list of  twenty-  six characteristics 
of God, one starting with each letter of the alphabet. 
Spend some time praising God for these attributes.

2. What are some things that you get really excited 
about? How do you express your excitement? Ask 
God to create in you a heart that overflows with joy, 
praise, and gratitude for who God is and what He has 
done for you.

ALWAYS FALL FORWARD



who were people of excellence and hard work. In Daniel 
6:3, we learn that “because of Daniel’s great ability,” he 
was distinguished above all others in similar roles. His 
excellence brought him to the point that the king was 
planning to set him over the whole kingdom!

Winning in life, like winning in football games, doesn’t 
come from reinventing the wheel. It comes from consis-
tently acting with excellence and working hard. Excellence 
is related to hard work, but has more to do with who you 
are becoming and how you go about your work. Basically, 
living a life of excellence has to do with your character. 
Ask God to build excellence into your life. Confess to 
Him that it isn’t new plays or new systems that will win 
in your life. It is only as He creates a new you that real 
winning will happen.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read Daniel 6.
 » Read Galatians 5:22-23.

1. Describe what excellence in your field of work 
(or study) looks like to you.

2. What are some things you can do to further develop 
excellence as a lifestyle?

B

ETTER PLAYS DON’T WIN FOOTBALL GAMES



TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read John 14–16.
 » Read Psalm 23.

1. Are you facing any major decisions right now? If so, 
how do you plan to “follow your blocks,” or find 
God’s way through?

2. What are some ways you may sometimes “get ahead 
of your blocks” in your  decision-  making process?

ALWAYS FALL FORWARD



by keeping the listener’s good in mind. As we learn to 
“speak the truth in love” (Ephesians 4:15), we are able 
to follow Jesus’ command to be salt and light in a world 
in desperate need of both (see Matthew 5:13-15). Think 
about those analogies. What does salt do? It preserves and 
seasons food. What does light do? It overcomes darkness. 
It reveals things.

This week, let’s ask God to give us wisdom to know 
how and when to speak. Far more than being a useless 
addition to our coffee money, our words are intended to 
bring truth, life, and love to those in our lives. Let’s ask 
God to help us be the salt and light we were created to be.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read Matthew 5:13-15.
 » Read Ephesians 4:15.
 » Read James 1:19-20, 26.
 » Read James 3:1-12.

1. What are some circumstances in which you find it 
difficult to control your tongue?

2. Why do you think you struggle in these situations? 
Ask God to help you to have  self-  control when faced 
with these challenges.

THAT

 

AND

  

TWENTY-

 

FIVE CENTS



and David would protect Jonathan and his family. Their 
friendship demonstrated selflessness, loyalty, open and 
honest communication, and sacrificial love for each other 
rather than envy. They always looked out for each other, 
whatever the cost.

We also learn in the Bible that God considers us 
blessed when we have friends who are there to help us 
through tough times (see Ecclesiastes 4:9-12). The essen-
tial component to any true friendship is knowing Jesus as 
the Friend who sticks closer than a brother (see Proverbs 
18:24). We learn in John 15:13 that Jesus demonstrated 
the ultimate act of true friendship when He laid down 
His life for us.

This week, let’s thank our Father in heaven for giv-
ing His Son to be our best Friend. Let’s also thank Him 
for those He has brought into our lives as friends and 
ask Him to help us be true friends to them in all we do. 
Additionally, let’s ask God to send us true friends. Let 
us ask Him to bring people into our lives who love Him 
first and therefore are people who are able to truly love 
someone as a friend.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read 1 Samuel 18:1-4.
 » Read Proverbs 18:24.
 » Read Ecclesiastes 4:9-12.
 » Read John 15:13.

ALWAYS FALL FORWARD

1. Why do you think we are sometimes reluctant to talk 
about deeper issues and instead focus only on sports, 
weather, politics, etc.?

2. What are some ways you can deepen your friendships 
with the people God has put in your life?

T



 forty- 
 five minute drive from his home in Tuscumbia. Dad’s life 
was in line with his values. He loved my mom and wanted 
to spend time with her. He made that a priority and did 
it. He really enjoyed spending time with his children and 
grandchildren when it was possible. Most of us didn’t live 
very close to Mom and Dad at the time, so we would 
travel to see him. The other priority that he continued to 
live out was his relationship with God and with his church 
family. He also continued to share with others how God 
had blessed his life.

So many of us want to know that at the end of our 
life God will be pleased with what we did. I think, in that 
regard, my dad lived an amazing life. When asked how 
he wanted to spend his last days, he said, “I want to keep 
doing what I’ve been doing.” Ending our life well comes 
back to living our life well. This week, let’s ask God to 
show us what He wants us to be doing. Let’s pray that if 
it’s what we’re doing now, He would show us that He is at 
work in it. If not, let’s pray that we would realize that we 
are settling for less than the best life He has for us.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read Jeremiah 29:10-14.
 » Read 2 Timothy 4:6-8.

E
VIDENCE OF A LIFE WELL LIVED

1. How can God be glorified through the work you are 
doing now, whether it is your career or schooling?

2. God has plans for all of us. What are some dream jobs 
or ideas you believe God could be leading you to do? 
What are your next steps?



TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read 2 Peter 1:1-10.

1. Are there ever circumstances in which it is hard to be 
a good teammate? What are these situations? Why do 
you think it is difficult?

2. What are some “teams” you are a part of now? Name 
them (family, work, etc.). What roles do you serve 
on these teams? How can you be a great teammate in 
these roles?

ALWAYS FALL FORWARD



sons, and brothers. If you are married, ask that you would 
love your wife as Christ loved the church and gave Himself 
up for her. Ask Him to help you love all the women in 
your life in a way that honors God.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read Ephesians 5:25-28.

1. As a married man, I’ve emphasized the role of 
husbands in this entry. Read 1 Timothy 5 for more 
on relating to a woman who is not your wife. What 
do you think are some reasons for so much disrespect 
toward women in our culture at times (domestic 
violence, objectifying language, etc.)?

2. What are some ways you can “give yourself up” for 
your wife? If you aren’t married, what are some ways 
you can show honor to women this week?

ALWAYS FALL FORWARD



some were fleeing or hiding. Not the best situation for 
the young king. Saul had been instructed by the prophet 
Samuel to wait for him to come and offer the sacrifices. 
On the day Samuel was supposed to arrive, Saul got anx-
ious as the hours passed and the prophet didn’t show up. 
So Saul decided to offer the sacrifice himself. As Saul 
was finishing, Samuel arrived. Samuel told Saul that 
he would lose his kingdom as the consequence of his 
disobedience.

In this passage it is clear that God had a way out for 
Saul even though circumstances didn’t look good, but Saul 
was too impatient to take it. Negative plays in life, like 
negative plays in football, generally occur when we make 
independent, impatient decisions to do our own thing 
rather than what we know we should do.

The remedy for negative plays in our lives is to walk 
in the power of the Holy Spirit. This week, let’s ask God 
to change us from the inside out. Let’s ask Him to help 
us make our decisions under the power and influence of 
His Spirit. Let’s ask our Father to give us patience and 
trust in Him that He will work in whatever situations 
we face.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read 1 Samuel 13:1-14.
 » Read Galatians 5:22.
 » Read James 5:7-8.

A

VOID NEGATIVE PLAYS

1. Can you think of a time when you struggled to be 
patient? Describe it. What did you do? How did it 
turn out?

2. Why do you think we get so impatient at times? Ask 
God to show you the root of your impatience and to 
help you to turn from it and to trust Him.



can’t dig in and expect to move forward. In relationships, 
in business, even in our hobbies, if we aren’t growing, we 
stagnate and stop making progress. As living creatures, 
we are designed to grow. We are also designed with pur-
pose. Like the football player who has the end zone in his 
sights, as people designed in the image of God, we were 
born with purpose. We are meant to live in light of that 
purpose. We were designed to win.

You may have heard the old adage “Idle hands are 
the devil’s workshop.” Second Thessalonians 3:6-13 and 
1 Timothy 5:11-13 indicate that Paul knew idleness could 
lead to sinful behaviors. Scripture is full of references that 
we are to keep moving forward. Becoming a Christian isn’t 
the end of the journey.

This week, let’s look for ways that we can keep our feet 
moving. Let’s ask God to show us ways we can grow in 
our relationship with Him and move from learning about 
Him to actually knowing Him and experiencing Him in 
our lives.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read 1 Corinthians 9:24-27.
 » Read Colossians 2:6-7.
 » Read 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13.

1. What are some things you can do to move forward in 
your Christian life?

KEEP YOUR FEET MOVING

2. What is the difference between knowing about God 
and knowing God? Ask God to help you grow in heart 
knowledge as you grow in head knowledge.



what has been revealed through nature. We read that they 
“suppress the truth” and “claiming to be wise, they instead 
[become] utter fools” (Romans 1:18, 22).

To fear God, we must believe in Him. As we learn to 
fear God, He will give us wisdom and true knowledge. Jesus 
desires that we know the truth. In fact, Jesus tells us that 
as we follow Him, we will know the truth (John 15:14-15; 
John 14:15-17; Matthew 7:24-27). Proverbs tells us that in 
the fear of the Lord we begin to have knowledge and wis-
dom. This week, let’s ask God to help us grow in appropri-
ate fear for Him and His power and holiness. Let’s ask Him 
to cleanse us of pride that would cause us to suppress the 
truth and instead give us hearts to obey Him, that we will 
know the truth and enjoy the freedom He gives as a result.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read Proverbs 2:5.
 » Read Proverbs 9:10.
 » Read Proverbs 10:27.
 » Read John 8:31-32.
 » Read Romans 1:18-23.

1. Why do you think there is so much emphasis on 
pride in the Bible?

2. What are some areas in which you may struggle with 
pride? Ask God to show them to you and to help you 
turn from them and humbly submit to Him.

I
GNORANT VERSUS STUPID



TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Review Luke 16:10; Colossians 3:23; Proverbs 
22:29; Daniel 6; 1 Corinthians 9:24; and Matthew 
25:14-30.

1. How can focusing on winning be detrimental to a 
team or individual?

2. Why do you think we sometimes become obsessed 
with winning?

ALWAYS FALL FORWARD



race He has set before us. Let’s ask Him to have an impact 
in and through us, whatever we do and wherever we are.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read Acts 20:13-38.

1. Who are the people God has placed in your daily life 
at this time? How can God use you to have an impact 
on them?

2. Why do you think we often are looking forward 
to the “next big thing” (e.g., graduation, new job, 
marriage, etc.)? Ask God to help you be “all here” in 
the place He has you now. Ask Him to show you how 
you can have an impact.

ALWAYS FALL FORWARD



God’s intent for authority is generally for the protection 
of the people in their realm (see Romans 13:1-7). Today’s 
verse instructs us regarding those who are our spiritual 
leaders.

As we discussed in week 22, “Follow Your Blocks,” 
God designed us to follow our Leader: Him. He tells us 
He is the Good Shepherd and we are His sheep. He has 
ordained others in our lives to take roles of leadership as 
well. As we learn to submit to others, we will be better 
able to submit to our Father in Heaven. The Bible makes 
it clear that there are times when human leadership may 
be unjust, harmful, and wrong, but we are to submit to 
God above all (see Acts 5:29).

Even so, the bulk of Scripture teaches us submission 
to and respect for those in authority over us. This week, 
let’s ask God to give us submissive hearts to those whom 
God has appointed as our authorities, that we may, by 
our behavior, have opportunity to bring honor to Christ. 
Let’s ask Him to help us learn to trust Him and submit 
ourselves completely to His leading in our lives. For those 
of us in leadership roles, whether at work or at home with 
our families, let’s ask God to help us to be godly leaders 
and to look out for those under our care.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read Acts 5:17-42.
 » Read Romans 13:1-7.

YES, MA’AM; NO, SIR

 » Read Titus 3:1.
 » Read 1 Peter 2:13-15.

1. What are some characteristics of great leaders?
2. Who do you think of when you list those 

characteristics? Who are the best leaders you have 
known in your life?



 want-  

 want-  to to per-
sist through whatever difficulties we are dealing with or 
will deal with in the future. Let’s ask Him to give us con-
fidence that He is good and that He will use these times 
to make us into the people He wants us to be.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read John 16:33.
 » Read Romans 8:28.

1. Can you think of times when you wanted to “go sit in 
the bleachers”? What were the feelings you had that 
led to that desire to give up?

YOUR “

 

WANT-

 

TO

2. Are there difficulties you are facing right now? How 
are you dealing with them? Do you have people to go 
to for help? Are there people you know who might be 
struggling right now? Can you help them?



 best—
Him! I have been the same way so often. Elsewhere in 
Scripture, Jesus makes it clear that obedience to Him is 
evidence that we are truly His followers (see John 14:15, 
31; Luke 6:46).

Jesus has simplified our Christian life: sit at His feet 
and listen to Him and get to know Him. Obedience and 
service overflow out of the time you spend contemplating 
Him: who He is and what He has done for us. Simple. 
But difficult. As a matter of fact, apart from God’s Spirit, 
it isn’t possible. But, through His Spirit, all things are pos-
sible (see Matthew 19:26 and Philippians 4:13).

This week, let’s take time to really sit at Jesus’ feet. Let’s 
ask God to empower us to come to a deeper knowledge of 
Him and what He has done for us, expanding our knowl-
edge beyond our brains to our hearts.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read Matthew 19:26.
 » Read Luke 6:46.

IT AIN’T COMPLICATED

 » Read John 14:15, 31.
 » Read Philippians 4:13.

1. What are some things you’ve done in your life that 
were simple but difficult?

2. Why do you think it is difficult for some people to 
simply sit still listening to and conversing with Jesus?



identity issues as Dad and I hashed out some of our pre-
vious experiences. But then I married my beautiful wife 
and found that the validation that I had sought from my 
father I was now seeking from my wife. Once again, I had 
to work through issues of identity.

God alone validates a human being! No one else is ca-
pable of doing it. As believers we have been created to affirm 
what God alone can validate. As believers, we must train 
ourselves to go to the only One who can give us the valida-
tion we so deeply desire. Jesus Christ lived our perfect life. 
We have His righteousness. Outside of Jesus, God the Father, 
and the Holy Spirit, everyone we seek our identity from will 
inevitably let us  down—  because we’re not supposed to find 
our identity in them. Our identity is in Christ. Read today’s 
verse and this week’s “To Go Deeper” Scriptures to find out 
what God says about us. As you read the verses, keep in 
mind that God doesn’t lie (see 1 Samuel 15:29)!

This week, let’s ask God to show us where in relation-
ships we may be looking for identity and  self-  worth apart 
from Him. Let’s ask Him to help us turn from those areas 
and turn to Him alone to give us our identity and the 
validation we all desire. Let us thank Him for the many 
promises He gives us that He will never let us down!

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read Deuteronomy 7:6.
 » Read 1 Samuel 15:29.

THERE’S ONLY ONE WHO’LL NEVER LET YOU DOWN

 » Read Psalm 17:8.
 » Read Psalm 139:14.
 » Read Hebrews 10:21-23.

1. Do you have relationships that you sometimes allow 
to define you as opposed to relying on God’s opinion 
of you?

2. After reading the passages above, list some things God 
says about you and about Himself.



mouths to bring ourselves glory, and this week, let’s use 
them to build up others and glorify our Father in Heaven.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read Proverbs 10:19.
 » Read Proverbs 13:3.
 » Read Proverbs 15:2, 28.
 » Read Proverbs 18:7.
 » Read Proverbs 18:21.
 » Read Proverbs 21:23.
 » Read James 3.

1. Can you recall a time when you became aware that 
you had probably said too much? What happened?

2. Have you ever been around someone who talked too 
much? How did that person make you feel? What are 
some ways you can check yourself to make sure you’re 
not too loose with your tongue?

ALWAYS FALL FORWARD



thing the main thing. And though we are encouraged to 
count the cost and to plan for the future, we are exhorted 
not to worry, be anxious, or boast about things beyond 
what God has given us to deal with in the present (see 
Philippians 4:6; James 4:14). In the present we are to seek 
Him, seek to live righteously, and seek to be faithful in the 
little things.

This week, each morning, let’s come to God with our 
fears, our anxiety, our worries, and even our plans. Let us 
offer them all up to Him. Then, let’s ask Him to empower 
us to be faithful in what He brings into our lives each day. 
Let’s ask Him to help us focus on one play at a time, trust-
ing that He has already won the victory.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read Luke 16:10.
 » Read Philippians 4:6.
 » Read James 4:14.

1. In your  day-  to-  day activities at this point in your life, 
what does taking it one play at a time look like? What 
processes are involved in your job, studies, and home 
life?

2. Think through the next big project, job, or event 
you may have coming up. Break it down into the 
individual steps required to complete the job. Ask 
God to show you how to be excellent in each step.

ONE PLAY AT A TIME



We know from 2 Corinthians 2:11 and Ephesians 
6:11 that our enemy schemes and strategizes to try to 
destroy us. But Ephesians 6:13-17 also tells us that God 
gives us what we need to defend ourselves. These verses 
tell us to come to our Father with our weaknesses and 
allow Him to be our strength. Notice that in the list of 
spiritual armor in Ephesians 6, everything we are given by 
God is to protect us (our defense) except for His Word. 
His Word is our one offensive weapon. Therefore, we 
must learn to use it!

This week let’s ask God to show us our weaknesses. Let us 
then ask Him for His protection in them. If you need help, 
like accountability of some sort, go to a fellow Christian and 
ask for it (see Ephesians 5:21). Don’t try to ignore or hide 
your weaknesses. Acknowledge them to God and ask Him 
to help you in the battle. Ask God to teach you how to daily 
prepare for battle so that you will be well defended. And ask 
Him to teach you how to use His Word on offense.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read 2 Corinthians 2:11.
 » Read 2 Corinthians 12:9.
 » Read Ephesians 5:21.
 » Read Ephesians 6:11, 13-17.

1. Why do you think we can be very hesitant to share 
our struggles?

ALWAYS FALL FORWARD

2. What are some areas that you know to be a battle 
where you need extra help? Do you have some Bible 
verses to help you shore up your defense in this 
battle? Do you have a trusted friend or mentor you 
can go to for help and accountability?

I



enemy. I know for certain that God blessed me with a 
demeanor that truly doesn’t know a stranger. I didn’t make 
myself this way. Yet there are times when I have found 
myself thinking, Man, I’ve never met a stranger. Aren’t I 
something?!? Lewis explains that oftentimes our pride in 
our  God-  given talents or personality can blind us to God’s 
goodness and His purposes in how He has designed us.

God knows we have a tendency to think more highly 
of ourselves than we ought. That’s why He gave us His 
Word.

Growing up, Dad was always telling us, “Be grateful 
for what God has given you.” That includes who He made 
you to be. This week, let’s confess to God any areas where 
we have wanted to take credit for who He has made us 
to be. Let us thank our Father for His grace in giving us 
the gifts and abilities He has given us. Let us not presume 
upon His grace as though we hit a triple. Let us thank 
Him and ask Him to fully utilize us for His glory in what-
ever circumstances He brings about.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read Proverbs 11:2.
 » Read 1 Peter 5:4-6.

1. What are some things about yourself that are obvious 
gifts that God has given you that may at times be a 
source of pride?

BORN ON THIRD BASE

2. Are you using those things to glorify God? If not, ask 
Him to show you how!



of love. Other men are driven to promiscuity. The con-
quest of a beautiful woman may make them feel worth-
while. Some are simply addicted to the approval of others, 
whether it be their coworkers, bosses, spouses, or children. 
We all need approval. The thing is, we already have it. The 
Bible teaches us that through faith in Jesus we have this 
approval that is the longing of our souls.

In Romans 5:8 we read that God loved us even as we 
were rebelling against Him. That verse tells us that even 
when we were complete failures with no desire to love 
Him back, God loved us and sent Jesus to die for us. God 
made it clear that you are worth everything to Him!

This week, let’s ask God to show us if there are things 
we are doing to try to earn His approval. Let’s thank Him 
for showing us how much He loves us through the gift 
of His Son. Let’s also ask Him to show us any relation-
ships, habits, or patterns where we are seeking approval in 
unhealthy ways. Let’s ask Him to help us give those things 
over to Him, no longer allowing our losses or our victories 
to define us. Instead, let’s allow ourselves to be defined by 
our heavenly Father and who He says we are.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read Psalm 17:8.
 » Read Psalm 139.
 » Read Isaiah 64:6.
 » Read Romans 5:8.

DON’T BE DEFINED BY YOUR LOSSES OR YOUR WINS

1731. Can you think of a time when you let a win or a loss 
define you? Describe it. How did it make you feel, 
behave, or treat others?

2. Are there losses from your past that you have 
continued to let the enemy use to define you? Ask 
God to show those things to you. Give them to Him 
and ask Him to show you the truth about who He 
says you are.



thank Him for the fact that He is always with us. Let us 
ask Him to help us when we face rejection for standing for 
Him and to give us strength to live in light of His purpose 
for our lives.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read Matthew 8:19-22.
 » Read Matthew 10:37-39.
 » Read Matthew 28:20.

1. Can you think of a time when you compromised to 
keep the peace instead of doing what you knew to be 
best? What was the result?

2. Can you think of a situation in which you did the 
right thing and ended up feeling rejected and alone? 
Describe it. What was the ultimate result?

ALWAYS FALL FORWARD



forgiving us. Let’s also praise Him for the fact that He is 
in control. He isn’t limited by our sin and mistakes. Let’s 
ask Him for the zeal to give 100 percent effort to getting 
to know Him through spending time with Him in prayer 
and reading His Word. Then let’s trust Him to work all 
things for good, even when we mess up.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read Genesis 37–50.

1. Can you think of a circumstance in which an 
apparent mistake turned out for good? Describe it.

2. How does knowing that God can use even our 
mistakes for good make you feel? Have you ever been 
afraid to do something for God because you were 
afraid you’d mess up? Don’t be afraid. He’s got this!

ALWAYS FALL FORWARD



us grace and wisdom to know how we might approach 
these people and truly love them, as He has loved us.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read John 13:34-35.

1. Who are some people you interact with whom you 
may be able to encourage?

2. Are there any groups in your city or town or school 
that you believe God is calling you to love? How 
might you go about doing this? Would you need to 
enlist the help of others? Your church? Think about it. 
Ask God to show you what to do.

ALWAYS FALL FORWARD



should just curse God and be done with it. Job responded, 
“Should we accept only good things from the hand of 
God and never anything bad?” (Job 2:10).

Life is more like a football than a basketball. It bounces 
unpredictably. Our stability has to come from our knowl-
edge that God is good. God is gracious. And God is in 
control. This week, let’s praise God for His goodness, 
mercy, and grace, and for the fact that He is in control. 
Let’s ask Him to help us accept whatever circumstances 
come our way in submission to Him. Let’s trust that He 
actually controls the way the ball bounces and He has 
promised He is looking out for us.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read Matthew 1:1-17. Study these people’s lives to 
see how God uses surprising means to accomplish His 
purposes.

 » Read Matthew 5–6.

1. Can you think of a time in your own life when you 
wondered why God was allowing things to happen 
the way they were? What was going on? How did it 
work out? Is it happening now?

2. What are some things we can do when we find 
ourselves questioning our circumstances? List some 
dire situations from the Bible in which God showed 
that He was still in control.

ALWAYS FALL FORWARD



down on them. In spite of knowing they were going to 
get hammered, they caught the ball and tucked it away.

In life away from sports, it’s even more important for 
us to remain focused on our primary objective, even when 
life may be throwing all sorts of obstacles in our way. Some 
of the more heroic lives we admire are those whose cir-
cumstances would naturally have caused someone to lose 
track of their purpose. Instead, these heroes stayed true to 
their calling. A few people whose lives have inspired me are 
Desmond Doss, Martin Luther King Jr., Joni Eareckson 
Tada, Eric Liddell, Jim Elliot, and Bruce Olson. I encour-
age you to look these people up and read books or see 
movies about their lives. They are truly inspirational.

This week’s verse exhorts the church to remain focused 
on Christ, giving Jesus as an example of someone who 
lived life with God’s purpose as His ultimate ambition.

This week, let’s make it a point to keep our eyes on 
Jesus. Many things in our lives will tempt us to take our 
eyes off the ball. Let’s ask God to help us remain focused 
on Him. Regardless of the daily distractions that may 
come our way or whatever weapons the enemy may use 
to try to bring us down, let’s ask our Father to enable us to 
concentrate on Him and His purposes for each moment.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read 1 Corinthians 2:2.
 » Read Hebrews 12:1-3.

LOOK THE BALL ALL THE WAY IN

1. What are some things in life that can be distractions 
for you, that cause you to take your eyes off the ball 
of your priorities?

2. What are some practical things you can do on a daily 
basis to help you stay focused on what’s important?



who didn’t walk the walk, so to speak. Dad didn’t want 
his son to be someone who talked a big game but then let 
people down. He knew that my intentions were sincere, 
just like Kramer’s. But he also knew that wanting to do 
something and talking about it were very different from 
actually doing it.

In today’s verse, James writes about the need to take 
action. Earlier in his letter, he says that the evidence of 
our faith is the action we take. James is telling us that just 
talking the talk without walking the walk is useless.

This week, let’s ask God to make us people of action. 
Let’s pray that God would make us doers of the Word and 
not just talkers. Remember, God accepts us because of what 
Jesus did, not because of anything we do. James is telling 
us that if we really believe this to be true it will show up in 
the things we do. Let’s thank our Father for this amazing 
grace He shows us by accepting Jesus’ work on our behalf. 
Then, let’s ask Him to give us the motivation and courage 
to go express our faith by doing things that demonstrate 
that Jesus is working in and through us each day.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read James 2:14-26.

1. Are there areas of your life in which you tend 
to procrastinate? What are they? Why do you 
procrastinate?

J

UST DO IT

down on them. In spite of knowing they were going to 
get hammered, they caught the ball and tucked it away.

In life away from sports, it’s even more important for 
us to remain focused on our primary objective, even when 
life may be throwing all sorts of obstacles in our way. Some 
of the more heroic lives we admire are those whose cir-
cumstances would naturally have caused someone to lose 
track of their purpose. Instead, these heroes stayed true to 
their calling. A few people whose lives have inspired me are 
Desmond Doss, Martin Luther King Jr., Joni Eareckson 
Tada, Eric Liddell, Jim Elliot, and Bruce Olson. I encour-
age you to look these people up and read books or see 
movies about their lives. They are truly inspirational.

This week’s verse exhorts the church to remain focused 
on Christ, giving Jesus as an example of someone who 
lived life with God’s purpose as His ultimate ambition.

This week, let’s make it a point to keep our eyes on 
Jesus. Many things in our lives will tempt us to take our 
eyes off the ball. Let’s ask God to help us remain focused 
on Him. Regardless of the daily distractions that may 
come our way or whatever weapons the enemy may use 
to try to bring us down, let’s ask our Father to enable us to 
concentrate on Him and His purposes for each moment.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

2. What are some ways that you can put your faith into 
action in your  day-  to-  day life this week? List them 
below and share them with a friend or mentor who 
can help keep you accountable in your quest to be a 
person of action.



company of the dead, where you’re most certainly headed” 
(Ecclesiastes 9:7-10, msg). That may sound a bit morbid. 
But the reality is that our time here on earth is limited. 
The Bible describes our life as “but a breath” (Psalm 39:5). 
Knowing this to be true, let’s ask God to give us grateful 
hearts as we live our lives this week. Let us begin each 
day with a conversation with God, thanking Him for the 
gift of that day. Let us then ask Him to help us feel His 
pleasure as we seek to live out His purpose for our lives.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read Psalm 39:4-5.

1. What do you truly love to do? What would a perfect 
day look like?

2. What would the perfect job look like? What are some 
of your natural gifts?

ALWAYS FALL FORWARD



into a deeper relationship with Himself. Let’s acknowledge 
that even His discipline is for our good. Let’s thank Him 
that Jesus took our punishment, and if we find ourselves 
in a situation where we need His loving discipline, let’s 
submit to Him, knowing He is a loving Father.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read Genesis 1:26.
 » Read Psalms 25:8; 32:8.
 » Read John 14:16-18.
 » Read Hebrews 12:5-11.
 » Read 1 Peter 2:21-23.

1. Who are the people God has entrusted you to lead? 
Are you following this biblical model in your leading?

2. Think about the differences between punishment and 
discipline. List them.

3. Remember that all God’s punishment was poured out 
on Jesus. Discipline is for our good to direct us back 
to the right path.

ALWAYS FALL FORWARD



divided past and unite His church across all racial and eth-
nic differences.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read John 15:13.
 » Read Philippians 2:3-4.

1. Are there any people groups, races, or ethnicities you 
have a difficult time unconditionally loving or with 
whom you feel uncomfortable? Ask God to show you 
any areas you may be unaware of.

2. Think of opportunities you may have to engage with 
people who come from a different background than 
you. Speak to others in your church about planning a 
project with another church, possibly across town, in 
another part of the country, or in a different country.

ALWAYS FALL FORWARD



with any relationship, it requires work to get to know 
God. Spending time reading and studying the Bible is a 
good start. Developing the habit of memorizing Scripture 
is also extremely beneficial. Spending time in prayer is 
essential. For those to whom all this may be new, my pas-
tor encourages starting with just five minutes of Bible 
reading, five minutes of prayer, and five minutes of praise, 
such as listening to and singing along with some worship 
music. God is going to complete the work He has begun 
in you. This week, let’s ask Him to show us how we can 
better participate in His improvement plan for each of us.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read Matthew 25:14-30.
 » Read Philippians 1:6.
 » Read Colossians 3:23.

1. Are there areas in your life where you feel you may be 
on cruise control? What are they? Can you think of 
ways to implement a development plan for them?

2. What is an area in which you are already skilled and 
feel you could grow even more? Seek to develop a 
growth plan in this area of gifting.

ALWAYS FALL FORWARD



and went to Ecuador in the early 1950s. He went 
with the purpose of reaching indigenous peoples with 
the truth of the possibility of a relationship with God 
through faith in Jesus. Ultimately, Elliot and four other 
men embarked on a mission to reach the Huaorani 
people. The Huaorani were known for their violence, 
and no Christian missionaries had ventured into their 
territory for centuries. After seemingly making strides in 
developing a positive relationship with the tribe, Elliot 
and his four teammates were murdered by the Huaorani. 
Earlier in his life, Elliot had been quoted as saying, “He 
is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what 
he cannot lose.” That sounds a lot like what Jesus said 
in today’s verse.

God desires our lives to be filled with love and pur-
pose. He tells us clearly that clinging to life and miss-
ing Him is no life at all. So this week, let’s ask God to 
show us areas where we may be clinging to our own 
lives. Let’s ask Him to teach us how to let go and then 
to empower us to do it. There are definitely worse things 
than dying. God wants us to truly experience life as it 
was intended.

TO GO DEEPER THIS WEEK . . .

 » Read Jeremiah 29:11.
 » Read Matthew 28:18-20.
 » Read John 10:10.

THERE’S WORSE THINGS THAN DYING

1. What are some ways you may cling to your life rather 
than dying to yourself?

2. What are some specific areas where you believe God 
intends for you to have an impact?
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