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C h a p t e r  1

R O OTS

Why We Step into Bunkers

Bunker mentality: An attitude of extreme defensiveness and self-
justification based on an often exaggerated sense of being under 
persistent attack from others.1



Jack speaks/acts harshly or carelesslyWalls get higher; bunkers get deeper;

attacks intensify

Jack gets offended and very defensive

Jill gets offended and very defensive

Jill’s defensiveness prompts her to act offensively



1. Is fear driving out love in your life? From where does this fear come?

2. How are you tempted to be prideful? What helps you overcome
that pride?

3. What cycles of hate or violence do you see in your world?

4. Is there a “sin beneath the sin” in your life that needs to be addressed?

5. Whom can you ask to help you grow healthier roots?
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SP I R I T UA L 

T H R E AT

This war will be a violent incentive to Futurism, for we believe there 
is no beauty except in strife, and no masterpiece without aggressiveness.
C. R. W. Nevinson



1. What’s the most ridiculous fight you’ve ever seen?

2. Is there something silly (when placed in its proper perspective) that
keeps causing you to fight?

3. Have you bunkered down with a personal preference, political
camp, or religious circle and drawn an unnecessary line of
demarcation?

4. Why is God so concerned about divisive people in the church?

5. When do you say to God, “I’m good,” when you should be saying,
“Help”?
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C O LLAT E R A L 

DAMAG E

The frontline soldier was only concerned with . . . a hundred yards or 
so on either side of him and that in front of him. We pinned sandbags 
to the side of the trench with cartridges to cover up corpses.
George Coppard, Royal West Surrey Regiment, WWI



1. When have you been “unintentionally” wounded by others living
in a bunker?

2. Why does Jesus speak so sternly to those who cause harm to
children?

3. Who’s following you, watching how you walk through life? What
do you think they are learning from you?

4. List three people (or groups of people) who might be watching you
from a distance. Is that a good thing for them?

5. Have you honestly owned the influence you have in the lives of
others?
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F R I E N D  O R  FO E

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.
John 10:10



1. Why are we so quick to make enemies?

2. Does someone view you as their enemy? Why?

3. Which of the four “loved ones” do you need to view as a friend and
not as the enemy?

4. Whom have you mislabeled as “enemy”? Will you commit to no
longer viewing them as an enemy? This may take work and help
from others, but it begins with your commitment.
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A R E  YO U  I N 

A  BU N K E R ?

Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in 
the way that sinners take or sit in the company of mockers.
Psalm 1:1



1. What are the three biggest feuds you see in your world?

2. Are you guilty of wanting to “call down fire” on someone?

3. What bunkers have you entered?

4. How have bunkers damaged your life? How have they damaged the
lives of those around you?

5. Are you committed to learning a new way?
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DAU N T I N G 

AN D  I N V I T I N G

What one does when faced with the truth is more difficult than 
you think.
Wonder Woman



1. Does walking toward no man’s land, away from the figurative
bunkers in our world, look more daunting or inviting to you?

2. Do you think you’ve pursued a biblical principle at the expense of
another? How so?

3. When do you feel the uncertainty of not knowing which good
thing/biblical principle to pursue?

4. When have you felt attacked by opposing sides?

5. Are you willing to begin exploring the biblical principles God has
called you to pursue? Are you open to change?
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G R AC E  AN D  T R UT H

Truth without love is brutality and love without truth is hypocrisy.
Warren W. Wiersbe



1. How did the Pharisees intend to trap Jesus in John 8?

2. Make a list of the different emotions and thoughts you think the
woman had during her few minutes with Jesus.

3. Are there some “yes or no” questions that you need to start
answering with more nuance, as Jesus did?

4. Which quadrants have you inhabited?

5. What did you learn from the story of Dan Cathy and Shane
Windmeyer? Can you recall similar stories?
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W I S D O M  AN D  TACT

When Arioch, the commander of the king’s guard, had gone out to put 
to death the wise men of Babylon, Daniel spoke to him with wisdom 
and tact.
Daniel 2:14



1. What do you think it was like for Daniel to serve Nebuchadnezzar?

2. Are you more apt to proceed without wisdom or tact?

3. Which of the principles that helped Daniel live with wisdom and
tact most needs your focus? Do you need to ask questions, show
restraint, pray, or obey—or do several of those things together?

4. Is there an area of your life in which you need to quit worrying
about the outcome and just obey? What will that look like?

5. Please take some time with the prayer exercise today. Please don’t
skip it.
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G E N T LE N ES S 

AN D  ST R E N GT H

Through patience a ruler can be persuaded, and a gentle tongue can 
break a bone.
Proverbs 25:15



1. When have you seen gentleness and strength exemplified?

2. Do you think you’re more like the horse needing a whip or more
like the horse sensing God’s gentle nudges? Can you think of
examples?

3. Which of the three “enemies of gentle strength” poses the biggest
threat to you? Selfishness, insensitivity, or spiritual laziness?

4. How is Jesus the Good Shepherd? What does that look like
practically in your life?

5. Thank God for being our Gentle King and tell him your heart
is open to being filled with his gentleness and strength.



C h a p t e r  1 0

C O N V I CT I O N  A N D 

D I S C E R N M E N T

This is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in 
knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what 
is best and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with 
the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory 
and praise of God.
Philippians 1:9-11



1. What are your top five convictions?

2. When have your convictions collided?

3. Name some modern-day examples of the “Should you pay taxes or
not?” question that bait people into bunkers.

4. Are you a discerning person?

5. Ask God to guide your convictions and discernment so you can
follow him even when tricksters surround you.
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S H R E W D N ES S 

AN D  I N N O C E N C E

I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as 
snakes and as innocent as doves.
Matthew 10:16



2. How do you typically respond to questions that might bait you into
a bunker?

3. Has there been a recent time you wished you would’ve responded
to a question as Jesus demonstrated? How so?

4. Did you make the list of those with shrewdness and those with
innocence? What did you discover?

5. How can you grow in shrewdness and innocence? Pray for your
mind and heart to be like Jesus’. Write down one commitment
you’ll make to grow in both areas this week.

1. Is there a part of you that reacts against the command to be either
shrewd or innocent? Which one? Why?
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H U M I L I T Y 

AN D  C O U R AG E

Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not 
many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; 
not many were of noble birth. But God chose the foolish things of the 
world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to 
shame the strong. God chose the lowly things of this world and the 
despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that 
are, so that no one may boast before him. It is because of him that you 
are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, 
our righteousness, holiness and redemption. Therefore, as it is written: 
“Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.”
1 Corinthians 1:26-31



1. Is it easier for you to be courageous or humble?

2. What are you tempted to consider more highly than you ought
(Romans 12:3)? Your career, education, ideas, looks?

3. When have you seen someone, like Chuck Thomas, bring peace to
a divisive situation?

4. When are you apt to speak too much? How can you begin listening
in this situation?

5. Pray about any divisive issue in your sphere of influence. Is God
calling you to act?
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T H E  WAY  T H R O UG H

No matter how much we wanted to be out of the minefield, the rule was 
never rush, take your time. . . . “Once you make a false step, a hundred 
lifetimes cannot redeem it.”  1



1. Are you more apt to freeze with fear or charge carelessly ahead?

2. Which of the issues we’ll discuss causes you the most stress?

3. What helps you paddle both quickly and cautiously?

4. Are you willing to humbly self-examine your heart and explore
the “paths to freedom” related to these topics?

5. Ask God to teach you how to navigate the specific issues we’re
about to explore.
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D I V I D E D  D I VE R S I T Y

Speak justice. Do justice. Forgive the unjust. That’s the way of Christ. 
No way around it.
Carlos A. Rodríguez



1. Do you encourage others in their genuine efforts to bring about
reconciliation, even if there are a few flaws in their steps?

2. About whom are you inclined to make snap, prejudiced judgments
based on how they look?

3. Are you willing to

a. Initiate friendships with people different from you?

b. Speak out against prejudice, just as Paul rebuked and restored
Peter (Galatians 2)?

4. How could your church become a healing agent in your
community?

5. Which of the four steps do you need to next take (encourage one
another, listen, be gracious, or practice hospitality)? Pray about how
you’ll take this step.
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P O L I T I CA L  MAY H EM

What have you done to the world, politician? You separate brother from 
brother like a magician.
Jon Gibson, “Metal Machine”



1. What has shaped your political views?

2. What kind of political stance would someone have to take in
order for you to quit caring about their soul? Has your anger
over political differences usurped your compassion for that
person?

3. Do you think you need to become more informed or less consumed
with national politics? What steps should you take to do so?

4. Do you listen to and learn from people with different political
perspectives?

5. With the political leader whom you most dislike, do you encourage
others to hate him/her, or do you encourage others to pray for him/
her? Take time to pray now and commit to praying as you move
forward.
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C LAS S  WA R FA R E

Give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily bread. 
Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you and say, “Who is the 
Lord?” Or I may become poor and steal, and so dishonor the name of 
my God.
Proverbs 30:8-9



1. How are the socioeconomic classes divided in your city? How are
they brought together?

2. Are you more apt to look with disdain at the rich or poor?

3. Has your attempt to help someone ever caused more harm than
good?

4. Which of the four responsibilities do you need to accept? How can
you do so?

5. Are there some leaders from a church or benevolent ministry with
whom you can share this chapter? Pray for your church’s efforts to
bless those with too little and to provide opportunities for those
with plenty.
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G E N E R AT I O NA L 

D I S C O R D

When an old man dies, a library burns to the ground.
African proverb



1. Has your family and environment shown you a healthy picture of
generational unity? How?

2. Who has mentored/invested in you? What did this look like?

3. Are you investing in someone younger than you? Whom? If not,
is there someone on your radar?

4. What are some ways your church could promote generational
unity?

5. Would you schedule one hour of praying and dreaming about
how you (or your family, friends, or church) could promote
multigenerational unity?
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FA I T H  F I G H TS

Whatever disunites man from God, also disunites man from man.
Edmund Burke



1. Have issues of faith caused division in your life? Your church?

2. Why was Jesus so concerned about the church’s unity?

3. What “disputable matters” (issues that should be left for opinion)
are being mistaken for matters of doctrinal faith (not to be
compromised)?

4. How are you intentionally discipling others? Is inconvenience
preventing you from discipling someone else?

5. What can you do today to grow in your ability to instruct someone
else in the way of the Lord? How can you take a baby step? Pray
about this.



E P I LO G U E
A Hill on Which to Die

Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond 
of peace.
Ephesians 4:3



1. What have you learned to identify as a “bunker”?

2. What molehills have you treated as mountains?

3. What will you be doing differently since reading this book?

4. Would you commit to reading Revelation 7:9 every day this week?

5. Spend some quiet time praying about your journey from bunkers to
no man’s land to freedom.



Notes

CHAPTER 1:  ROOTS

1. The Free Dictionary, s.v. “bunker mentality,” accessed November 30, 2017,
https://www.thefreedictionary.com/bunker+mentality.

2. First Christian Church of Chicago is an ethnically diverse church committed
to changing its South Chicago neighborhood. By The Hand Club for Kids
now has four Chicago locations helping over one thousand of the most at-risk
youth in Chicago find abundant life. I love both places deeply. See http://www
.firstchristianchicago.org; http://bythehand.org.

3. Due to the pushback, officials changed their minds and kept Manierre open. For
an insightful article, see http://www.dnainfo.com/chicago/20130322/old-town
/ cps-school-closings-put-focus-on-gang-territories-neighborhoods.

4. 2 Chronicles 10.
5. Dr. Timothy Keller, “Preaching to the Heart” (lecture, 2014 John Reed Miller

Lectures on Preaching, Jackson Reformed Theological Seminary, Jackson, MS,
November 11–13, 2014).

CHAPTER 2:  SPIRITUAL THREAT

1. Stephen Rex Brown, “Coal All Around! South Carolina Family Nearly Comes
to Blows over Christmas Tree: Cops,” New York Daily News, December 11,
2013, http://www.nydailynews.com /news /national /south-carolina-family-blows 
-christmas-tree-cops-article-1 .1544389 #commentpostform.

2. Doesn’t this line sound like the start of a great book or movie? Hollywood, we
need another bucket movie!

3. “Beyond the Pail—The Unbelievable War for the Oaken Bucket,” Military History
Now, June 26, 2012, http://militaryhistorynow.com/2012/06/26 /beyond-the-pail
-the-unbelievable-war-for-the-oaken-bucket/. See also Wikipedia, s.v. “War of the
Bucket,” last modified November 8, 2017, 2:58, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War
_of_the_Bucket.



4. Love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and
self-control.

5. Kenny Boles, s.v. “factions,” https://occ.edu/events/words. (You can find other
helpful Greek word studies from Boles at this site too.)

6. See 1 Corinthians 5.
7. Luke 7:47.

CHAPTER 3:  COLL ATERAL DAMAGE

1. Genesis 25:19-34.
2. Genesis 37:1-4.
3. Mark 9:42.
4. Please read more about Blackbox at blackboxinternational.org.
5. 1 Timothy 4:12.
6. 1 Peter 2:12 (msg).

CHAPTER 4:  FRIEND OR FOE

1. Général Alexandre Percin, Le Massacre de Notre Infanterie 1914–1918 (Paris: Michel
Albin, 1921). Percin supported his claims using hundreds of items of correspondence
from officers and men who had served in the French army in WWI.

2. Matthew 6:21.
3. Sun Tzu, The Art of War, trans. Lionel Giles (CreateSpace, 2016), 9.
4. Richard Furman, “Exposition of the Views of the Baptists Relative to the

Coloured Population . . . ,” The Gilder Lehrman Center for the Study of Slavery,
Resistance, and Abolition, accessed November 30, 2017, https://glc.yale.edu
/ exposition-views-baptists-relative-coloured-population.

5. Richard Furman, “Exposition of the Views of Baptists Relative to the Coloured
Population in the United States in a Communication to the Governor of South
Carolina,” 2nd ed. (Charleston: A. E. Miller, 1838), 6.

6. While this topic deserves more than a note, I must address a tragic mistake that is
often made. People are saying, “Because some misused the Bible to defend slavery,
we can never trust our own interpretation.” This is foolish. A helpful question is
“Did the slavery-defending preachers correctly interpret Scripture?” And a wise
person concludes, “Because many have misused and misinterpreted Scripture, we
must be more cautious, humble, and studious when reading, even if it means we
come away ‘undecided’ on certain issues.” Abraham Lincoln offered a constructive
perspective on religious warfare. “My concern is not whether God is on our side;
my greatest concern is to be on God’s side” (Rev. Matthew Simpson attributed
this quote to Lincoln in his address delivered at Lincoln’s funeral).

7. Ephesians 6 explains who our battle is not against and who it is against, and also
describes the weapons we have.

8. John 13:35.

CHAPTER 5:  ARE YOU IN A BUNKER?

1. I have no clue about Clooney’s political leanings. I thought about looking it up,
but instead chose to watch O Brother, Where Art Thou? in ignorant bliss.

2. John Piper, Bloodlines: Race, Cross, and the Christian (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2011).
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CHAPTER 6:  DAUNTING AND INVITING
1. The movie Warhorse depicts this well.
2. I have listened to the sermon Hill preached at his wife’s funeral more than any

other in my life. See http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T-WZyV6LMK0.

CHAPTER 7:  GRACE AND TRUTH
1. Dr. Henry Cloud, Changes That Heal: How to Understand Your Past to Ensure a

Healthier Future (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1993), 23.
2. Dr. James Emery White, “Grace and Truth,” Crosswalk.com (blog), October 8, 2012,

http://www.crosswalk.com/blogs/dr-james-emery-white/grace-and-truth .html.
3. John 14:6.
4. Dietrich Bonhoeffer and Gerhard Leibholz, The Cost of Discipleship (New York:

Macmillan, 1958).
5. Randy Alcorn summarizes his book The Grace and Truth Paradox with this quote,

which can be read here: http://www.epm.org/resources/2010/Mar/13/grace-and
-truth-paradox-responding -christlike-bala/ (accessed November 30, 2017).

6. Caleb Kaltenbach, Messy Grace (Colorado Springs: WaterBrook Press, 2015). See
http://messygracebook.com.

7. Shane L. Windmeyer, “Dan and Me: My Coming Out as a Friend of Dan Cathy
and Chick-fil-A,” HuffPost (blog), January 28, 2013, http://www .huffingtonpost
.com/shane-l-windmeyer/dan-cathy-chick-fil-a_b_2564379.html.

CHAPTER 8:  WISDOM AND TACT
1. My missionary friends in countries where the gospel cannot be openly preached

see God continue to influence people through dreams. Many cultures understand
dreams to be direct communications from God, not the result of bad pizza.

2. Daniel 2:5.
3. Daniel 2:9.
4. Dictionary.com, s.v. “tact,” accessed November 30, 2017, http://www.dictionary

.com/browse/tact.
5. Daniel 1:5-14 implies that Daniel asked, “Will you agree to this experiment/challenge?”

Daniel also asks a question to Arioch in Daniel 2:15 and to the king in Daniel 2:16.
6. Daniel’s three friends were named Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. Nebuchadnezzar

assigned them new names, which I’ll use for the sake of familiarity.
7. God did choose to save them. See Daniel 3, especially Daniel 3:18.
8. See Daniel 6.
9. I respect this general policy. It’s not ideal to adopt a child while preparing to birth

one too. That’s a lot to ask of parents.
 10. My paraphrase; see Daniel 2:27-35.
 11. My paraphrase; see Daniel 2:37-45.
12. For a great example with many parallels, see the story of Joseph, who served Pharaoh.
 13. Matthew 22:21. More about this statement later.
14. Nate Boyer, “Ex-Green Beret Nate Boyer Writes Open Letter to Trump, Kaepernick,

NFL and America,” ESPN, October 13, 2017, http://www.espn.com /nfl/story/_ / id
/21003968/nfl-2017-ex-green-beret-nate-boyer-writes-open-letter -president-donald 
-trump-colin-kaepernick-nfl-united-states-america.

N O T E S



CHAPTER 9:  GENTLENESS AND STRENGTH
1. Plato, Plato’s Republic, trans. G. M. A. Grube, rev. C. D. C. Reeve (Indianapolis:

Hackett, 1992), 166.
2. Moses (Numbers 12:3, amp); Jesus (Matthew 11:29; 2 Corinthians 10:1).
3. John 11:35.
4. 1 Timothy 4:8.

CHAPTER 10:  CONVICTION AND DISCERNMENT
1. Mark 12:13-15.
2. Ethelbert Stauffer, Christ and the Caesars (Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1955).
3. At one point, enough resistance was mounted that Pilate lost the right to make

coins. The British Museum even has a coin that was overprinted with a less-
offensive message. Stauffer, Christ and the Caesars, 119.

4. Raymond Brown, An Adult Christ at Christmas: Essays on the Three Biblical Christmas
Stories, Matthew 2 and Luke 2 (Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 1978). Also see
Acts 5:36-38.

5. “Vintage Church - Jesus Video #3,” YouTube video, 2:22, posted by “Vintage
Church,” March 10, 2008, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pCTAgxsLE3Q.

6. “Miss Sarajevo,” recorded live in Milan in 2005, compact disc, track 8 of disc 2
on U2, U218 Singles (Deluxe Version), Interscope, 2006.

7. Matthew 22:21. “Give back” is an accurate translation of “give.” Jesus prods us to
ask, “To whom does it belong?”

8. Matthew 17:24-27.

CHAPTER 11:  SHREWDNESS AND INNOCENCE
1. Acts 16:16-40.
2. Acts 7.
3. See three examples in Luke 20. “And no one dared to ask him any more questions”

(Luke 20:40).
4. I’m certain Randy Gariss wouldn’t mind an epitaph that read “He preached too

much about evangelism.”
5. Flavius Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews—Book III, chap. 8, http://penelope

.uchicago .edu/josephus/ant-3.html.
6. Scholars suspect that the perfume was nard, which was extremely pricey.
7. Mark 5:21-43.

CHAPTER 12:  HUMILIT Y AND COURAGE
1. Erwin Raphael McManus, Uprising: A Revolution of the Soul (Nashville: Thomas 

Nelson, 2003), 101.
2. Ben, I apologized, but I never really felt like you believed me. Perhaps the ice and

swelling around your ear prevented you from hearing my sincere attempt. So,
anyway, I’m sorry you were wounded from my impressive throw.

3. “42 Trailer 2 (HD) (English & French Subtitles),” 42, YouTube video, 2:33,
posted by “Subtitled Trailers,” January 11, 2013, https://www.youtube.com
/ watch?v=WjLPCypWzmw.

4. Charles Johnson, Dreamer: A Novel (New York: Scribner, 1999), 139.
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CHAPTER 13:  THE WAY THROUGH
1. Ray Sarlin, “One Step from My Grave!,” 1st Battalion 50th Infantry Association,

accessed November 20, 2017, http://www.ichiban1.org/html/stories/story_49 .htm.
2. I found accounts of Ingo’s story at John Dyson, “Escape from East Germany,”

Reader’s Digest Canada, January 2010, http://www.readersdigest.ca/features/heart
/ escape-east-germany/ and “Germany: Escaping the East by Any Means,” Al Jazeera,
November 12, 2009, http://www.aljazeera.com/focus/2009/10/200910793416112
389.html.

3. Ta-Nehisi Coates, Between the World and Me (New York: Spiegel & Grau, 2015).
Even though I was saddened by his hopeless despair, it’s still a book from which I
learned. I listened to the audio version, which was incredible. His poetic style of
writing, combined with excellent speaking, really is genius.

CHAPTER 14:  DIVIDED DIVERSIT Y
1. David von Drehle, Jay Newton-Small, and Maya Rhodan, “How Do You Forgive a

Murder?,” Time, November 23, 2015, http://time.com /time -magazine -charleston
-shooting-cover-story/.

2. I strongly recommend reading anything written by John Perkins. I’d start with his
autobiography, Let Justice Roll Down (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2014). John
M. Perkins is cofounder of the Christian Community Development Association and
director of the John M. Perkins Foundation for Reconciliation and Development in
Jackson, Mississippi. He is the author of many books, including Let Justice Roll Down.

3. Christian Community Development Association (website), accessed November
21, 2017, http://www.ccda.org.

4. Dr. John Perkins, in discussion with the author, June 24, 2015.
5. Dr. John Perkins, in discussion with the author, June 24, 2015.
6. Anne Lamott, Bird by Bird: Some Instructions on Writing and Life (New York:

Anchor, 1995), 22. Lamott attributes this saying to “my priest friend Tom.”
7. Martin Luther King Jr., sermon, “How Should a Christian View Communism?,”

1963, accessed November 30, 2017, http://insidethecoldwar.org/sites/default /files
/documents/How%20Should%20A%20Christian%20View%20Communism
_0.pdf.

8. John Piper, Bloodlines: Race, Cross, and the Christian (Wheaton, IL: Crossway,
2011), 91.

9. Do you doubt this? Please read Mark DeYmaz, Building a Healthy Multi-ethnic
Church: Mandate, Commitments and Practices of a Diverse Congregation (Hoboken,
NJ: Jossey-Bass, 2007).

 10. Galatians 3:28.
 11. Nate Pyle (@NatePyle79), “To understand racism you need to understand power

dynamics,” Twitter, October 17, 2017, 3:12 p.m., https://twitter.com/natepyle79
/ status/920412340922798080?lang=en.

 12. Summary of a Facebook post by my friend Steve Chapman, who serves at
First Christian Church, a multiethnic church on Chicago’s South Side. Used
with permission. Steve Chapman, “At her best, the church led the way in the
development of social views about race,” Facebook, https://www.facebook.com
/ steven .chapman.7796?fref=ts.
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13. Read about some of the steps Highland Park Christian Church has taken here: http://
www.dreamofdestiny.com/highland-park-cc -a-multi-ethnic -ministry -spotlight/.

 14. Recommended reading for those wanting to dive deeper into understanding
diversity and promoting reconciliation:
Mark DeYmaz, Building a Healthy Multi-ethnic Church: Mandate, Commitments
and Practices of a Diverse Congregation (Hoboken, NJ: Jossey-Bass, 2007).
Edward Gilbreath, Reconciliation Blues: A Black Evangelical’s Inside View of White
Christianity (Downers Grove, IL: IVP Books, 2006).
Tony Evans, Kingdom Man: Every Man’s Destiny, Every Woman’s Dream (Carol
Stream, IL: Focus on the Family, 2012).
Benjamin Watson, Under Our Skin: Getting Real about Race. Getting Free from the
Fears and Frustrations that Divide Us (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale, 2016). (This is
the first book I recommend to fellow Christians just starting on this path.)
John M. Perkins, Let Justice Roll Down (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 2014). (Named
by Christianity Today as one of the top fifty books that have shaped evangelicals;
see http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2006/october/23.51.html.)
Ronald Takaki, A Different Mirror: A History of Multicultural America (New York:
Little, Brown & Company, 1993). (Helpful for those who’ve never considered
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