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d i s C u s s i o n 
Q u e s t i o n s

 1. At the beginning of Misery Loves Company, Jules writes 
in her blog that Patrick Reagan has lost his spark as 
a writer. In what ways can any of us lose our spark? 
Can that loss be prevented or a spark restored once 
it’s gone? How?

 2. Jules copes with the loss of her husband, Jason, by 
retreating from the world and looking forward to 
seeing Jason in her dreams. What do you think was 
healthy or unhealthy about her response? Have you 
ever turned to your dreams or imagination to cope 
with grief?

 3. Jules’s father, the Lt. Colonel, says in chapter 1 that 
“instinct can carry you an awful long way, but full 
analysis can save your life.” Explain what he means 
by this. When have you had to put “full analysis” 
into practice?
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 4. In chapter 5, Jules considers the purpose of death: 
“What was this life for if not loving and living and 
changing and breathing? What was the point of it all 
if death took it away?” Have you ever struggled with 
similar questions? Were you able to reconcile your 
thinking about death, and if so, how?

 5. In chapter 6, the Lt. Colonel says that technology 
is ruining our society. Considering the story line in 
Misery Loves Company, is there some validity to his 
concerns? How should we apply wisdom in our use 
of technology? What are the pros and cons of social 
media in our culture?

 6. When Patrick asks Jules if she told the truth about his 
writing on her blog, she answers him honestly despite 
being his captive. Have you been in a situation where 
telling the truth was risky or costly? Explain.

 7. In chapter 8, Patrick asks Jules, “Did you intend to 
harm me?” in reference to her blog post about his 
writing. If you were writing a review about someone’s 
work on your blog and knew the author would read 
your words, how would that knowledge affect your 
writing? How much responsibility do you think 
reviewers have to consider the feelings of the author?

 8. Have you ever found yourself in a terrifying situation? 
If so, please share, if you feel comfortable, how you 
coped.
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 9. Jules describes herself as someone who only functions 
in a  well-  ordered environment, as opposed to Patrick, 
who is “fond of chaos.” Describe how you best function 
and discuss why you believe God formed you this way.

 10. “You can’t find peace because there is no peace without 
truth,” Patrick says in chapter 17. What does he 
mean by this? Do you agree that there’s a relationship 
between peace and truth? Explain.

 11. Later Patrick says, “Writing is about finding truth. But 
you can’t find the truth if you don’t see everything,” 
describing how writers closely observe their world. Do 
you need to look more closely at your world? What 
would change if you did so?

 12. Leona Patterson tells Chris in chapter 21 that “writers 
play God, don’t you see? They create their people, their 
creations, and . . . then send trouble into their paths.” 
In literature, obstacles are essential to good storytelling. 
What would our lives be like without trouble? What 
purpose do our problems serve? 

 13. Consider Patrick’s words in chapter 25: “We need 
people, Juliet, to show us our selfishness, to extract 
ugliness that reveals itself in our hearts.” How do 
people play this role in our lives? Can you think of a 
time when you either allowed someone to play this 
role or prevented someone from doing so?
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 14. Patrick asks Jules if there is a time when killing is 
merciful. How would you answer him? How would you 
handle an  end -  of-  life situation if you were in the place 
of Patrick’s wife? What would you do if you were in 
Patrick’s position, watching someone you loved suffer?

 15. As Patrick and Jules consider God’s role in their lives, 
Patrick remarks that “the hardest thing to understand 
about God is why He answers a prayer for a good 
parking space at the mall but won’t hear the cries of a 
man desperate to save his wife. Why He wouldn’t hear 
the plea of such a woman as yourself, that her husband 
might not die on a sidewalk in the darkness of night.” 
Have you wrestled with similar questions about 
answered and unanswered prayers? How would you 
answer Patrick?
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