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 1. Brooke and Owen’s friendship matures into something 
much more despite both of their reservations in the 
beginning. Who do you think had the most “baggage” 
going into the relationship, and how did each of them 
work through it?

 2. Brooke clung to God after Travis died—even though she 
admits to questioning His will. Owen did exactly the 
opposite and was angry at God. How do you react dur-
ing an emotional upheaval in your life? Do you lean on 
God? Or turn away from Him?

 3. Many of the characters grow and change throughout the 
story. Who do you think changed the most?

 4. What did you think about Hunter? Was he a product of 
his environment? How much was he responsible for the 
choices he made? How much blame do you place on his 
parents?

 5. Brooke and Patsy’s close relationship becomes strained 
when Brooke’s father comes into the picture. What do 
you think would have happened if Patsy and Harold 
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had reunited—and if Harold hadn’t been dying? Do you 
think Brooke would have still opened her heart to him 
anyway and forgiven him?

 6. Uncle Denny had a bucket list. But fulfilling those 
dreams became less important to him once he became 
part of a family. Do you think he’ll ever resume his trav-
els? Or, do you think that he and Patsy might make a 
good match someday?

 7. Spencer goes to some pretty wild extremes to keep 
Owen from wanting to date Brooke. The boy is con-
flicted on several levels—loyalty to his father, but also 
a growing fondness for Owen. What are some instances 
when Spencer struggles with his feelings, and when do 
you begin to see resolve for him?

 8. Forgiveness of self and others are strong themes through-
out the story. Who do you think struggles with this the 
most? Who do you think had the most to forgive?

 9. Each character had a unique set of circumstances. Was 
there one character in the story that you identified with 
more than the others?

 10. Virginia does some awful things, but we don’t really 
know much about her except through Owen’s eyes. 
Based on her brief interactions with Owen and Brooke, 
what do you surmise has brought her to where she is in 
her life? Is she truly just an evil woman? Is she lost? Will 
she regret her choices some day? Did you feel any sym-
pathy for her?
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