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Winning Him Without Words
Moving. Challenging. Full of devastating, healing truth. No two
ways about it: Dineen Miller and Lynn Donovan have crafted a mas-
terpiece in Winning Him Without Words. For those who’ve felt alone
in the battle to win their husbands to Christ, help is here! In fact,
any marriage—even those, like mine, in which spouses share a faith
in Jesus—would be strengthened and blessed by putting the 10 keys
in this book into practice. Wives, the time is now. Take the truths
these two women share and let them infuse your marriage with
what we all desire: God’s amazing love and blessing.

Karen Ball
Editor and bestselling novelist of The Breaking Point and the Family Honor series

I am the daughter of a brave mother who was married to an unbe-
liever. My mother’s decision to follow Jesus even if my dad didn’t
made all the difference to me as a little girl and propelled me into
Christian leadership as an adult. I am forever grateful for women
like Lynn and Dineen who live out a message of “God is enough.”
Winning Him Without Words is a lifeline of hope and help for any
woman who is struggling in a spiritually mismatched marriage.

Pam Farrel
Relationship specialist, international speaker, and author of more than 30
books, including the bestselling Men Are Like Waffles, Women Are Like Spaghetti

For anyone who endures a spiritually mismatched marriage—hop-
ing and praying that things might improve—here’s authentic help
from two women who know this topic from the inside out. Never
preachy or harsh, these authors reveal their own struggles and dif-
ficulties as wives caught up in spiritually mismatched marriages.
Winning Him Without Words is a must-read for hurting wives as they
prayerfully seek change in their husbands and meaningful trans-
formation in their marriages.

Dr. David and Lisa Frisbie
The Center for Marriage and Family Studies, Del Mar, California
Authors of Becoming Your Husband’s Best Friend and other books



C.S. Lewis once said that friendship is born at that moment one
person says to another, “What! You too? I thought I was the
only one.” That’s what Winning Him Without Words is like. For
the woman who is married to a man who doesn’t share her faith
in Christ, this book is a faithful friend who will encourage her
in her feelings of aloneness, anxiety, frustration (and all the
other emotions that come with living in a spiritually mismatched
marriage) and point her to the One who can and will make some-
thing good out of them. This book will give great hope to those
who may wonder if thriving is out of reach.

Nancy Kennedy
Author of When He Doesn’t Believe  

As a “marriage” author, whenever I have a reader or audience
member ask me, “What should I do if my husband isn’t a be-
liever?” I have felt inadequate to support him or her. Now I have
a new approach—pray and hand the person this book. As I read
through these pages, I was humbled by the wisdom and encour-
agement that these women share—much of which was a timely
reminder for my own marriage. With honest struggle and au-
thentic hope, Dineen and Lynn show women how to make God
the very center of their unequal marriages.

Kathi Lipp
Author of The Husband Project and The Marriage Project

It has been a wonderful gift and blessing to “meet” Dineen and
Lynn through their journeys. As one who is also unequally
yoked in a spiritually mismatched marriage (to a wonderful guy,
for 29 years!), the relief in knowing I am not alone is huge. That,
coupled with practical keys they share as they share of them-
selves, has invigorated our marriage and brought honor to God.

Kathy Pride
Author of What the Bible Is All About for Moms 





Published by Regal 
From Gospel Light 

Ventura, California, U.S.A. 
www.regalbooks.com
Printed in the U.S.A.

All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from theHoly Bible, 
New International Version®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society.

Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights reserved.

Other versions used are
AMP—Scripture taken from THE AMPLIFIED BIBLE, Old Testament copyright 
© 1965, 1987 by the Zondervan Corporation. The Amplified New Testament 
copyright © 1958, 1987 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission.

ESV—Scripture taken from the English Standard Version, Copyright © 2001. The ESV
and English Standard Version are trademarks of Good News Publishers.

KJV—King James Version. Authorized King James Version. 
THE MESSAGE—Scripture taken from THE MESSAGE. Copyright © by Eugene H. 
Peterson, 1993, 1994, 1995. Used by permission of NavPress Publishing Group.
NLT—Scripture quotations marked NLT are taken from the Holy Bible,New Living

Translation, copyright © 1996. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.,
Wheaton, Illinois 60189. All rights reserved.

© 2010 Lynn Donovan and Dineen Miller
All rights reserved.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Donovan, Lynn.

Winning him without words : 10 keys to thriving in your spiritually mismatched
marriage / Lynn Donovan, Dineen Miller.

p. cm.
Includes bibliographical references (p.  ).
ISBN 978-0-8307-5605-6 (trade paper)

1. Wives—Religious life. 2. Christian women—Family relationships. 3. Husbands—
Religious life. 4. Non-church-affiliated people—Family relationships. 5. Marriage—
Religious aspects—Christianity. 6. Interfaith marriage. I. Miller, Dineen. II. Title.

BV4528.15.D66 2010
248.8’44—dc22
2010035106

Rights for publishing this book outside the U.S.A. or in non-English languages are
administered by Gospel Light Worldwide, an international not-for-profit ministry.
For additional information, please visit www.glww.org, email info@glww.org, or write
to Gospel Light Worldwide, 1957 Eastman Avenue, Ventura, CA 93003, U.S.A.

To order copies of this book and other Regal products in bulk quantities, 
please contact us at 1-800-446-7735.



To the Lord Jesus Christ and to our Mikes



Contents

Acknowledgments.................................................................................................9

Introduction.........................................................................................................11

Meet Lynn Donovan ..........................................................................................15

Meet Dineen Miller ............................................................................................21

Key #1: Know that You’re Not Alone! .................................................25

Key #2: Don’t Save Your Husband—Save Yourself...........................39

Key #3: Stay Connected...........................................................................53

Key #4: Know the Essentials of Love: Hope, Joy, Peace and Trust

(Oh, Yeah, and Respect) ...........................................................67

Key #5: Believe Your Marriage Is Blessed............................................83

Key #6: Trade Perfection for Authenticity..........................................95

Key #7: Pick and Choose Your Battles ..............................................107

Key #8: Move from Hurt to Healing—Seasons of Marriage........121

Key #9: Keep Your Armor On—You’re at War! ...............................135

Key #10: Learn When to Pray the Most Dangerous Prayer............149

Conclusion: Continuing the Journey.........................................................165

Appendix 1: What About the Kids? .............................................................167

Appendix 2: Praying Scriptures ....................................................................179

Appendix 3: Family Faith Record.................................................................191

Appendix 4: Leader’s Guide for Study Groups.........................................193



Acknowledgments

We would like to thank our editor, Kim Bangs; Elizabeth Wingate,
our copyeditor; Mark Weising, the managing editor; and the entire
Regal team for believing in our message and following God’s lead-
ing on this amazing journey. We are still in awe of all God has done. 

Lynn Would Like to Thank . . .
My husband and my best friend, Mike, who encourages me in my
every endeavor. I love you with a full heart.

My daughter, Caitie, who believes in me and puts up with my
harebrained humor. Thank you for always supporting me and
reading my drafts. I love you, girl. 

My son and Fantasy Football partner, Brad. Go Pink Prin-
cesses. Love you, son.

My friends from Sunridge who always gave me words of en-
couragement and prayed often over this book; and my pastor,
Greg Sidders, much of whose wisdom can be found in these pages.

My mom, Sue Parks, and dad, Vern Ratzlaff, and sister, Kayla
Arnesen, who know me well and love me anyway.

My online friends and online community who encouraged
me. I can’t even begin to name all of you who helped make this
book possible because of your prayers. You know who you are and
I am hugging you.

Especially, I want to thank each and every one of you who
pray for my husband’s salvation. You are a priceless gem.

Dineen Would Like to Thank . . .
My wonderful husband, Mike, for always supporting and encour-
aging me in my pursuits, whatever they may be. I adore you.



My parents, Donna and James Marco, for always believing
in me and loving me like parents should. My precious daugh-
ters, Rachel and Leslie, for believing in Mom too.

My amazing critique partners and best friends—Ronie
Kendig, Robin Miller and Heather Diane Tipton—for always
being there, even when I crossed the realm from fiction to non-
fiction. These are the most amazing women you will ever
meet—or read. 

The sweet group of unequally yoked ladies in Zürich,
Switzerland, for taking me into their 1Peter3 group and en-
couraging me in the beginning of my journey.

The San Jose Christian Writers, for their prayers and en-
couragement.

Camy Tang, for being part of the process God used to bring
Lynn and me together, for her great tea and scones, and for her
constant support.

And special thanks to all who have prayed for this ministry,
our book and my family, especially my daughter during her sur-
geries and recovery, and for my precious hubby. I can’t wait to
hug you all in heaven!

We Both Would Like to Thank . . .
We would like to especially thank Noreen Taylor, for her obedi-
ence to God’s calling to pray for us and the Spiritually Unequal
Marriage ministry, and for her generosity and willingness to
read the first draft of our book. 

We would also like to say thank you to all of our friends
who share life with us at spirituallyunequalmarriage.com and
our friends at 1Peter3Living. You bless us so much.

Finally, and most importantly, thank You, Lord Jesus. You
are the reason we live and breathe.

10 Winning Him Without Words



K E Y  # 1

Know that You’re 
Not Alone! 

(Lynn)

And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.

MAT TH EW  2 8 : 2 0

I don’t care anymore. I need to be here, even if he won’t come with me. 
I made a beeline to the nearest seat in the back of the

church; I felt the eyes of those already seated watching my de-
termined steps. Did they notice I was alone? I quickly flipped the
bulletin open, pretending to give it my complete attention; it
was the only cover available to disguise my uneasiness. My anx-
iety over my situation slid into restlessness. I shifted awkwardly
in my seat. After a few minutes, I settled down and ventured a
glance around me. No one was staring. Whew!

My lips tipped up in a shallow smile. I did it. I finally made it
to church. Today was a big day. I had left my comfort zone, and for
the first time since being married I had made it to church—and
I had gone alone. 

As I waited for the service to begin, my thoughts returned to
the struggle earlier in the morning. I recalled absent-mindedly
applying mascara. I was calm and collected on the outside, yet
on the inside, a battle raged. I was desperate to attend church
but completely stressed out over the thought of attending alone.



I never thought I would describe my spiritually mismatched
marriage as thriving. But because of my vibrant relationship
with Christ, my Bible study and my “skin on” buddies, I am
able to say that I am at peace and thriving in my marriage, and
so is my spouse. I am also able to wholeheartedly trust the Lord
for my husband’s salvation.

Having Christ in my life enables me to view my husband as
the wonderful man God created, regardless of our differing be-
liefs. Christ lavishes His love on me, so I can pour it into my
spouse. Now when Sunday morning arrives, I walk into church
and head for the front row. I am unaware if people notice that
I’m physically alone. Jesus lives in me. Why should I feel lonely?
In the front pew, I sing with gusto, offering praise to God for a
marriage overflowing with love and contentment and authen-
tic joy. I praise the Lord as the King of my heart.

Discovery
Take a moment and ask God to meet you here through these
questions, to bring freedom, resolution and encouragement to
you. It’s your day to receive wild hope. 

1. What was one particular season of loneliness in
your mismatched marriage? 

2. Looking at the lessons in this chapter, what specific
points can help to move you from loneliness to ful-
fillment?

3. Begin the morning prayer practice discussed in
this chapter. How will you remind yourself to fall
from the bed to the floor? Write out the short
prayer you will pray.
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4. How do reading God’s Word and praying affect
your marriage?

5. What does God’s Word say concerning an unbeliev-
ing spouse? (See 1 Corinthians 7:12-15.) 

6. What three issues in your marriage will you com-
mit to pray for daily?

Prayer
Lord, thank You that I am never alone. You promised 

You would never leave me nor forsake me, and I will rest in
this truth. Today I am committed to restoring happiness and

hope to my marriage. Teach me to take my eyes off 
my circumstances and focus completely on You. I seat You

firmly on the throne of my life.

Father, today I recommit my life and my marriage to You.
Create a powerful yearning in me to meet with You every
day. Teach me Your truths to live by and reveal Your desire
for my life and the life of my spouse. Restore optimism in my
heart for our future. Empower me to cling to my faith 

when my husband is unfriendly toward You.

Bring into my life other believers who are Jesus with 
“skin on.” Lord, lavish Your love on me that I may pour 
it into my spouse, my family and a world desperate for a 

Savior. In Jesus’ name I pray, amen.
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K E Y  # 2

Don’t Save Your 
Husband—Save Yourself

(Lynn)

Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me.”

J O HN  1 4 : 6

There is a rumor floating around our house that some crazed,
five-foot-four-inch blonde woman is a control freak.Ahem, well,
I begrudgingly admit that it’s true. It’s my nature to want to
oversee just about everything in my home. And over the years I
have become pretty good at controlling many things. I have also
become frustrated beyond reason over the things I can’t con-
trol, such as my husband’s salvation. Can you relate?

Why is it that we women possess this innate desire for con-
trol? We want jurisdiction over every detail of our life and the
lives of our kids, our pets, our husband and even our neigh-
bors. We like it when the universe spins around our idea of
what is right.

I remember when my control-freak self hit a high point of
activity about 10 years into our marriage. I was growing as a be-
liever, but my husband remained in the same place he had been
on the day we had married, an atheist. At the time, I faithfully
read my Bible and prayed every single day, “Lord, save my



as old as the ages. Yet time alone with God is rarely a priority in
the life of a busy wife. I know—I was once that way myself. How-
ever, I made a commitment and a sacrifice to rise early, so I could
spend time with God.

God has faithfully honored that sacrifice. He meets me every
morning and I am never disappointed. He fills me with His wis-
dom, a fresh perspective, and peace. I close my Bible and prayer
journal, feeling confident and fortified, able to face whatever the
day brings—even a husband who is hostile to Jesus. I live with
hope and I know happiness because, without a doubt, God holds
my tiny life in the very palm of His hand. 

This is our vital role in our husband’s salvation: to love the
Lord God with all of our heart, soul, mind and strength. Nothing
more, nothing less.

The principles of this book center on this truth: Reading
God’s Word and praying can and will change a wife, a husband,
a home, a marriage, a neighborhood and a world in desperate
need of a Savior. That’s a promise.

Prayer and daily Bible reading led me to peace. I am no longer
distraught over our spiritual differences. Released is my desire to
persuade, argue and manipulate my husband to faith. Jesus is
completely capable of saving my doubter without my help, thank
you very much. 

I challenge you today to begin this love journey with Jesus.
Make a daily appointment with the King and keep it. Duty will
turn to desire, and you will never be the same. Like me, you will
discover the abundant life.

Discovery
Please pray first that God would open your eyes and heart to meet
Him here in these questions, to bring freedom, resolution and
encouragement to you.
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1. What was a time that you engaged in “spiritual am-
bush”?

2. How did your spouse receive your intervention?
How did he feel about your efforts? How did that
make you feel?

3. Look up 1 Corinthians 2:14. How does your un-
derstanding of this verse influence your prayer
life? How does it affect your interactions with your
spouse?

4. Most women enjoy talking—a lot. If you have this
gift, how does 1 Peter 3:1 challenge you? 

5. With regard to saving your spouse, are there spe-
cific actions you need to discontinue?

6. How do you see yourself reflecting Jesus to your
family today? 

Prayer
Lord Jesus, forgive me if I have been a stumbling block in my
spouse’s salvation experience. I turn over my will to Your ca-
pable hands and I will trust You to save my spouse in Your

time and in a way that brings You honor. 

Pour a fresh anointing of the Holy Spirit into me each morning
to empower me to live my faith authentically before my spouse.
Reveal to me the truth of 1 Peter 3:1 and how my words can
bring healing or how they can hinder. Let me learn to love my
husband with Your love. Let him find Your love irresistible.
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K E Y  # 3

Stay Connected
(Lynn)

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, 
it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily 
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil 
but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, 

always hopes, always perseveres.

1  C O R I N TH I AN S  1 3 : 4 - 7

The Pink Princesses. Who would have thought the Pink Prin-
cesses could profoundly affect the love between two people.
Certainly not me. Who are the Pink Princesses, you ask? Well,
they aren’t a newly discovered Christian girl band. Nor a ro-
mantic comedy film that ends with my favorite five words:
“They lived happily ever after.” And the Princesses aren’t char-
acters from a romance novel. 

The Pink Princesses is the name of my Fantasy Football
team. Some of you are rolling your eyes about now, but stay
with me because there are some amazing truths we can learn
from this seemingly silly game.

I shared with you in chapter 1 that I felt lonely in the early
years of marriage. My husband and I were suffering from a
major disconnect. He didn’t view life from my perspective, and
I refused to consider his position. Our detachment from each
other stemmed from the soul, deep in the heart. It then spilled



Intimacy, love, sex, trust, forgiveness, commitment, respect—
all of these are components of married love and are gifts from
the Lord. Enjoy!

Discovery
This may likely be a difficult chapter for you, so pray now and
ask the Lord to show you one area in your life where a change
will draw you closer to your spouse.

1. Think of a time in your marriage where you made
an effort to connect with your husband that was
outside of your comfort zone. What were the results? 

2. What are two or three things you can do to reach
out and connect with your spouse? 

3. What attributes do you most admire about your
husband? Write a list, take it with you each morn-
ing and give thanks to the Lord for him.

4. What is one area in which you can make an effort
to enrich your bedroom connection?

5. What is one area of your intimacy that you will
commit to prayer?

Pray
O Lord, today I ask Your hand upon me to help me live out
1 Corinthians 13. Let this passage become alive in me. 

Help me to wear kindness and patience, so my spouse will see
You in my eyes. Lord, help me to fiercely protect our love
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K E Y  # 4

Know the Essentials 
of Love: Hope, Joy, 
Peace and Trust 

(Oh, Yeah, and Respect)
(Dineen)

This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church. 
However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, 

and the wife must respect her husband.

E PH E S I A N S  5 : 3 2 - 3 3

He Needs Respect; She Needs Love
One day I sat in my car at a traffic light and prayed about my mar-
riage, specifically about respecting my husband. God had placed
this subject on my heart like a slow-building pressure cooker un-
til I had to face it, front and center. I wasn’t giving my husband
the respect that I should.

I told God that I would seek my husband’s forgiveness for
not respecting him, if that’s what needed to be done. Now I don’t
hear God that often, not like this, but He was pretty clear this
particular day. Our dialogue went a little something like this:

“Lord, if You want me to tell him I’m sorry, I will. I’ll seek his
forgiveness, if that’s what You think I should do.” 



to learn from and to grow on and for battle and protection. 
Finally, the most precious layer of all (like I said, God wastes

nothing and redeems everything): God has absolutely everything
we need. He planned it that way. He never intended for us to walk
this path alone. He’s right there, waiting for us to ask for His help.
Or we can just sit at His feet and bask in His glory.

Or we can pray verses written on bright pink index cards.

Discovery
You’re getting close to experiencing wild hope in your marriage, so
don’t stop now! Ask God to open your eyes and heart to hear His
truth and promises as you work through the discussion questions.

1. Think about your husband. Do you respect him in
the way that God is asking you to respect him? 

2. What deep needs are you expecting your husband to
meet? Write down each one, and then pray and seek
God for fulfillment (or release) of these needs.

3. Rate your prayer life on a scale of 1 to 10, with 1 be-
ing “I pitch an occasional prayer” and 10 being “I pray
until I’m blue in the face.” (If you wrote “10,” I defi-
nitely want a picture!) Even when you don’t see im-
mediate results, do you keep praying? If not, what can
you do to build those prayer muscles? Be specific.

4. Draw three columns on a sheet of paper. In the first
column, make a list of your unanswered prayers. Ex-
amine each one prayerfully, asking God to reveal any-
thing you need to do, change or accept in regard to
each one. In the second column, write down who or
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what you have placed your hope in for each prayer.
Read Hebrews 12:2. How can you make a prayer out
of this verse, telling God you will keep your eyes on
Jesus for each concern or issue? Write down your
prayer and make a commitment to God to follow
through as He leads you. (We’ll fill in the third col-
umn after you read chapter 10.)

5. How hard is it for you to trust God for the salva-
tion of your husband? Do you trust God to equip
you with everything you need to thrive in your spir-
itual mismatch?

6. Look up Ecclesiastes 3:11. God’s Word says He
makes everything beautiful in His time—not ours.
This verse also tells us that God set eternity in the
hearts of men. Do you believe this to be true of your
husband? Create a prayer for your spouse, using
this verse to ask God to awaken a longing to know
God and His eternity in your husband’s heart.

Prayer
Lord Jesus, be the author and perfecter of my faith. 

Be the source of an enduring hope planted deep within me
and overflowing to Your glory. If I have looked to my 
husband to fulfill a need designed to be filled by You, 
forgive me and show me how to seek Your fulfillment,

Lord, for You are my portion and everything I really need.
Help me to understand that truth.

Lord, You know my struggles and weaknesses. You know the
heartache I face on a daily basis. You know how I struggle
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K E Y  # 5

Believe Your Marriage 
Is Blessed
(Dineen)

“For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to
his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” So they are no longer two,
but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate.

MARK  1 0 : 7 – 9

The Way to Mismatchdom
“How did we get here?” is the question we all dance around. The
one we sometimes want to ask but don’t. The one we dread when
asked of us. The one we know the person’s dying to ask us when
we tell them that our spouse doesn’t share our faith.

“Did you know he wasn’t a Christian when you married him?” 
I can hear the universal cringe. Believe me, I know. Been

there, done that, a dozen times at least. I don’t mind the question
when it comes out of genuine concern—someone in need of un-
derstanding for his or her own situation or for a friend or loved
one. It’s when I hear the judgment playing peek-a-boo as a ques-
tion that takes me right back to the guilt.

For years I had good answers for this question. I had all kinds
of ways to say “I had no idea what he was” without making my-
self look bad. But does it really matter?

In Matthew 6:34, Jesus tells us not to worry about tomorrow.
He has our future covered if we trust in Him. With this being
true, why would this great big God of grace want us to dwell on
the past when He sent His Son to take care of it? 



3:25). They walked out of the fiery furnace a true testimony to
their God and their faith—a rich blessing indeed.

Sometimes our mismatched marriages (and our trials) can
feel like that fiery furnace. But like Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego, we’re not alone. God is in the middle of it with us.
The choice is ours whether we come out stronger in our faith
and present a powerful witness to those watching, like Neb-
uchadnezzar (our husbands), or if we come out smelling like
smoke (bitter and resentful).2

The key is to stop seeing our mismatched marriage and our
husband as problems to be solved and accept both as blessings
to be enjoyed. We can learn from our struggles and grow in
faith. God wants to show us the beauty present in our situa-
tion and to teach us not to be afraid to get our hands dirty in
order to sift for the jewels awaiting discovery. He nudges us to
climb the treacherous mountain so we can see the sun peeking
over a horizon filled with promise. He wants us to know that
we will find His presence even in the darkest of places. 

This is where we experience joy in the midst of trial. We dis-
cover the ability to laugh and appreciate special moments de-
spite imperfect conditions, and, most importantly, we learn
that we are not responsible for the results. God is. And that’s
when we discover our greatest blessing—God Himself. He is our
portion and our great reward. You can’t find better treasure
than that.

Discovery
One of the most difficult truths to accept in our faith is that
God allows trials in our lives for our good and for the good of
others. Ask God to prepare and open your heart to work
through the next set of questions, so you can find peace and
understanding. 
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1. Reflect on how you entered your marriage. Do you
still have regrets or carry guilt for marrying your
spouse? If so, seek God’s forgiveness or His peace,
and allow Him to bring healing to your heart and
to your marriage.

2. Do you view your marriage as a covenant blessed
by God? Pray and ask God to show you how He has
blessed your marriage, and then make a list of those
blessings and review it frequently.

3. Is there any area of your marriage in which you feel
you aren’t being obedient to God? If so, what steps
do you need to take to change this? Be specific.

4. Do you believe the promise of Romans 8:28? If so,
can you see some of God’s purpose in your situa-
tion? If not, what keeps you from believing God is
working for your good as well as the good of your
husband?

5. In what ways do you feel you are the aroma of
Christ for your spouse?

6. What struggles are you facing right now? What do
you think God is trying to teach you?

Prayer
Precious Lord, You are my great Redeemer. Please forgive my
unbelief and help me to truly believe my marriage is blessed.
Help me to release the burdens of the past into Your hands

and find freedom in Your merciful love. 
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Lord, teach me the kind of obedience You are calling me to in
my marriage. Help me to be the aroma of Christ to my

spouse. Be my strength in the midst of whatever life brings. In
the holy and blessed name of Christ, amen. 

Notes
1. Beth Moore, Esther: It’s Tough Being a Woman, video series (Nashville, TN: LifeWay
Press, 2008).

2. Beth Moore, Daniel: Lives of Integrity, Words of Prophecy—Member Book (Nashville, TN:
LifeWay Press, 2006), p. 47.
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K E Y  # 6

Trade Perfection for 
Authenticity

(Dineen)

He [the Lord] said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power
is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly

about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.

2  C O R I N TH I AN S  1 2 : 9

A Fine Linen Belt
In Jeremiah 13:1, God told Jeremiah to purchase a linen belt
and tie it around his waist. Jeremiah did as God had in-
structed. Then God spoke a second time and told Jeremiah to
bury the belt in a crevice (see v. 4). Many days later, Jeremiah
unearthed the belt at God’s direction and found it “ruined
and completely useless” (v. 7). God used this illustration to
show Jeremiah what Judah and Israel had become in their
idolatry—“useless.”

As I read this chapter in Jeremiah, I sensed the Holy Spirit
saying to me, “Stop and pay attention.” Throughout the Bible,
we usually see linen used in association with Christ and His
priesthood, going all the way back to Exodus and Aaron. Reve-
lation 19:8 says that “fine linen stands for the righteous acts of
the saints.” 



to hear whatever He wants to tell you. Turning your will over to
God, ready to submit to His guidance, is also an act of worship.

1. In what ways are you or can you be a fine “linen
belt” in your marriage?

2. Are you authentic in your marriage? Are there ar-
eas, such as admitting you made a mistake, that are
harder for you to be honest and transparent about?

3. Communication is vital to any marriage. In what
ways do you and your husband struggle to commu-
nicate? 

4. Is there a specific behavior or attitude you’re willing
to change for the sake of your marriage, even if
you’re the first and maybe the only one in the rela-
tionship making such a change? How can you show
Christ to your spouse?

5. Think of something your spouse enjoys. How can
you make a special effort to make it happen, as a
surprise? Plan a date night, write a love letter, pre-
pare a special meal, or just go for a walk. Be inten-
tional about your time spent together, and then be
consistent about it.

Prayer
Father God, You are so wise and perfect. I want to 

be that fine linen belt in my marriage. Please help me to let go
of unrealistic expectations and seek You for what I need.
Show me any areas where I’ve made false assumptions and
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I don’t want to dredge up the past when a conflict arises and as-
sume (there’s that word again) that it will turn out the same. I
want to believe the best outcome is possible.

Human nature doesn’t make these situations any easier
either. And the enemy uses them very strategically to attack
our relationships and marriages. We fall into these vicious cy-
cles of assumptions and resentments only to discover we are
controlled by the ensuing chaos instead of being in control of
our reactions, thoughts and beliefs. We become reactive in-
stead of proactive.

So it boils down to this: Are we willing to move our own
selfish wants and desires out of the middle of the equation and
put our husband’s in that place? To really put him first? Are we
willing to sacrifice our selfishness and let the light of Christ
shine through to this lost soul?

Let’s just say I’m working on it. I’m a work in progress. We
all are. We won’t reach perfection by any means, but a willing
heart is a good place to start. By living each day with the goal
to be authentic—flaws and all—we have an opportunity to show
our husbands how Christ is working in our own lives. (There’s
that present tense again.) Our perfection will not speak of
Christ’s presence in us, but our earnestness to overcome and be
more Christlike will. That means we have to be willing to admit
when we’re wrong and to apologize—to allow our husband to
see us intentionally working to overcome our faults, and to risk
looking less than our best sometimes.

And the results? We’ll leave those to God. 

Discovery
Delving into some of these areas of authenticity can be chal-
lenging. Take a moment and pray, first asking the Holy Spirit
to align your heart with God’s. Tell Him you want to be willing

104 Winning Him Without Words



K E Y  # 7

Pick and Choose 
Your Battles

(Lynn)

But make up your mind not to worry beforehand how 
you will defend yourselves. For I will give you words and wisdom that

none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict.

L U K E  2 1 : 1 4 - 1 5

It was December 25 and I was six years old. I don’t remember
the events of this particular Christmas from my own memory,
but I share them with you as retold to me by my grandma. On
this particular Christmas, my mother was at the hospital deliv-
ering my baby brother. Yes, he was a Christmas baby, so was
my grandma and my son, a strange and interesting factoid
about our family.

Earlier in the morning, my parents had rushed out of the
house, leaving my younger sister and me at home with Grandma
and Papa. We adored our grandparents and, as was often the
case, my grandma sat down with me to play the board game
Marbles. Grandma placed the homemade wooden board on the
floor and counted out the different colored marbles and then
filled the spaces drilled to hold them. (Our version of Marbles re-
sembles today’s board game called Sorry.) Sitting opposite
Grandma, criss-cross applesauce, I squealed with excitement.



your children and the world around you. Take a minute to pray
and ask the Lord about the words you speak. Would God ap-
prove of all of your words? Ask the Lord to help you make a real
and lasting change in this area of your life.

1. What are several flash points that bring conflict in
your marriage?

2. What would be a different approach to resolve con-
flict that would work for you in the future? Write
out the words you will choose to use in the future
to resolve conflict.

3. What was one time when you found yourself de-
fending Christ to your unsaved husband? What
was the result? Was this a stand-up or a shut-up
moment? What would you do differently now?

4. What phrases can you choose to say to bless your
spouse and children? Make a list of these words,
and then make it a point this week to say them to
your family.

5. What specifically can you do to be the peacemaker
in your home?

6. Our God loves us so much that He will never
leave us unchanged. What does this statement
mean to you?

Select three of the Scripture verses from this chapter about
the words we speak. Write them down on a small index card
and carry them in your purse. Read them repeatedly. Once you
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The LORD himself goes before you and will be with you;
he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be
afraid; do not be discouraged (Deut. 31:8).

The king is enthralled by your beauty; honor him, for
he is your lord (Ps. 45:11).

You have ravished my heart and given me courage, my
sister, my [promised] bride; you have ravished my heart
and given me courage with one look from your eyes,
with one jewel of your necklace (Song of Sol. 4:9, AMP).

I [the Lord] have loved you with an everlasting love; I
have drawn you with loving-kindness (Jer. 31:3).

And I pray that you, being rooted and established in
love, may have power, together with all the saints, to
grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love
of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowl-
edge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the
fullness of God (Eph. 3:17-19).

Jesus loves us to distraction. He will relentlessly pursue a
love relationship with us forever. When we accept and live in
the truth of the boundless love of Jesus, we become free to love
others with authenticity. 

Out of our hearts our words flow.

Discovery
You have the opportunity to bring about a practical change in
your marriage relationship by choosing to change the words
you use. Your spoken words can greatly impact your marriage,
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memorize them, you will be astounded at how they will come
to you in a time of conflict. You will discover how your re-
sponses change in the months ahead.

Prayer
Father, today I surrender my husband wholly to You. I am 
relinquishing my desire to save my husband, and I ask You to
take Your rightful place in seeking and saving him for eternity.
Lord, show me the areas of conflict I need to stand upon as

well as issues I can surrender and trust You to handle. You tell
us in Your Word that if we need wisdom, we should ask You
for it and You will be generous in giving it to us [see Jas. 1:5].
Lord, place in my mind Your wisdom that I may be the peace-
maker and the one to help resolve conflict with my spouse.
Jesus, our words have the power of life and death, of cutting
and healing. From this day forward, place a new awareness in
my heart to be mindful of the words I speak to others. Place
Your words in my conscious and unconscious mind so that
only words that are good and pleasing come from my lips.

Lord, “may the words of my mouth and the meditation of my
heart be pleasing in Your sight” [Ps. 19:14]. In the

powerful name of Jesus, amen.
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K E Y  # 8

Move from Hurt to Healing—
Seasons of Marriage

(Lynn)

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort. 

2  C O R I N TH I AN S  1 : 3

A few years ago, my husband gave me a gift. Over the years, 
I have received many types of gifts from my man; however, this
gift is the best one of all. He gave me a garden.

A garden is an unlikely present for a man to give a woman
and even more peculiar when you consider that 10 years ago, if
you had known me, you would have laughed yourself silly to
think that Lynn Donovan would do anything domestic, let alone
cultivate soil, risking dirt accumulating under her nails. It’s true.

However, God in His amazing wisdom knew my soul craved
more than working behind a desk, so He turned my world up-
side down, revealing something better. Isn’t that just like Him?
I left the corporate world of banking, and we moved out of state
to a greener climate, leaving the desert behind. We settled into
our new home and acclimated to our new surroundings. I dis-
covered I enjoyed domestic life.

Several years passed before we decided to tear out our
small backyard patch of grass and put in an area for a flower



stand the details of God’s doings, and we grow discouraged
when we don’t get answers to the whys of our hurts. We don’t
comprehend God’s plans for us or our spouse, but once in a
great while, He allows us a glimpse of the miraculous. That’s
more than enough for me.

Our Lord loves my husband (and yours) more than I can
even imagine. I am convinced, without a doubt, that Jesus has a
multitude of encounters lined up and waiting in my husband’s
future, just like the one he had with Joe. And I have a front-row
seat to watch the astonishing unfold. So pull up a chair, my
friends. We are on one crazy, challenging but fantastic journey.
The best is yet to come, and it’s all because of Jesus.

Discovery
Whatever your current season of marriage, the Lord is beside
you. You can believe that He is working for the good of those
who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose.
Pray and ask the Lord to reveal His purposes for you, your mar-
riage and your future together. Ask Him to uncover areas of un-
forgiveness and place them at the foot of the cross. He has an
amazing adventure for us and will bring our husband along in
His perfect timing.

1. What is the current season of your marriage?

2. What are the expectations and entitlements that re-
main unfulfilled in your marriage? Examine your
list. Determine to see them in the light of God’s pur-
pose. Begin to pray this week that the Lord will help
you release any bitterness you have in your heart.
Write a quick prayer right now.

3. Look up Psalm 139:23-24. How does this Scripture
apply to your marriage?
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4. In this chapter, my friend Marian shares the way
she prays through forgiveness. What is one area of
unforgiveness that you will work through using
this process? Write down the date and a commit-
ment to Christ to see this process through to its
conclusion.

5. Can you remember a time you had a front-row seat
to watch something God was doing? Describe what
happened. 

6. What is God’s calling for your future?

Prayer
Jesus, from this day forward, change my heart to see the 

miraculous around me. Help me to release the expectations and
entitlements I have held tightly in my grip and rejoice in the

things I have that are of lasting importance, such as my husband,
my children, my family and the kingdom of God. Lord, reveal 
the areas of unforgiveness that are holding me hostage to pain. 
I release them to You and ask that You place a balm of healing

over those scars. Father, when I am hurt in the future, 
be my protector and give me the grace to release all bitterness 
before it gets stored in my heart. Jesus, I long to sit in the front
row and watch You perform miracles in the life of my husband.

Let me be a prayerful participant, and I thank You now 
for the work You are already doing to bring about my spouse’s
salvation. Jesus, You are the reason I live and breathe. I praise

You. I worship You. I will live my life for You. In Your 
name I pray all these things, amen.
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K E Y  # 9

Keep Your Armor On—
You’re at War!

(Dineen)

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the
full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s
schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against
the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark
world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 

E PH E S I A N S  6 : 1 0 - 1 2

The Battle We Can’t See
If you are like me, you most likely get pulled in multiple di-
rections on a daily basis. Interruptions abound, and your self-
identity is as apparent and flittering as the steam on the
bathroom mirror. That’s if you even got a shower today. You’re
a mother, a wife, an administrative assistant, a maid, a butcher,
a baker and a candlestick maker. Your job changes according
to what time of day it is. 

So often our lives become more about what’s going wrong
than what’s going right. How can it not when we are barraged
moment to moment by the same circumstances or new ones
compounding the old? By the end of the day, our brains feel
like a battlefield and our hearts have the holes to show the di-
rect hits we’ve taken.



in California politics. I found myself being asked questions about
the Bible and my beliefs that ran me in circles. 

Why? Because, like water running down a funnel to a final
destination, the ultimate answer never failed to wind up at the
cross of Christ. I had to give the reason behind my hope. The frus-
trating part was that no matter how I tried to explain myself, my
answers didn’t seem to satisfy him. 

One night after two hours of this dance of endless loops into
the wee hours of the night, I said, “Enough.” I was exhausted. He left
the room and I wept, feeling like a complete failure. Why had my
answers fallen on such unreceptive ears? Why hadn’t God arrived
and brought the salvation message home to my husband’s heart? 

As I cried and prayed, God’s soft voice crept in and told me
that I’d done exactly as He had asked me to. I’d given the reason
behind my hope. I’d shared His Son. Then He said to leave the
rest to Him. Though I hadn’t witnessed a dramatic conversion in
my husband, God affirmed my actions of being faithful to share
what I knew. 

We never know when we’ll be called into action, but in the
meantime, we have the chance to prepare for battle. God’s Word
is our most valuable weapon against the enemy who is bent on
keeping our husbands from coming to know Christ and deter-
mined to destroy our marriages. 

As wives, we have the opportunity to be proactive with our
prayers in the lives of our husbands, with whom we can’t vocally
share our faith and the Bible. We may not be able to win our hus-
band’s salvation with our words, but our prayers are the sub-
stance of miracles. 

Discovery
Before you begin the study questions, ask God to show you any
areas of your marriage that are vulnerable and to lead you to Scrip-
tures to pray for your spouse and for your marriage and family.
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1. In what areas of your life and your marriage has the
enemy gained a foothold?

2. In what ways do you (or can you) show your faith to
your spouse without using any words?

3. Is your faith (your obedience to God, your peace,
your trust) dependent upon your spouse’s salva-
tion? Why or why not?

4. What piece of your spiritual armor needs the most
polishing?

5. Do you have a special time set aside each day to
spend with God alone—to pray, to worship, to study
His Word and to equip yourself? If not, make a com-
mitment now to spend 10 or 15 minutes with God
at the start of your day. Set aside a special spot and
keep your Bible and study materials there (if you
can). Then keep that appointment every day for a
month. You’ll be surprised at how that 10 or 15 min-
utes winds up being 20 or 30 minutes or even longer.

6. Think of two or three people who you would feel
comfortable approaching for prayer. Make a com-
mitment to contact them this week and ask them to
be part of a prayer team for you and your husband.

Prayer
Father God, I praise You and thank You for this armor 
You have given me. Help me each day to don the helmet of

salvation to keep my thoughts secure in Your truth, 
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K E Y  # 1 0

Learn When to Pray the Most
Dangerous Prayer

(Dineen)

You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, 
because he trusts in you.

I S A I A H  2 6 : 3

John the Baptist
John the Baptist stayed on my mind heavily one week. I won-
dered what he might have felt if he had seen Jesus with the
Twelve. Did he wish to be one of those men chosen to follow Je-
sus, constantly in the presence of the Son of God? Did he ques-
tion why he’d been set apart? Or did he actually have the better
job than those of the Twelve? 

Even as an unborn baby, John seemed to know what his life
was about and for. In utero, he “leaped for joy” at the sound of
Mary’s voice (Luke 1:44). Before he was even born, his path was
set—what he would eat, how he would dress and what his mission
would be. He was even filled with the Holy Spirit from birth.

But still . . . did he wonder, question or sometimes even de-
sire to switch places with one of the disciples? Or was he com-
pletely at peace with his place in preparing the way for Jesus?

The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and
said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin



The original Hebrew word for “engraved” is chaqah, the same
word that’s related to chakah, which means to long, wait or tarry.

I know this might be a stretch, but is it possible that God
engraved us on His hands because He longs and waits for us and
He waits for our unbelieving loved ones as well? I don’t know
about you, but to think that not only are we engraved upon
God’s hands but those He waits for are there as well just blows
me away. Make a mental picture of your unbelieving spouse’s
name engraved upon the hand of God. And if I may make one
more leap, I wonder if this engraving resembles the nail holes
that pierced the hands of Christ—similar to the relation between
chakah and chaqah. I hope that gives you chills like it did me. 

But I have one final connection for you, and it’s the biggest
example we have of God waiting and longing: God sent His Son
Jesus to us at just the right time. He didn’t do it as soon as man
fell from grace in the Garden of Eden. He didn’t send the Mes-
siah when the Israelites were captives in Egypt. No, He waited
until the perfect moment in His timing, longing for us every
step of the way with our names engraved on His hands. 

God waited to send His Son. For you. For me. And for our
unbelieving husbands.

Discovery
You know the saying “Save the best for last”? Sometimes the best
can also be the hardest. Lynn and I understand how difficult it
may be for you to pray this most dangerous prayer right now.
Trust God to show you how to get there. He will, in His time.
Pray along those lines before you answer the questions below. 

1. Reflecting on the lives of John and Peter, what do
you see as most significant in each man’s mission?
What doubts did each man have? What strengths?
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2. Do you believe God is, can or will use you to reveal
His Son to your husband? 

3. What holds you back from praying the most dan-
gerous prayer? What are you most afraid of? Make
a list of your fears and bring them to God. Pray over
each one and ask Him to show you the truth. 

4. Reflect over past trials and look for ways God pre-
pared you for them. How did each event change
you and prepare you for the next trial? 

5. Read Romans 5:3-5. What keeps you from believ-
ing that God will prepare you to handle whatever is
necessary to bring your husband to faith? 

6. Pull out your list of unanswered prayers from chap-
ter 4. For that third column, what are some possi-
ble reasons why it isn’t time for each prayer to be
answered yet? Write those reasons in that column.

Waiting can be the most difficult part of our faith. Using an
online resource or a concordance, look up Scriptures that deal
with waiting and hoping (for example, Gen. 49:18; Pss. 31:24;
37:7,9; 59:9; Lam. 3:25; Eph. 4:4; 1 Pet. 1:3; Heb. 10:23). Write
down the ones that speak to you most on index cards (your fa-
vorite color, of course!) and memorize them. 

Prayer
Lord, You are so amazing in Your love for me! I trust You 
with my life and I trust You with my husband. I give this 

precious man into Your hands and wait at Your feet for Your 
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A P P E N D I X  2

Praying Scriptures

Praying Scriptures is one of the most powerful ways to unleash
God’s power into the life of our spouse, our family members
and ourselves. The first section is a compilation of favorite
Scripture prayers and testimonies from us and our blog readers.
The next section is a wonderful list of Scriptures turned into
prayers for the lost. The third section is for you—Scriptures of
hope to pray to encourage and strengthen you.

Scripture Prayers from Us and 
from Our Blog Readers

For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it
is with your mouth that you confess and are saved (Rom. 10:10). 

I (Lynn) pray this Scripture in Romans 10:10 every day for my
husband. 

He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set
eternity in the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what God
has done from beginning to end (Eccles. 3:11).

This is the Scripture God has called me (Dineen) to pray
for my husband. I personalize it by praying, “Lord, You make
everything beautiful in its time, and I know You are doing that
in my husband’s heart and life. You have set eternity in our



hearts, and I ask that You awaken a yearning for Your eternity
in my husband’s heart.” 

For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom his whole
family in heaven and on earth derives its name. I pray that out
of his glorious riches he may strengthen you, _____________,
with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ
may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you,
___________, being rooted and established in love, may have
power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long
and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love
that surpasses knowledge—that you, __________, may be
filled to the measure of all the fullness of God (Eph. 3:14-19). 

A woman who had been spiritually mismatched for more
than 12 years prayed this for her husband every day. I (Dineen)
have used it frequently since. 

I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glori-
ous Father, may give you, _____________, the Spirit of wis-
dom and revelation, so that you, _____________, may know
him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be en-
lightened in order that you, _____________, may know the
hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inher-
itance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us
who believe (Eph. 1:17-19). 

This is a great prayer not only for our husbands but also for
our loved ones, as are the following prayers from our readers. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow him all the days of his
life, and he shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever (Ps.
23:6). [Bridget]
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But blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose confidence
is in him. He will be like a tree planted by the water that sends
out its roots by the stream. It does not fear when heat comes; its
leaves are always green. It has no worries in a year of drought
and never fails to bear fruit (Jer. 17:7-8). [Tracy]

Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be
able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing
and perfect will (Rom. 12:2). [Rosheeda]

Finally, _____________, be strong in the Lord and in his
mighty power. Put on the full armor of God so that you,
_____________, can take your stand against the devil’s
schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of
this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armor of God, so
that when the day of evil comes, you, _____________, may be
able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything,
to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around
your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and
with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the
gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith,
with which you, _____________, can extinguish all the flam-
ing arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. And pray in the
Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.
With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all
the saints (Eph. 6:10-18). [Stacy]

For I know (perceive, have knowledge of, and am acquainted
with) him Whom I have believed (adhered to and trusted in and
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relied on), and I am (positively) persuaded that he is able to
guard and keep that which has been entrusted to me and which
I have committed (to him) until that day (2 Tim. 1:12, AMP). 

I know this Scripture isn’t talking about this, but I like to think
that the Lord entrusted me with my husband . . . and as I com-
mit him back to God, He will guard and keep him safe until he
comes to the realization of the truth. [Karen]

And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build
my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it (Matt.
16:18).

Lynn and Dineen, I am a wife of almost 34 years who has walked
through a marriage road littered with explosive land mines, but
because God is faithful, He and I were able to overcome my hus-
band’s drug/alcohol/pornography addictions, a long-term af-
fair with another woman, and my husband’s emotional, verbal
and financial abuse and unrelenting controlling nature. We are
now on the other side of this! And have been for several years
now. My husband loves the Lord and spends much time in
Bible study, seeking godly relationships in church and prayer.
Our story is truly a miracle. Our four wonderful grown chil-
dren have forgiven him and have a healthy relationship with
him. I claimed many, many Scriptures through the years, but
the one I still use and hold onto every day is based upon the
principal of Matthew 16:18. The words are slightly different,
but this is what I say and claim in Jesus’ name: “Upon the Lord I
have built my life, my home, and my marriage and the gates of hell shall
not prevail against it. Not this day.” God is sovereign, merciful and
faithful, and it is only because of Him that I have a life being re-
built on His foundation. He is truly restoring to us the years
the locust ate away. [Cathy]
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Scripture Prayers for the Lost
The following are Scripture prayers that you can use to plead
for the salvation of lost people. Each prayer is based on Scrip-
ture and can help you offer powerful intercession for those who
need the Lord Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Savior.1

Father, in the name of Jesus, I plead that You will draw ________
to Jesus Christ in true faith and repentance (John 6:44).

In the name of Jesus, I ask You, Father, to quicken ___________
who is dead in sins and trespasses (Eph. 2:1).

Father, I ask You to bind and remove Satan’s work in _______’s
life and to open _______________’s eyes to the truth of the
gospel (2 Cor. 4:4).

Holy Spirit, I pray that You would convince _____________
that he/she is lost, separated from God, and headed to hell
(Rom. 3:23).

Holy Spirit, in the name of Jesus, I pray that You would destroy
any false ideas that _______________ has about Jesus Christ
and salvation through Him (Prov. 14:12).

Lord Jesus, I plead that You will seek out ________________
and save him/her from his/her sins and eternal condemnation
(Luke 19:10).

Father, I pray that You will open ________________’s heart
so that he/she will receive and believe the gospel (Acts 16:14).

Holy Spirit, I ask You through Your power and __________’s
circumstances to prepare him/her to hear and receive the Word
of God (Matt. 13:1-9,18-23).
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Holy Spirit, I plead that ______________ will understand
the gospel when it is presented to him/her so that the devil can-
not snatch it away (Matt. 13:5,9).

Holy Spirit, in the name of Jesus, I plead that the Word of God
will take root in ____________’s life and bring about true
salvation in ____________’s life (Matt. 13:6,20-21).

Father, I ask that the pleasures of this world and the pressures
of life will not choke the Word of God that has been sown into
_______________’s life (Matt. 13:7,22).

Father, I plead that You will deliver ________________ from
the kingdom of darkness and place ________________ into
the kingdom of Your dear Son (Col. 1:13).

Father, I pray that _______________ will receive the free gift
of eternal life through Jesus Christ the Lord (Rom. 6:23).

Lord Jesus, I ask that _________________ will not trust in
himself/herself, but that ________________ will completely
trust in You as his/her Savior and Lord (Gal. 2:16).

Holy God, I pray that You would grant genuine repentance to
______________________, a repentance that will cause
him/her to hate sin and to turn from it (Acts 11:8; Luke 13:1-3).

Lord God, I plead that You would grant ________________
genuine faith, a faith that trusts in Jesus alone and surrenders
to Him as Lord and Savior (Eph. 2:8-10).

Holy Spirit, I pray that You would stir _______________ out
of his/her indifference and complacency concerning his/her
condition and his/her need of the Lord Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 6:2).
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I ask in the name of Jesus Christ that ______________ would
surrender himself/herself to the Lord Jesus Christ (Rom. 14:9).

Father, I pray that You will send people continually into
________________’s life who will share the gospel with
him/her (Rom. 10:14).

Father, I plead in the name of Jesus that You will put a new
heart in ________________ and that You will place Your
Holy Spirit in him/her (Jer. 42:30; Ezek. 11:19-20).

Holy Spirit, I pray that You will cause _________________
to hate sin and that You will break the power of those sins that
are hindering him/her from coming to Christ (Mark 9:43-47).

Lord Jesus, I ask that _______________ would surrender to
You, denying himself/herself, take up the Cross, and follow You
(Luke 9:23).

Father, I plead that _____________ will understand that
his/her only hope for forgiveness and acceptance with You is
through Jesus’ work on the Cross (1 Cor. 1:18).

Father, I pray that _____________ would not neglect the glo-
rious salvation that is available through Your Son (Heb. 2:1-3).

Lord Jesus, I pray that ________________ will feel and know
the burden of his/her sin and will come to You for forgiveness
and salvation (Matt. 11:28-30).

Father, I plead that _________________ will make a gen-
uine commitment to Jesus Christ as the Lord and Savior of
his/her life (Luke 14:24-33).
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Lord Jesus, I plead that ____________________ will not be
content with the appearance of righteousness but will seek You
for the transformation of his/her whole life (Matt. 23:27-29).

Father, I pray that ___________________ will see that
his/her good works are as filthy rags in Your sight and that they
will not save him/her (Isa. 64:6).

Father, I ask that _______________ would believe and trust
Your Son that You sent to be the Savior of sinners (John 5:24).

Lord Jesus, I ask that _______________ would not die in his/
her sins but would trust You and receive eternal life (John 8:24).

Because You came into the world to save sinners, I plead with
You to save _____________, who is a sinner and in need of
Your grace and mercy (1 Tim. 1:13-16).

Holy Spirit, I pray that You would humble ______________
so that he/she sees his/her need of Jesus Christ (Ps. 18:27; Prov.
8:13,29:23).

The “Six Questions” Method 
of Prayer Evangelism 

Another way you can intercede for lost people is by praying
through the following questions. These questions deal with the
most basic issues of life. By praying for these items, the lost per-
son can be prepared to hear and receive the gospel of Jesus Christ.

1. Why: Ask God to cause this person to wonder why
they reject Jesus Christ and His salvation. Call on
Him to show this person the foolishness of reject-
ing Christ and of living life without Him.
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2. What: Ask God to cause the person to start asking
the question, “What is the purpose of my life?”
Plead with God to plant in his or her heart an ur-
gency concerning this question.

3. When: Pray that God will grant this person an empti-
ness of heart. Ask God to show them that sin and
selfishness will not satisfy. Call on God to cause this
person to start asking the questions, “When will I
really be free? When can I find true peace and hope?”

4. Whom: Pray that God will cause this person to
doubt all the lies that he or she has concerning
Christianity. Call on God to cause the person to
ask, “Whom can I trust? In whom can I find hope?”

5. How: Plead that God will plant this question in the
heart of the person, “How can I cope with my prob-
lems?” Pray that God will grant hopelessness in the
heart of this person. Ask God to show this person
that he or she cannot cope in his or her own power
or strength. Pray that he or she will be forced to
look to God.

6. Where: Call on God to cause this person to contem-
plate the question, “Where will I go when I die?”

Scripture Prayers for Yourself
Pray these Scriptures for yourself, or just read them and affirm
that God is truly the wild-hope maker. Our greatest asset aside
from our salvation is our hope. Keep it alive and strong so that
the enemy’s darts will bounce off your shield of faith. 
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But now, Lord, what do I look for? My hope is in you (Ps. 39:7).

Why are you downcast, O my soul? Why so disturbed within me? 
Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Savior and
my God (Ps. 42:11).

Show me the path where I should walk, O LORD; point out the
right road for me to follow. Lead me by your truth and teach
me, for you are the God who saves me. All day long I put my
hope in you (Ps. 25:4-5, NLT).

No one whose hope is in you will ever be put to shame (Ps. 25:3). 

But the eyes of the Lord are on those who fear him, on those
whose hope is in his unfailing love (Ps. 33:18). 

Remember your promise to me, for it is my only hope (Ps.
119:49, NLT).

“For I know the plans I have for you,” says the LORD. “They
are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and
a hope” (Jer. 29:11, NLT).

And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out
his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given
us (Rom. 5:5).

For everything that was written in the past was written to teach
us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the
Scriptures we might have hope (Rom. 15:4).

Be strong and let your heart take courage, all you who wait for
and hope for and expect the Lord! (Ps. 31:24, AMP).
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Those who reverently and worshipfully fear You will see me
and be glad, because I have hoped in Your word and tarried for
it (Ps. 119:74, AMP).

But those who wait on the LORD will find new strength. They
will soar high on wings like eagles. They will run and not grow
weary. They will walk and not faint (Isa. 40:31, NLT).

Hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he al-
ready has? But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait
for it patiently (Rom. 8:24-25). 

Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer
(Rom. 12:12). 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust
in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the
Holy Spirit (Rom. 15:13). 

Note
1. Special thanks to Dr. Kevin Meador and his team at Prayer Closet Ministries, Inc. for
allowing us to share this list of Scriptures to pray and the “Six Questions” method
of prayer evangelism; see http://www.prayerclosetministries.org/assets/PDF/Pray
ing%20For%20the%20Lost.pdf.
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Small-Group Agreement

I will pray to grow spiritually as an individual and as a group. 
I will ask God to help me build a strong marriage through 

the application of biblical truth. 

I will give priority to the group meeting, arriving on time, 
with reading and study questions completed.

I will pray regularly for group members

I will pray daily for my husband.

I will help the meeting be a safe place where women 
are free to be authentic and develop trust and godly relationships.

I will keep confidences. What is said in the group will 
stay in the group.

I will be patient with others, offering love and staying 
clear of judgments.

I will feel free to invite other women to join the group who I think
would benefit from the study and prayer. 

I will feel free to laugh, love and cry. 

I will expect Jesus to show up.

Signed _____________________________ Date_____________
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Member Class Form

Name _______________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________
Phone ______________________________________________
Email _______________________________________________
Spouse’s name _______________________________________
Childrens’ names and ages ______________________________ 

What are you hoping to learn from this study?
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________

What is your greatest spiritual, physical or emotional challenge
at this time?
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________

How can your group leader pray for you throughout this study?
What in particular would you like the leader to pray for?
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________

What questions do you have?
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
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