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Foreword by Andy Stanley

Debunking Discouraging Myths 

   About Marriage and Divorce

• the fallacy of the 50% divorce rate

• the surprising truth about divorce among churchgoers

• how most marriages are happier and healthier than we’ve been told

the

good news
about marriage
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Survey Results: What Percent  
of Marriages Have Ended in Divorce?

Study	 Percent	“Ever	Divorced”*

US Census Bureau, 2009 SIPP (men and <28% (probably  
women; first marriage only) less than 25%)

US Census Bureau, 2009 SIPP (women  
only; first or subsequent marriage)15 

30.8%
 

University of Chicago, General Social  
Survey, 201216 

35.5%

University of Texas–Austin, National  
Fatherhood Initiative Marriage  23.4% 
Survey, 200517

Barna Group, 200818 33%

Marist Poll for the Knights of Columbus,  
2010 (divorced or annulled)19 

37%

*of those ever married



 

The Declining Rate of Divorce
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*Note: This “crude divorce rate” is the only one for which we have a 

complete apples-to-apples comparison over this length of time.24

Source: Census Bureau, Statistical Abstract 2012 (table 78) and 

CDC/NCHS National Marriage and Divorce Rate Trends (2011).25
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Happiness Results from Other Studies*

	 Percent	Happy		
Study	and	Findings	 or	Very	Happy

The General Social Survey (GSS) has been run  98% 
by the National Opinion Research Center at the  
University of Chicago43 since 1972. Their overall  
happiness numbers have remained fairly consistent  
over the last forty years, with around 98 percent of  
respondents describing their marriages as happy.  
These 2012 results are not yet published but were  
tabulated for us by GSS director Dr. Tom Smith:44

Taking all things together, how would you  
describe your marriage?
 Very happy—65.4%
 Pretty happy—32.2%
 Not too happy—2.3%

A 2005 survey conducted by the Office of Survey  96% 
Research at the University of Texas–Austin for  
the National Fatherhood Initiative Marriage Survey  
(NFIMS) found 96 percent described their marriage  
as happy, and 88 percent as “completely” or “very”  
satisfied with their marriage.45

Taking things altogether, how would you  
describe your marriage?
 Very happy—68.5%
 Pretty happy—27.9%
 Not too happy—3.6%

All in all, how satisfied are you with your marriage?
 Completely satisfied—50%
 Very satisfied—38%
 Somewhat satisfied—9%
 Not very satisfied—2%
 Not at all satisfied—1%

A GfK Roper poll (likely 2008) for Divorce360 75% 
.com found that most people described a happy  
marriage as one where the couple was happy at  
least three-quarters of the time and that 75 percent  



of respondents indeed described themselves that  
way.46

Those who say they are happy in their marriages…
 At least three-quarters of the time—75%
 At least half the time—15%
 Never happy—5%47

Marist conducted a 2010 poll for the Knights of  91% 
Columbus,48 finding the following happiness levels  
among those who are married:

 Very happy—58%
 Happy—33%
 Not very happy—7%
 Not happy at all—2%

Dr. Brad Wilcox with the National Marriage Project 72%  
conducted a survey of married couples with  
children at home and ran a special analysis for  
me comparing the answers of husbands and wives  
to each other in the same categories as my  
Surprising Secrets of Highly Happy Marriages study.  
Even though these marriages are statistically more  
likely to be strained (by the child-rearing years),  
72 percent were still happy!49

 Very happy—26%
 Happy—46%
 Less than happy—28%

Several state-specific studies have found similar  97% 
results. One highly regarded 2001 study, “Marriage  
in Oklahoma,” was conducted by an all-star group  
of researchers, including Dr. Scott Stanley, the  
senior program consultant for the project.50 This  
study discovered over two-thirds of Oklahoma  
couples were very happy.

Would you say your marriage is:
 Very happy—68%
 Pretty happy—29%
 Not too happy—3%

*Due to rounding, some totals do not equal 100%.



	Marist	Poll,	Published	in	August	201053

Do you think you married the right person, or not?
 Yes—95%
 No—5%

The	National	Fatherhood	Initiative	Marriage	Survey	(NFIMS)54

Would you marry the same person if you had to do it over 
again?
 Yes—93% 
 No—7%

Since you married (married your current spouse), have you  
ever seriously considered filing for divorce?
 Yes—13%
 No—87%

Do you expect to be married for life?
 Yes—97%
 No—3%



The Impact of Church Attendance  
on Divorce Rate

	 	 	Ever	 Never		
	 	 divorced	 divorced

US population (in general)   33% 67%

Christians who attended church in the  
last 7 days   

27% 73%

Everyone else (non-Christian, not in  
church last 7 days)  

37% 63%
 

Subgroups

Evangelical weekly attenders66  25% 75% 

Catholic weekly attenders  22% 78%

Source: Barna Group, 2008 OmniPoll (special analysis for Shaunti 

Feldhahn).

As you can see, being part of a church community does 
make a difference. That is good news!67 It is also encouraging to 
know that the impact found by the Barna Group is on the low 
end of the scale. Other studies have found an even bigger im-
provement in the divorce rate among churchgoers—mostly due 
to the impact of church attendance itself, rather than other fac-
tors. The next study is a great example.

Study 2: Brad Wilcox and the “Cultural Contradictions” 

Study68—Divorce Rate Drops by 50 Percent Among 

Churchgoers, and Most of That Is Due to Church  

Attendance, Not Other Factors

The landmark National Survey of Families and Households 
(NSFH) is one of the largest, most detailed, and precise surveys 



Reduction in Divorce for Active Churchgoers*

	 Actual	Reduction		 Reduction	in	Divorce	Rate	Attributed	
	 in	Divorce	Rate	 to	Church	Attendance	Alone**

Overall Average73 50% 35%

Active Mainline  
Protestant  

54%  35%

Active Conservative  
Protestant74  

44%  35%
 

Active Catholic  50%  31% 

*As compared to those who do not regularly attend church. “Active” is 

defined as attending several times per month.

**After controlling for socioeconomic factors.



 Happiness Levels Among Couples 
 Where Both Spouses Agree 
 “God Is at the Center of Our Marriage”
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Note: to be categorized as “Very Happy” both the husband and 

wife had to independently declare that they were at the highest 

level of happiness in their marriage.

Source: The Surprising Secrets of Highly Happy Marriages study, 

Shaunti Feldhahn, 2013.

40%

7%

53%

happy but most marriages of people in the average local church 
are very happy. What an encouraging finding for the average pas-
tor or church counselor who is wondering if his or her work even 
makes a difference!

Study 2: PREPARE/ENRICH Study by Dr. David  

Olson82—the Better the Couples’ Agreement on  

Actions Such as Bible Reading and Prayer, the 

Closer and Happier the Couple Was

Dr. David Olson, professor emeritus at the University of Minne-
sota and founder of the highly respected assessment organization 
PREPARE/ENRICH, has surveyed over fifty thousand couples 



“My Partner and I Pray Together  
on a Regular Basis”

	 Strongly	 	 	 	 Strongly		
Couple	Connectedness	 Disagree	 Disagree		 Undecided	 Agree	 Agree

Highly  
Connected (18%) 

5% 14% 16% 26% 42%

Connected (15%) 8% 16% 15% 19% 20%

Committed (17%) 14% 18% 16% 18% 14%

Disconnected (24%) 24% 27% 25% 23% 18%

Highly  
Disconnected (26%) 

48% 25% 27% 15% 6%

Source: “Marriage Oneness” surveys, tabulated by PREPARE/ENRICH for 

FamilyLife. Due to rounding, columns may not total 100%.



first marriages, which are believed to have a “flip a coin” 50 per-
cent failure rate, it must be smothering for those in second and 
third marriages to feel they are so unlikely to succeed! For every 
couple that was motivated and determined by the statistics (such 
as the ones I was interviewing), how many were discouraged?

Although eight in ten marriages that exist today are first 
marriages (among women), it is still painful to think about the 
others, about those in a second or third marriage who believe that 
they have a better chance of winning at roulette than of keeping 
their marriage intact.

What Percent of Marriages  
Are Remarriages?*

First marriage 80.5% 

Second marriage 15.8%

Third marriage (or more) 3.8% 

*Among women. (Remarriage is more common among women, in part 

because women tend to live longer than men.) Source: US Census Bureau, 

SIPP table 10, 2009. 

Fueling the Legend

Because there are far fewer studies on remarriage in general, it is 
hard to get a handle on the right divorce statistics for those mar-
riages—which is probably one reason why the wrong ones get so 
much traction. It appears that remarriages do face a moderately 
higher divorce rate (more on that below), but the ultra-high rates 



When we look at this data, there is no way to know the num-
bers for the rate of divorce rather than death, but it will certainly 
be significantly lower than 35 percent. And it is good news that at 
most the divorce rate for second marriages is only six percentage 
points higher than the divorce rate for first marriages. (This is 
similar to the finding of a well-regarded, older study by Professor 
Emeritus Bumpass.)94

Although this is pure speculation, because second marriages 
are so much more likely than first marriages to end in death, it is 
analytically even possible that the actual long-term divorce rate 
among remarriages could be lower than for first marriages. Espe-
cially, as referenced below, once you get past the first few years of 
the second marriage. (See also endnote 94 about Larry Bumpass’s 
study.)

Even among third marriages, the marriages-not-intact num-
bers are not the majority, as 59 percent of women on their third 
marriages are still married to that spouse (meaning 41 percent 
aren’t, due to widowhood or divorce). For the full breakdown, see 
the table below.

Intact Marriages

	 	 Women	 Men

First marriage intact 71% 81%

Second marriage intact 65% 78%

Third marriage intact 59% 75%

Source: US Census Bureau, 2009 SIPP, calculated from table 6.



 Do You Care About Your Spouse and Want 
 the Best for Them, Even During Painful Times?

100%
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 Highly Happy  Mostly Happy Struggling
 Couples Couples Couples

80%

Yes, absolutely

Yes, sometimes

No, not really

99% 97%

17%
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0% 0%



unlikely it is that most of those problems were deep-rooted, 
highly complex issues.102

Instead, one of the reasons that sticking with it is probably so 
effective is something that I found in our nationally representa-
tive survey.103 In 82 percent of the so-so or struggling marriages, 
one of the partners didn’t seem to realize their spouse was actually 
not happy. Couples in which both people answered that they 
weren’t happy comprised only four percentage points out of the 22 
percent of couples who were listed as struggling. In all the rest, 
one partner said he or she was happy. This is a high degree of 
simply not being clued in to a partner’s unhappiness. 

Marriages Where One or Both Spouses  
Are Less Than Happy

Both partners agree they are less than happy  18%

One spouse thinks the marriage is happy  82%

Source: Data from The Surprising Secrets of Highly Happy Marriages study, 

Shaunti Feldhahn, 2013.

As odd as it sounds, I see this as hopeful. It would seem to be 
far easier to get one slightly oblivious and one hurting person to 
change than to get two people entrenched in anger and hurt to 
change. It is a lot easier to solve a lack of awareness than alcohol-
ism. Remember, even the most hurting spouses usually care 
about and want the best for their mates. Sure, there are also some 
marriages ruined by inconsiderate jerks who simply don’t care, 
but that is a tiny percentage of the total. In most cases, just be-



period, you see instantly that there is a problem: the CDC di-
vorce rate is double that which the census found.

After Five Years of Marriage 

2009 Census Report divorce rate    10%

2010 CDC/NSFG Report divorce rate  20%

We realized the 2009 SIPP survey was more nationally rep-
resentative for age at marriage and the CDC report was not (as 
you’ll see below). And keep in mind, the first five years of mar-
riage show the highest rate of divorce anyway. So the CDC data 
was somehow taking a high divorce period in married life and 
making it look even worse. As with several other similar major 
discrepancies between surveys we found, we knew this one was 
worth investigating.

So why did one report show a divorce rate that was so much 
worse than the other?
The bottom line is that both were large surveys, but the CDC 
report had two major differences: (1) a very large percentage of 
survey takers were from a much higher-risk group (those married 
young), and (2) even where the lower-risk people were surveyed, 
the long-term average didn’t include them!

A few details: The CDC report’s “average” projected mar-
riage survival rate at twenty years is 52 percent, which would 
then mean a divorce rate of 48 percent, and that looks awful. But 
once you look closely, you see that average only included women 



who married unusually young. Take a look at this data from the 
CDC/NSFG (we have put it in a table format that is easier to 
read, and we added a few words for clarity):

Marriage Survival Rate of Women Ages 15–44,  
at Each Anniversary, by Percentage, 2006–2010

	 Number	in	 	 	 	 	
Women	 Thousands	 5	years	 10	years	 15	years	 20	years

Survived 32,904 0.80 0.68 0.60 0.52

Age	at	First	Marriage

Under 20 6,874 0.70 0.54 0.46 0.37

20-24 years 14,166 0.81 0.69 0.60 0.55

25 years and over  11,863 0.86 0.78 0.73 N/A

In this table “N/A” means “not available.” Source: Data from CDC/NSFG 

table 5 (page 16, abbreviated).

Take a look at the twenty-year-anniversary numbers. See that 
big “not available” under the lowest-risk group of those married at 
age twenty-five or older? That means that the 52 percent mar-
riage survival average includes only the higher-risk groups of those 
who got married younger than twenty-five! Because this survey 
only surveyed women up to age forty-four, those who married 
over age twenty-five hadn’t yet had the opportunity to reach their 
twentieth anniversary.

Since the median age of marriage for women is almost 
twenty-seven, that supposed average is meaningless for a repre-
sentative view of marriage and divorce. But that wasn’t the pur-
pose of the study anyway; it was studying fertility, so the age 



forty-four cutoff makes sense for that purpose. Just not to esti-
mate divorce.

But, really, how far off could these age-at-marriage numbers be 
from the actual population?
Pretty far off, actually. In fact, it is almost the opposite of the num-
bers in the actual population! As mentioned, the other reason we 
can’t take the CDC numbers at face value is because the CDC 
surveyed those married very young, at much higher rates than nor-
mal. We put together the table below to show just how skewed the 
original sample was. We used the Census Bureau 2009 SIPP data 
to find out what percent of people actually did get married at what 
ages. As you can see, in the real world (the census data), 76 percent 
of women get married at age twenty-five or later. But among those 
in the CDC study (which, again, was designed to study fertility!), 
64 percent got married before the age of twenty-five!

Breakdown of Age at First Marriage  
by Percentage 

	 	 Actual	Percent		
Women,	Age	 Percent	of	Sample	 in	Population

at	First	Marriage	 (CDC/NSFG)	 (Census)

Under 20 21 4.7

20-24 years 43 19.0

25 years & over 36 76.3

Total 100 100

Source: Data used from the 2006–2010 CDC/NSFG, table 5, and 2009 

Census SIPP, table 6 (abbreviated). Total number rounded up from 65.6%.



Okay, so if this CDC survey had included more representative 
age groups, what would the divorce-rate numbers have been?
Here’s an adjustment that shows how different the results might 
have been if the age groups were more nationally representative.

Marriage Survival Rate of Women to Twentieth 
Anniversary, Weighted by Actual Population

	 		 	 Percent	of	 	
	 Percent	of	 	 Sample	 Survival	to	20th	
	 Sample		 Actual	Percent	 Reaching	 (Weighted	by	
Women,	Age	 (Skewed)	 in	Population	 20th	Anniversary	 Actual	Size	of
at	First	Marriage	 CDC/NSFG	 Census	 CDC/NSFG	 Each	Age	Group)

Under 20 21 4.7 37 2

20-24 years 43 19.0 55 10

25 years & over 36 76.3 70 (estimated) 53

Total 100 100  66

Source: Data used from 2006-2010 CDC/NSFG and 2009 Census SIPP 

(estimated). Total number rounded up from 65.6%.

Even with a very conservative estimate, using more charac-
teristic numbers produces an overall marriage survival rate of 66 
percent, meaning an estimated divorce rate of 34 percent.

Can you explain how you ended up with a 34 percent projected 
divorce rate?
Shaunti first looked at three possible ways of predicting what the 
twentieth anniversary survival rate would be for women twenty-
five and older (the number that is “not available” on the CDC/
NSFG table). All three methods of adjusting the numbers were 



Table 4. Percent Reaching Stated Anniversary by Marriage Cohort and Sex, for First  
Marriages: 2009 (Numbers in Thousands)

	 Sex	and	year	 Number	of	 	 	 										Anniversary 1

	 of	marriage	 marriages	 5th	 10th	 15th	 20th	 25th	 30th	 35th	 40th	

	 Men
1960 to 1964. . . . . . . 4,150 94.6 83.4 74.7 70.2 66.9 64.5 62.1 60.1
1965 to 1969 . . . . . . . 5,658 91.7 80.0 69.9 65.8 62.7 60.5 57.9 (X)
1970 to 1974 . . . . . . . 7,036 88.0 75.0 65.7 60.2 56.8 53.8 (X) (X)
1975 to 1979 . . . . . . . 6,901 88.2 73.4 63.7 58.7 54.4 (X) (X) (X)
1980 to 1984. . . . . . . 7,144 90.6 74.3 65.2 60.0 (X) (X) (X) (X)
1985 to 1989 . . . . . . . 7,670 87.7 75.4 66.6 (X) (X) (X) (X) (X)
1990 to 1994. . . . . . . 7,569 89.7 77.3 (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X)
1995 to 1999 . . . . . . . 8,088 89.6 (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X)

	 Women
1960 to 1964. . . . . . . 5,495 93.0 82.8 73.5 67.0 60.8 57.2 53.6 49.7
1965 to 1969 . . . . . . . 6,705 90.7 79.3 69.6 64.0 59.1 55.8 52.1 (X)
1970 to 1974 . . . . . . . 7,667 89.2 74.5 66.1 61.3 56.2 52.6 (X) (X)
1975 to 1979 . . . . . . . 7,619 86.9 72.8 63.2 57.4 53.2 (X) (X) (X)
1980 to 1984. . . . . . . 8,051 87.8 71.1 62.9 56.6 (X) (X) (X) (X)
1985 to 1989 . . . . . . . 8,027 87.9 74.5 66.4 (X) (X) (X) (X) (X)
1990 to 1994. . . . . . . 8,164 87.1 74.5 (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X)
1995 to 1999 . . . . . . . 8,229 89.5 (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X)

X Marriage cohort had not all had sufficient time to reach this stated anniversary at the time of this survey.
1 People reaching stated anniversary.

Source: US Census Bureau, Survey of Income and Program Participation (SIPP), 2008 Panel, Wave 2 Topical Module.  
For information on sampling and nonsampling error, see www.census.gov/prod/2011pubs/p70-125.pdf.



Table 6. Marital History for People 15 Years and Over by Age and Sex: 2009

	 Characteristic		 15	years	and	over		 15	to	 18	to	 20	to	 25	to	 30	to	 35	to		 40	to	 50	to	 60	to	 years
	 	 	 Margin	 17		 19	 24	 29	 34	 39	 49	 59	 69	 and
	 	 Estimate	 of	Error1	 years	 years	 years	 years	 years	 years	 years	 years	 years		 over

	 FEMAlE

Total	(in	thousands)	 123,272	 1,022	 6,259	 4,219	 10,158	 10,408	 9,645	 10,267	 22,119	 20,702	 14,288	 15,207

Percent
Never married . . . .  27.2 0.5 98.9 95.5 77.3 46.8 26.7 17.3 13.0 9.1 6.0 4.3
Ever married. . . . . .  72.8 0.5 1.1 4.5 22.7 53.2 73.3 82.7 87.0 90.9 94.0 95.7
 Married once . . . . .  57.5 0.6 1.1 4.5 22.4 50.8 64.5 69.3 67.4 65.5 67.7 76.1
   Still married2 . . . .  40.6 0.6 0.5 3.9 19.7 43.2 54.5 55.8 51.6 47.5 45.7 30.1
 Married twice . . . .  12.1 0.4 0.1 - 0.3 2.3 8.0 11.6 15.8 19.5 20.1 15.2
   Still married2 . . . .  7.9 0.3 1.0 - 0.2 2.0 6.9 9.1 11.3 13.4 13.2 5.2
 Married 3 or  
  more times . . . . . .  3.2 0.2 - - - - 0.8 1.9 3.8 5.9 6.2 4.4
   Still married2 . . . .  1.9 0.2 - - - - 0.7 1.4 2.5 4.1 3.6 1.4

Ever divorced. . . . .  22.4 0.5 0.2 0.2 1.8 7.3 15.6 22.7 31.0 37.3 34.5 21.4
 Currently divorced  11.3 0.4 0.1 0.2 1.5 5.3 8.1 11.8 16.4 18.6 16.0 9.9
Ever widowed . . . .  10.0 0.4 0.4 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.6 1.4 2.6 6.5 17.0 51.2
 Currently widowed  8.9 0.3 0.4 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.4 0.8 1.8 4.9 13.9 48.3

(continued on next page)



Table 6. Marital History for People 15 Years and Over by Age and Sex: 2009 (continued)

	 	 Total,	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 70
	 Characteristic		 15	years	and	over		 15	to	 18	to	 20	to	 25	to	 30	to	 35	to		 40	to	 50	to	 60	to	 years
	 	 	 Margin	 17		 19	 24	 29	 34	 39	 49	 59	 69	 and
	 	 Estimate	 of	Error1	 years	 years	 years	 years	 years	 years	 years	 years	 years		 over

	 MAlE

Total	(in	thousands)	 115,797	 1,024	 6,559	 4,311	 10,152	 10,567	 9,518	 9,995	 21,504	 19,568	 12,774	 10,849

Percent
Never married . . . .  33.0 0.6 98.3 97.5 87.5 59.7 35.6 23.5 16.4 10.8 4.6 3.4
Ever married. . . . . .  67.0 0.6 1.7 2.5 12.5 40.3 64.4 76.5 83.6 89.2 95.4 96.6
 Married once . . . . .  52.3 0.6 1.5 2.5 12.5 38.8 59.4 66.9 65.8 63.4 64.8 72.3
   Still married2 . . . .  42.5 0.6 1.0 1.8 11.2 34.2 52.2 56.1 52.2 50.4 53.5 54.0
 Married twice . . . .  11.6 0.4 0.2 - - 1.5 4.8 8.7 14.8 20.0 22.1 18.9
   Still married2 . . . .  9.0 0.4 0.1 - - 1.3 4.0 7.4 11.3 15.5 17.5 13.2
 Married 3 or  
  more times . . . . . .  3.1 0.2 - - - 0.1 0.2 1.0 3.0 5.8 8.5 5.4
   Still married2 . . . .  2.3 0.2 - - - 0.1 0.2 0.8 2.2 4.3 6.5 3.8

Ever divorced. . . . .  20.5 0.5 0.4 0.1 0.8 5.0 10.5 17.9 28.5 35.7 36.5 23.4
 Currently divorced  9.1 0.4 0.3 0.1 0.7 3.7 6.2 9.5 14.2 15.5 12.4 7.2
Ever widowed . . . .  3.6 0.2 0.3 0.5 0.1 0.3 0.2 0.5 1.3 2.5 6.4 22.6
 Currently widowed  2.6 0.2 0.2 0.5 0.1 0.3 0.1 0.3 0.9 1.6 3.9 17.4

- Represents or rounds to zero.
1 This number, then added to and subtracted from the estimate, provides the 90 percent confidence interval.
2 Includes those currently separated.

Source: US Census Bureau, Survey of Income and Program Participation (SIPP), 2008 Panel, Wave 2 Topical Module.  
For information on sampling and nonsampling error, see www.census.gov/prod/2011pubs/p70-125.pdf.



viewed due to the timing. We heard his name most often about 
this research, and he seems like the best candidate to put his 
hands on these numbers, if the study is out there.

I looked in the census tables and I don’t see a table for “mar-
riages still intact” for first marriages or remarriages. Can you 
explain how you got your numbers?
The numbers have to be calculated from the Census 2009 SIPP. 
Officially, the report is called “Number, Timing, and Duration 
of Marriages and Divorces: 2009.” Table 6 of the SIPP report (the 
“Marital History” table on pages 149–150) details all the mar-
riage information and data. The table below summarizes how 
you do the calculations for men and women individually:

	 Men	 Women

Married once 52.3%  57.5% 
Still married 42.5%  40.6% 
Still in 1st marriage 42.5/52.3 = 81.2% 40.6/57.5 = 70.6%

Married twice 11.6%  12.1% 
Still married 9.0%  7.9% 
Still in 2nd marriage 9.0/11.6 = 77.6% 7.9/12.1 = 65.3%

Married 3+ times* 3.1%  3.2% 
Still married 2.3%  1.9% 
Still in 3rd marriage 2.3/3.1 = 74.2% 1.9/3.2 = 59.4%

*Includes those married three or more times.

Isn’t that third-marriage dissolution rate for women still pretty 
high?
Actually, for both women and men in third marriages, the odds 
are highly probable the dissolution results from death, not divorce. 



Table 10. Number of Times Married for Currently Married Wives and Their Husbands: 2009  
(Numbers in Thousands)

	 Number	of	times	husband	has	been	married

	 All	current	marriages	 Married	within	the	last	year1

	
Number	of	times

	 	 	 	 Married	 	 	 	 Married
	

wife	has	been	married
	 	 Married		 Married	 3	or	more	 	 Married	 Married	 3	or	more

	 	 Total	 1	time	 	2	times	 times	 Total	 1	time	 2	times	 times

Total  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 60,607	 47,699	 10,271	 2,637	 2,232	 1,648	 440	 144

Married 1 time. . . . . . . . . . . . .  48,779 43,340 4,705 734 1,696 1,447 224 24
Married 2 times . . . . . . . . . . .  9,551 3,814 4,533 1,205 422 163 167 92
Married 3 or more times . . .  2,276 545 1,034 698 114 37 50 27

PERCENT	OF	MARRIAGES

Total  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 100 .0	 78 .7	 16 .9	 4 .4	 100 .0	 73 .8	 19 .7	 6 .4

Married 1 time. . . . . . . . . . . . .  80.5 71.5 7.8 1.2 76.0 64.9 10.0 1.1
Married 2 times . . . . . . . . . . .  15.8 6.3 7.5 2.0 18.9 7.3 7.5 4.1

Married 3 or more times . . .  3.8 0.9 1.7 1.2 5.1 1.7 2.2 1.2

1 Includes marriages that occurred during calendar year 2008.

Note: This table includes only people who are married, spouse present. 

Source: US Census Bureau, Survey of Income and Program Participation (SIPP), 2008 Panel, Wave 2 Topical Module.  
For information on sampling and nonsampling error, see www.census.gov/prod/2011pubs/p70-125.pdf.
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