


John V. Farwell (top hat) and D. L. Moody pose with Moody’s “bodyguard,” part of Moody’s Sun-
day school class.



D. L. Moody rides down Wells St. in Chicago gathering boys and girls for his Sunday school. It 
grew, and one day President-Elect Abraham Lincoln visited.



Caught in an impromptu moment during his visit to Moody’s Sunday school, President-Elect 
Abraham Lincoln encourages students before departing to Washington, D.C.



Emma Moody, nineteen. D. L. Moody, age twenty-five; their wedding year [1862]



Mr. and Mrs. D. L. Moody in 1864 and 1869



Henry (Harry) Moorhouse, a great Moody friend and a gifted preacher



Emma Moody rescued this portrait of her husband during the Chicago Fire, painted by artist 
G. P. A. Healy in 1867.



Moody spoke four months in Glasgow, using an “evangelistic tent” for most meetings.



During his final meeting in Scotland, Moody stood on the box of a carriage to address a large 
crowd at Glasgow’s botanical gardens.



Moody speaks to a large crowd at the Agricultural Hall  
north of London, in 1875.



Emma Dryer, once a member of the faculty at Illinois State Normal University, helped Moody to 
launch the Chicago Bible Institute.



Northfield Hotel, home in the off-season months to the Northfield Training School



D. L. Moody leads passengers in prayer on the S.S. Spree after a huge rock damaged the propel-
ler shaft and the ship took on water. 



 

At Senior Glen in Northfield Moody met with senior students at 6 a.m. on most mornings. 
During the summer Northfield conferences, he also met with college students informally in 
this glen.



Charles H. Spurgeon, a great friend and early role model for D. L. Moody



D. L. Moody (circa 1890)



D. L. Moody (circa 1895)



Moody escorts Ira Sankey on tour of the Northfield campus in his horse-drawn buggy.



D. L. Moody with college students, baby granddaughter Emma, and 
Lion, one of two family mastiffs



Four Generations: D. L. Moody, his son Will, and his mother, Betsy, who is holding great-grand-
daughter Irene



 

 I am going to steal up to your home next summer and take you out 
riding before your parents get up. Only think, of some fine June morn-
ing, we can go up Lovers’ Retreat. The birds will sing you a beautiful 
song. What times we will have together! I get real homesick thinking 
about it. 32

Moody with granddaughter Emma and daughter, Emma



Great Hall in Kansas City, where Moody held his final evangelistic campaign



Emma Moody with her family in 1901. Back row: Mrs. Moody with Constance and Will Moody. 
Front Row: A. P. and Emma Moody Fitt, Emma IV; Mary, May Whittle Moody, Paul Moody



The graves of D. L. Moody and Emma Revell Moody at Round Top, overlook-
ing the Pioneer Valley



SELECT ANNOTATED  
BIBLIOGRAPHY

Any biographer of D. L. Moody is fortunate in the key sources that may 
be consulted. Here are nine sources that have been of great value to my 

research.

Dorsett, Lyle W. A Passion for Souls: The Life of D. L. Moody. Chicago:  
Moody, 1997.  
Painstakingly researched, with full access to family papers from all major 
repositories, this biography reflects the skill and gifts of a trained historian 
and author, noted for his fine books about C. S. Lewis. This biography is 
lucid and reflective, while its pages are studded with source materials that 
bring Moody and his world to life.

Evensen, Bruce J. God’s Man for the Gilded Age: D. L. Moody and the Rise of 
Modern Mass Evangelism. New York: Oxford University Press, 2003.  
This is a magisterial account of D. L. Moody and his age, a fascinating and 
carefully documented account of how Moody became a unique figure: a 
man of vibrant faith and philanthropy—yet a man who was also a skilled 
administrator and innovator. In an era when the power of mass media was 
just beginning to be felt, Moody was truly a man made for his times.

Fitt, Arthur Percy. Moody Still Lives: Word Pictures of D. L. Moody. Chicago: 
F. H. Revell, 1936.  
Written by Moody’s Irish-born son-in-law, A. P. Fitt, this book presents a 
near view of D. L. Moody through the lens of his home life and habits of 
the heart. It also explores all aspects of his life and work, even as it consid-
ers their relevance and power in 1936, the eve of the 100th anniversary of 
Moody’s birth.

George, Timothy, ed. Mr. Moody and the Evangelical Tradition. London: T & T 
 Clark International, 2005.  
This collection of essays reflects the best of academic thinking about the 



entire landscape of Moody’s life and legacy. It is rigorous in scholarship, 
while compelling in content. Reflections on Moody’s theology, cultural im-
pact, and enduring legacy are hallmarks of this book.

Goss, Charles, and D. L. Moody. Echoes from the Pulpit and Platform. Hartford, 
CT: Worthington & Co., 1900.  
Charles Goss’s well-considered brief memoir of Moody opens this stout 
volume, and its remaining pages are devoted to presenting a veritable trove 
of D. L. Moody’s sermons, all recorded verbatim by one of the finest ste-
nographers of the late 1890s. If one wishes to experience Moody’s sermon 
craft and pulpit presence, this is the best source to consult.

Moody, Paul D., My Father: An Intimate Portrait of D. L. Moody. Boston: Little,  
Brown and Company, 1938.  
Written by D. L. Moody’s youngest son, Paul, this book remains an au-
thoritative text about the philanthropist, preacher, and educator. Paul 
Moody was a distinguished preacher in his own right, and later president 
of Middlebury College. This book was published under the auspices of the 
Atlantic Monthly Press, and it received a fulsome review from the Pulitzer 
Prize–winning poet Robert P. Tristram Coffin.

Moody, William R. The Life of Dwight L. Moody. London: Morgan and Scott,  
1900.  
Written by D. L. Moody’s eldest son, this book remains an authoritative life 
story, rich in its citations of primary source materials. Chief among these are  
D. L. Moody’s letters, other family papers, and the many lengthy and re-
vealing recollections written specifically for this book by D. L. Moody’s 
surviving friends. Assisted by John Bancroft Devins, the well-known edi-
tor of the New York Observer, Will Moody crafted a lengthy and compel-
ling book of just over five hundred pages.

Pollock, John Charles. Moody. New York: Macmillan, 1963.  
Written in close cooperation with the Moody family, with full access to 
papers then privately held, and drawing on extensive interviews with D. L. 
Moody’s only surviving daughter-in-law, May Whittle Moody, this book 
represents the best type of narrative history. Carefully researched and 
crafted, it mingles both a sense of immediacy and authority. D. L. Moody 
emerges from its pages as a compelling, vibrant figure.



Vincent, James. The MBI Story: The Vision and Worldwide Impact of Moody Bible 
 Institute. Chicago: Moody, 2011.  
 Comprehensive in scope, rich in documentation from archival sources, 
The MBI Story traces the history of Moody Bible Institute from the days 
of its founder and namesake, D. L. Moody, to its 125th anniversary. Schol-
ars and general readers alike, indeed anyone who seeks to thoroughly ex-
plore all facets of MBI’s storied legacy, would do well to begin here.
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