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Glossary

ach—oh
aenti—aunt
boppli—baby
bruder—brother
danki—thank you
dat—father
dawdy haus—grandfather’s home
Englisch, Englischer—non-Amish, a person who is not Amish
fraa—wife
freind, freinden—friend, friends
gem gschehne—you’re welcome
Gotte—God
Gotte’s wille—God’s will
grossdaddi—grandfather
gudemariye—good morning
gut—good
in lieb—in love
kaffi—coffee
kapp—prayer covering
kinner—children
Loblied—praise song
mamm—mom

G lossary

naerfich—nervous
narrisch—crazy
nein—no
onkel—uncle
Ordnung—set of rules for Amish living
rumspringa—running around; time before an Amish young
person officially joins the church; provides a bridge between
childhood and adulthood
schweschder, schweschdern—sister, sisters
Was iss letz? —What’s wrong?
wunderbaar—wonderful
ya—yes
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Discussion Questions

1. In chapter 2, we have the reunion scene between Jesse, his
parents, and his brother. Much like the story of the prodigal son found in chapter 15 of the gospel of Luke, Andrew’s
return is a cause for rejoicing for the parents. However,
Jesse is the brother who stayed home and took care of the
farm. He has conflicting feelings about Andrew’s return.
When have you felt like someone from this parable? Were
you the parent, the child who left, or the child who stayed?
What did you learn from the experience?
2. When Hannah discusses Owen’s death with her mother,
Eunice points out that God’s will rules their lives and then
adds, “I can remind you of his promise—to never leave
us or forsake us.” What does this reveal about her faith?
What was your reaction to this scene?
3. We learn in chapter 12 that all is not perfect with Amber’s
new family. Tate’s older son, Collin, seems to be having
trouble adjusting to his dad having a new wife. Worse, he’s
avoiding them, so there’s little chance of improving their
relationship. When has a family relationship disappointed
you, and what did you do to restore it?
4. During the celebration scene in chapter 15, Jesse understands that he had stepped away from their community,
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5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

from their faith, just as Andrew had. He simply hadn’t
stepped as far. Think of a time you rebelled against family
or faith. What was the result?
In chapters 20 and 21, Hannah and her family visit Naomi
before Owen is buried. The viewing is done in the home, and
Owen’s body is there for folks to see and pay their respects.
Hannah’s mom explains to the family that the point is to be
with Naomi, Jonas, and the children during their time of
grief. The point is to share the burden. How has someone
helped share your burdens in the past? Or how have you
helped someone else during his or her time of need?
What did you think of the scene that takes place in chapter
24 between the Amish kids and the Englisch kids at the Dairy
Queen? When the Amish kids refuse to press charges, are
they acting in a Christlike manner? Why or why not?
In chapter 29, Jesse is thinking about their group of Amish
families and how odd some of the folks are. Often the
Amish are portrayed as perfect, even saintly, but of course
they are a group of human beings. Like any other group,
they’re bound to have a few odd ducks. What does the Bible
say about being a community, being a family of believers?
We see another side of Roland Shaw in chapter 38. He’s
genuinely concerned about Amber and Pam. He’s not the
cold, calculating federal agent Amber thought he was.
Think of a time when someone surprised you, showing
you a different, softer side of his or her personality. What
did you learn about yourself from that experience?
When Hannah is at her lowest point in chapter 40, Amber
reaches across the table and reminds her that “God . . . tells
us to hope in him and that we can trust things will work out
as they should.” This scripture from Romans 8:28 is often
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a source of hope. What scripture do you lean on when you
face desperate times?
10. In chapter 47, Pam reminds Amber that the Amish don’t
need protecting, that their faith is the only shield they need
against the world. What do you think about that?
11. Near the end of the story, Amber is leaning on the words
“Do not fear, for I am with you.” The Bible reminds us not
to be afraid more than three hundred times. What things
frighten you? How can you claim God’s promise in your
life?

