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What Do You Think?
Questions for Discussion

Have you ever been around a toddler who

keeps asking the question “Why?” Does your

teacher call on you in class with questions from

your homework? Do your parents ask you ques-

tions about your day at the dinner table? We are

always surrounded by questions that need a spe-

cific response. But is it possible to have a question

with no right answer?

The following questions are about the book

you just read. But this is not a quiz! They are

designed to help you look at the people, places,
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and events in the story from different angles.

These questions do not have specific answers.

Instead, they might make you think of the story

in a completely new way. 

Think carefully about each question and

enjoy discovering more about this classic story.

1. How does Oliver compare to other boys

you have read about? Which other character

does Oliver remind you of the most?

2. In spite of his own needs, Oliver does his

best to help Dick in any way he can. Why do you

think he does this? Have you ever helped a

friend even if it made your own situation worse?

Do you have any friends that would do the

same for you?

3. Do you believe Oliver was brave or desper-

ate when he asked for more food? What would

you have done in his position?

4. When Oliver leaves the workhouse to go

live with the undertaker, he says that he hopes
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it will be an adventure. Do you think it turns

into the kind of adventure Oliver is looking for?

What’s the best adventure you’ve ever had?

5. When Oliver leaves the mortuary, he feels

both frightened and excited. Have you ever had

such mixed emotions?

6. Oliver seems to immediately trust every

new person he meets. Why do you suppose this

is? Have you ever trusted someone you shouldn’t

have? 

7. After breaking into the Maylies’ house,

Oliver has a difficult choice to make: face their

dogs or leave with Bill Sikes. What would you

have done in his position? What is the most diffi-

cult choice you’ve ever had to make?

8. At one point in the story, Bill Sikes won-

ders what Monks is trying to hide. What did you

think his secret was? Were you surprised to dis-

cover the truth? What is the biggest secret you’ve

ever kept?
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9. When Mr. Brownlow asks for information

about Oliver, the Bumbles bring him a locket.

Were you surprised at the contents of the

locked? What did you expect it to contain?

10. By the end of the book, Oliver and Rose

have both found their family. Do you think this

is realistic? Have you ever known something like

this to happen in real life?
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