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What Do You Think? 
Questions for Discussion 

 
 
Have you ever been around a toddler who 

keeps asking the question “Why?” Does your 

teacher call on you in class with questions from 

your homework? Do your parents ask you ques-

tions about your day at the dinner table? We are 

always surrounded by questions that need a spe-

cific response. But is it possible to have a question 

with no right answer? 

The following questions are about the book 

you just read. But this is not a quiz! They are 

designed to help you look at the people, places, 

and events in the story from different angles. 
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These questions do not have specific answers. 

Instead, they might make you think of the story 

in a completely new way.  

Think carefully about each question and 

enjoy discovering more about this classic story. 

1.  This book is told from the perspective of 

three different characters. Why do you think the 

author chose to do that? Have you read any other 

books that are narrated in a similar manner? 

2.  Captain Walton says, “I had a crew of great 

men on board my ship, but they took orders 

from me. They were not my companions.” How 

do you think this made the captain feel? Have 

you ever felt this way? 

3. Frankenstein says to Captain Walton, “I 

want to tell you the whole story. I think it may 

help you find your own way.” What do you think 

this means? Do you think that hearing about 

other people’s experiences can help you solve 

your own problems? 



4.  The two people whom Frankenstein cares 

for the most, Elizabeth and Henry, are very differ-

ent people. Which of these are you more like? Do 

you know anyone who is like either of these char-

acters? 

5.  After leaving his professor’s lab, Frankenstein 

says, “What a wonderful day it was… it decided my 

destiny.” Do you believe a single day can decide the 

course of someone’s life? What event in your life 

has affected you the most? 

6.  Do you think the fact that William’s locket 

showed up in Justine’s pocket was enough proof to 

convict her? How was her trial different from trials 

today?  

7.  The monster asks Frankenstein why he 

was created if the whole world was just going to 

hate him. Do you think Frankenstein gave 

much thought to his creation’s feelings when he 

was creating him?  
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8.  How is the way in which the monster learns 

about the world different from the way in which 

Frankenstein grew up? 

9. On his way to the Orkney Islands, 

Frankenstein says, “I just knew something  

bad was going to happen. I just didn’t know  

what or when.” Have you ever had a similar feel-

ing? What happened? 

10.  Frankenstein and Captain Walton each say 

that his passion has led to disastrous results. Do 

you think passion is a good thing or a bad thing? 

What are you passionate about? 
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