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What Do You Think?
Questions for Discussion

Have you ever been around a toddler who 

keeps asking the question “Why?” Does your 

teacher call on you in class with questions from 

your homework? Do your parents ask you ques-

tions about your day at the dinner table? We are 

always surrounded by questions that need a spe-

cific response. But is it possible to have a ques-

tion with no right answer?

The following questions are about the book 

you just read. But this is not a quiz! They are 



M o b y- D i c k

144

designed to help you look at the people, places, 

and events in the stories from different angles. 

These questions do not have specific answers. 

Instead, they might make you think of the sto-

ries in a completely new way. 

Think carefully about each question and 

enjoy discovering more about this classic story.

1. Ishmael goes to sea not only for work, but 

for adventure. Do you think he gets to experi-

ence this? Have you ever had an adventure? 

2. What is the relationship between Ishmael 

and Queequeg? Do you think it’s a solid friend-

ship? How do you think they feel about each 

other? Do you have good friends who are dif-

ferent from you?

3. Ishmael hears a lot about Captain Ahab 

before he ever sees him. What does he think 

when Ahab comes to the deck for the first time? 

What does Ahab look like? Is there someone in 

your life who made a big first impression?
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4. Does Captain Ahab seem like a good leader 

to you? What parts of his personality make him 

well-suited to being the captain of a ship? Do 

you think you have qualities to become a good 

leader?

5. How does Ishmael react when he first  

sees Moby-Dick? How would you have reacted? 

Does Moby-Dick live up to the legends and sto-

ries about him?

6. Starbuck, Stubbs, and Flask are important 

crew members on the Pequod. What do they do 

to make sure the voyage is running smoothly? 

Have you ever had to work in a team to get a job 

done?

7. Captain Ahab stays in his cabin for days at 

a time. What do you think he does in there? What 

do you think the captain’s cabin looks like?

8. Starbuck says that Moby-Dick isn’t chasing 

Captain Ahab, but that Ahab is chasing the 

white whale. Do you agree with this? Can you 
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remember a time when you wanted something 

so badly you’d do anything to get it?

9. Do you think it was right for Starbuck

to stand up to Captain Ahab? Would you have 

stood up for what you believe or would you have 

obeyed your captain?

10. If you were a part of a whale ship crew,

what job would you want to have: harpooner, 

sailor, mate, or captain? Why?


