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What Do You Think?
Q uestions for D iscussion

H a v e  you ever been around a toddler who 

keeps asking the question “Why?” Does your 

teacher call on you in class with questions from 

your homework? Do your parents ask you ques

tions about your day at the dinner table? We are 

always surrounded by questions that need a spe

cific response. But is it possible to have a question 

with no right answer?

The follow ing questions are about the book 

you just read. But this is not a quiz! They are
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designed to help you look at the people, places, 

and events in the story from  different angles. 

These questions do not have specific answers. 

Instead, they m ight make you think o f the story 

in a completely new way.

Think carefully about each question and 

enjoy discovering m ore about this classic story.

1. Why is Pierre so angry at the people watch

ing his play? Have you ever been interrupted 

while you were trying to do som ething im por

tant? How did you react?

2. How does Quasim odo react when the stu

dents begin to tease him? Has anyone ever made 

fun of you? What did you do?

3. How does Pierre try to prove that he’s a 

tramp? Did you think he would succeed? What is 

the hardest thing you’ve ever tried to do?

4. Claude Frollo says that he wanted to be a 

priest ever since he was a little boy. What do you 

want to be when you grow up?

T h e  H u n c h b a c k  o f  N o t r e - D a m e
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W h a t  D o  Y o u  T h i n k ?

5. Why does Q uasim odo look up to Claude 

Frollo as he does? Do you think this is wise? Who 

is your role model?

6. Why does Q uasim odo rescue Esmeralda? 

Have you ever helped som eone who couldn ’t 

help him or herself?

7. How does Pacquette react when she hears 

Eustache’s voice? Do you think she is right to 

blame Esmeralda for her problems?

8. What does Esm eralda prom ise her gypsy 

parents? Why does she decide to break her prom 

ise? Have you ever broken a promise to someone?

9. Why doesn’t Pierre want to help Esmeralda 

avoid the stocks? Do you think he is right to 

worry? Have you ever been punished for som e

thing you didn’t do?

10. What do you think happens to Quasimodo? 

Where would you go if you had to get away from 

everyone?
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