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Recipes

Lois’s Egg Drop Soup
Ingredients:
2 cups chicken broth
2 teaspoons soy sauce 
2 large eggs

Pinch of salt
Pinch of garlic powder
1 large green onion, chopped

Heat broth and soy sauce in saucepan. While broth is heating, whisk 
eggs with salt and garlic powder in a bowl or larger measuring cup. 
When broth starts to boil, use a wooden spoon to stir the soup. 
Slowly drip egg mixture into broth, stirring continually in the same 
direction. As soon as egg mixture has been poured in, remove soup 
from heat. Pour into soup bowls, garnish with chopped onion, and 
serve. Makes two servings. 

Andrea’s Tangy Potato Salad
Ingredients:
4 potatoes, cooked until tender 

and diced
4 hard-boiled eggs, chopped
¼ cup diced onions
¼ cup dill pickles, cut into small 

pieces

½ cup mayonnaise or salad 
dressing

¼ cup brown mustard
1 tablespoon apple cider vinegar 

or pickle juice
Salt & pepper to taste

Cook potatoes and boil eggs in separate saucepans. When they are 
done, transfer to a bowl of cold water until both are cooled. Dice 
potatoes and eggs and place in large bowl. Mix onion and pickles 
into potato-egg mixture. Stir in mayonnaise, mustard, vinegar, and 
salt and pepper. Mix gently until evenly coated. Refrigerate for fif-
teen minutes to half an hour before serving.
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Discussion Questions

1. Lois and Orley Troyer felt called to mentor people who 
came into their antique store with problems. Like this Amish 
couple, how can we mentor others who are hurting or need 
guidance and counsel? 

2. What problems have you faced recently? How has God 
provided for you? Did you find guidance from reading the 
Bible, talking to a friend, listening to a pastor’s message during 
church, or in some other way?

3. Ray and Evelyn had not told Andrea the truth about her 
adoption, which created a problem when she found out 
accidentally. Was it wrong for them to keep their daughter’s 
adoption from her for over thirty years? Why do you think 
they chose not to say anything? Is there ever a good reason for 
an adoptive parent to keep a child’s adoption from them?

4. Andrea was quite upset after her cousin informed her that 
she’d been adopted. She felt betrayed by her adoptive parents, 
and it put a wedge between them for a while. Have you ever 
been in a similar situation where you felt betrayed by someone 
you had trusted? How did you work through those feelings?

5. Andrea’s adoptive father, Ray, trusted God and reassured his wife 
that their daughter would come around and forgive them for 
not telling her that she’d been adopted as a baby. What should a 
person do if someone they hurt is not willing to forgive?

6. Andrea’s adoptive mother, Evelyn, was concerned that if 
Andrea found out who her birth mother was, she might bond 
with her, and the relationship Evelyn had established with 
her adopted daughter could suffer. Have you or someone you 
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know ever been in a situation similar to this and worried about 
how things would turn out? What could Andrea have done 
to assure her adoptive mother that their relationship wouldn’t 
change if she located her birth mother? 

7. When Andrea began a search for her biological parents, her 
fiancé, Brandon, felt left out because she had less time to 
spend with him, and when they were together, all she talked 
about was her need to find out who had given her up for 
adoption. When Andrea suggested that they postpone their 
marriage, Brandon was so upset that he broke up with her. 
Do you think that was a wise decision, or should he have been 
more understanding and tried to work things out?

8. Andrea was deeply hurt when Brandon broke their engage- 
ment. She needed his support and didn’t understand why he 
couldn’t wait until she had located her birth mother to get 
married. Have you ever been in a situation where you needed 
encouragement and support from someone you love, but they 
did not provide it for you? What would you have done if you’d 
been in Andrea’s position? Should she have been willing to 
marry Brandon even though she was still searching for her 
biological parents?

9. Although Brandon was not as supportive as Andrea needed 
him to be, her friend Colleen encouraged Andrea to follow her 
quest to find her birth mother. How important is it for friends 
to support each other during difficult times? What does the 
Bible teach us about friendship? 

10. Lois had chosen not to tell her husband that during her teen 
years she had given birth to a baby and put the infant up for 
adoption. Many years later, when the truth came out, Orley 
was deeply hurt because Lois hadn’t told him about this 
significant event from her past. Is there ever a time when a 
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secret such as the one Lois had should be kept from a spouse?

11. Orley forgave Lois for not telling him about the child she’d 
had out of wedlock. Why do you think he was able to forgive? 
What does God’s Word tell us about forgiveness?

12. As an artist, Andrea enjoyed painting pictures of Amish barns, 
buggies, and children. She had also been intrigued by an old 
Amish quilt. Do you think the reason Andrea was drawn to 
the Plain people’s way of life was because of her heritage that 
she knew nothing about until she discovered who her birth 
mother was?

13. The importance of prayer is mentioned several times in this 
book, as the characters asked God for guidance and help 
with various situations. Prayer time was also necessary when 
the characters thanked God for His many blessings. How 
important is it for a Christian to pray? When a prayer is 
answered, does it strengthen your faith?

14. Did any of the scriptures mentioned in this book reinforce 
your faith or help in some spiritual way? How can reading the 
Bible and memorizing verses help us deal with life’s problems?

15. While reading this story, did you learn anything new about the 
Amish who live in Apple Creek or Walnut Creek, Ohio? Have 
you had the privilege of visiting either of those towns? If so, 
what were your favorite things to see or do there?
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