
Conversation with the Author
about this New Edition

1. Blink of an Eye was originally released several years ago as Blink. How

is this version different? 

In one word, movie. One of the primary themes of the previous version

of Blink was love, and for the movie edition, I’ve drawn out that same

theme in a number of ways while dialing back on some elements that

were more distracting to the primary love story. The plot itself remains

primarily unchanged, but the story around that main line now reads

much tighter. The characters remained unchanged, as do the settings and

the back stories, but the colors of the story are brighter and will keep

readers turning the pages faster without sacrificing character depth.

2. Blink was a very successful novel and many of your fans consider it to be

their favorite. What motivated you to go back and make these changes? 

In many ways my overall attitude toward the Middle East has changed

since 9/11 and that change is reflected in this re-write. I think love is the

order of the day, more so than some of the antagonism that slipped into

the first version. The changes in this regard have more to do with sub-

tleties that affect tone than with thematic or character changes. 

Jesus left us with the second greatest command, “Love your neighbor

as yourself,” and this extends not only to Samaritans but to Muslims,

regardless of what we may or may not think about their practices, and

they of ours. Nearly everything we believe is tied into those familiar

words, “For God so loved the world . . .” Jesus was above all the prophet

of love and none of us can argue the ageless truth that love does indeed

change everything.

My parents took a message of hope and love to cannibals in the jungles

of Indonesia. My prayer is that Blink provides a message of hope and love

for not only the Mid East, but those of us who preach love as well.

3. Our culture has certainly been in flux since the events of September 11,

2001, and the ensuing war in the Middle East. Do you think it has

changed how Americans view other cultures?
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Undoubtedly. I’m constantly amazed at how antagonistic many

American Christians are toward those who live in the Middle East. Regard-

less of a person’s conviction regarding the war itself, our attitude to those

caught in the crossfire should be drenched in empathy and love. We say

we love Muslims, but we don’t, not if our actions are any judge.

I’m afraid that far too many Christians have forgotten the reason Christ

died in a war of his own 2,000 years ago. His was fought against the prin-

cipalities of the air and the religious leaders of his day, and his weapon was

love. Perhaps we who claim his namesake should fight the same way.

4. What do you most hope readers get from reading Blink of an Eye? 

Again, one word: Love. Love Changes Everything.

We have here a story about a Muslim woman who we learn to love

along with Seth. If the reader takes nothing away from the novel but this

one lingering impression, I will be a happy man. There’s a wonderful

bridge between Muslims and Christians in Jesus, who is deeply revered by

both religions. But too many followers of both religions disregard the

teachings of this Master whom we honor with our lips. We both can make

a mockery of his life and death by refusing to follow his example of love.

5. The title was changed to Blink of an Eye largely so it would mirror the

title of the upcoming movie. How similar will the screenplay be to this

revised novel? 

The screenplay mirrors the theme of love set forth in Blink of an Eye, but

the plot takes some liberties in the latter half. The movie medium forces all

artists to make some creative choices for several reasons, chief among them

length. Translating the entire novel to the screen would give us a five hour

movie and break the bank, not to mention our minds. Something has to go,

and when something goes, other things have to change to accommodate the

vacancy. Some scenes are collapsed into each other or skipped entirely; new

ones are added to bridge gaps. It’s a unique art form for a broader audience.

6. Two other novels you wrote or co-wrote—Three and House—have already

been made into movies. How will Blink of an Eye vary from those two?

Will they appeal to the same audiences?

We have three totally different kinds of movies here. Thr3e is a thriller

that primarily appeals to a younger market. House is a horror movie that

appeals to a huge audience, mostly under thirty. 

00-01.Blink of an Eye  8/3/07  2:55 PM  Page 385



Blink of an Eye can be classified as a romantic thriller with healthy doses

of both thrills and romance. I think it will appeal to the broadest audience

of the three.

7. How would you describe what it’s like to have one of your novels made

into a film? Exciting, of course, but are there challenges that you never

imagined?

They say that writing a novel is like rowing a bathtub across the Atlantic,

something I’ve been known to repeat. Making a movie is trying to fly a

paper airplane to the moon. 

Put another way, both are like giving birth. I’m a man, how would I

know, you ask? I’ve birthed sixteen novels and I doubt many woman

could put up with the kind of pain endured with each delivery. 

Part of the pain in translating a novel to the big screen is watching as

not only another writer, but a director, then an actor, then an editor each

put their spin on what was once your vision. In the end it’s all good (hope-

fully) but the process isn’t a Sunday stroll. 

But then nothing worthwhile ever is. 

8. Your novels seem to fall into three distinct categories. Explain what those

three categories are and which one Blink of an Eye falls into. If someone

loves Blink of an Eye, what other novels might they be interested in? 

Although all of my stories are written in my distinct voice and plumb

themes that connect with like-minded readers, I’ve explored these themes

in what can be seen as three genres: Mystery, Thrillers, and Fantasy.

My first six novels might be best understood as Mysteries that explore

the greatest mystery of all, our faith. These would include Heaven’s Wager,

When Heaven Weeps, Thunder of Heaven, Blessed Child, A Man Called

Blessed, and now Blink of an Eye.

Having said that, many of my readers don’t draw such distinctions and

tend to read my Thrillers (like Thr3e and Skin) and my novels in the

Fantasy category as well (Black, Red, and White, for example).

If you enjoyed Blink of an Eye, I would point you toward Blessed Child

or Heaven’s Wager as a good next novel. But then again, I feel like I’m

betraying Showdown and Saint and Skin and Thr3e and the Circle Trilogy.

I have a better idea: Ask your friends. They know you better.
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