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c a s t  o f  c h a r a c t e r s

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1. What did you think of Max’s “faith experiment” with his 
daughters? What was he trying to teach them? What did 
you learn from his experiment?

2. Do you ever wish you could see into the future? What 
would be the benefits of doing so? The drawbacks? If you 
could acquire the ability to see your whole future, would 
you do so? Explain.

3. Max claims that a critical principle for seeing the unseen 
is to ignore what people say. What does he mean? What 
sort of people do you ignore? What kinds of advice do you 
refuse to heed? Couldn’t Max’s advice be dangerous in some 
circumstances? In what kind of circumstances?

4. Why did Jesus throw the people out of Jairus’s home?
5. Read 2 Corinthians 4:16–18. How permanent is the world 

we see? How permanent is the world we do not see? How 
do we “set our eyes” on Jesus?



d

11

Chapter 2

siMon And 
MAry



20

c A s t  o f  c h A r A c t E r s

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1. Describe your initial reaction to Mary’s action. Did you 
think it foolish? Exorbitant? Profound? Moving?

2. What are the appropriate times for risky love? Describe 
them. When have you chosen to demonstrate risky love? 
What was the outcome? Would you do it again? Why?

3. In what way does practicality sometimes cost more than 
extravagance? Do you agree that “the rewards of risky love 
are always greater than its cost”? Why or why not?

4. Read Matthew 26:6–13. In what way was the woman’s 
action a beautiful thing? How was it symbolic of what was 
to happen? Why do you suppose Jesus said what he did in 
verse 13?

5. Max writes, “The seized opportunity renders joy. The 
neglected brings regret.” What opportunities exist for you 
right now to show risky love? List them. What’s stopping 
you from taking the risk?
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c A s t  o f  c h A r A c t E r s

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1. What happens when we try to ignore the past? What does 
Max mean by “The best way to deal with our past is to hitch 
up our pants, roll up our sleeves, and face it head-on”? How 
is that different from dwelling on the past?

2. Read Genesis 32:1–33:3. Why did Jacob fear meeting Esau 
again? How did Jacob face the situation head-on?

3. How can we wrestle with God in dealing with our past? In 
what way might we also carry a limp?

4. Have you ever talked with someone who believed he or she 
had lived too bad a life to be accepted by God? What did you 
say to that person?

5. At the end of Jacob’s life, what promise does God make to 
Jacob in Genesis 46:2–4? What blessings came through the 
descendants of Jacob?
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c A s t  o f  c h A r A c t E r s

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1. What was the social pecking order when you were growing 
up? How about today? Who is at the top, who is at the 
bottom, and where are you in the order?

2. In what situations do you hear offensive labeling? Have you 
found yourself inadvertently following suit? How can you 
be a leader of change in this environment?

3. Recall a time when you were in a situation similar to that 
of Peter in Acts 10. When have the customs or behaviors of 
another culture or race felt uncomfortable or even offensive 
to you? What would be your reaction if God called you to 
take up the habits and practices of another group so you 
could reach out to them?

4. Why did Cornelius not look the part even though he was 
a Christ follower? What surface judgments do people use 
today to measure spirituality?

5. How could you make time for some marginalized 
Christians in your life?
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t h E  W o M A n  W i t h  t h E  i s s u E  o f  b L o o d

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1. What was the crazy hunch and the high hope of the woman 
in Mark 5? In specific terms, how can she be an example for 
us today?

2. Discuss Max’s definition of faith: “A conviction that [God] 
can and a hope that he will.”

3. Max writes, “Faith is not the belief that God will do what 
you want. Faith is the belief that God will do what is right.” 
How should this change the way you pray? Why?

4. Is it true that “faith with no effort is no faith at all”? Explain 
your answer.

5. What is significant about the fact that Jesus called the 
aff licted woman “daughter”? Does this mean anything for 
your relationship with Jesus?
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P h i L i P

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1. Philip went to Samaria, and the grace of God blasted the 
walls between the Jews and Samaritans. Max asks you, 
“Do any walls bisect your world?” What divisions do you 
see dominating your culture? What unspoken rules of 
separation promote a subconscious prejudice? How long has 
this wall been there? What are the root causes? What keeps 
it going?

2. Describe yourself with the categories Max used to describe 
Philip (skin, hometown, economics, relationships, etc.). 
Now describe someone quite the opposite of you in these 
categories. Name someone you know who resembles the 
latter.

3. As Christians, how well do we live out Galatians 3:28–29 
and erase the divisions between us? Where have we 
succeeded? Where have we failed?

4. How could you tell a person on the other side of a dividing 
wall that he or she matters to you? What could you do to 
show that person you care?

5. Be honest with yourself about your prejudices. Spend some 
quiet time thinking about this. Make a list of groups of 
people you tend to prejudge or categorize. Pray over that 
piece of paper, asking God to change your heart. Then shred 
the list, embracing the freedom that comes with unbiased 
eyes.
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c A s t  o f  c h A r A c t E r s

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1. Max writes that lovebursts remind you “that what you have 
is greater than what you want and that what is urgent is not 
always what matters.” How do lovebursts do this? Name a 
few examples from your own life where you have seen this 
principle at work.

2. Had the paralyzed man’s friends given up when they saw 
the full house, what do you suppose would have happened 
to the man? Do you have any friends who would go as far 
to help you as this man’s friends did for him? Are you such a 
friend for anyone else?

3. Max writes, “Faith does the unexpected. And faith gets 
God’s attention.” While acting in faith, have you ever done 
the unexpected? If so, what happened?

4. Comment on the following statement: “They want Jesus to 
give the man a new body so he can walk. Jesus gives grace 
so the man can live.” What implications does this have for 
our day-to-day lives?

5. Are you glad that God often bypasses our requests and gives 
us what we need instead? Explain.
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n o A h

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1. In what areas of your life do you need hope right now? How 
has hope rescued you from a “f lood” in the past?

2. “Hope doesn’t promise an instant solution but rather the 
possibility of an eventual one. Sometimes all we need is a 
little hope.” Who do you know who could use a little hope 
right now?

3. In what ways can you “pass out an olive leaf” to your loved 
ones? If you told them you have hope in them and for them, 
what would that mean to them?

4. Why did Paul not grumble about his present struggles 
(Rom. 8:18)?

5. How can Paul’s understanding of hope (Rom. 8:24–25) help 
us in our difficult times?
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t h E  W o M A n  c A u G h t  i n  A d u L t r y

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1. Max writes, “Whether private or public, shame is always 
painful. And unless you deal with it, it is permanent. Unless 
you get help—the dawn will never come.” What do you 
think he means? Do you agree with him? Why or why not?

2. What does the word shame mean to you? What does the 
word grace mean to you? Which is the stronger term? Why?

3. With what character in the story of John 8 do you identify 
most closely? The woman? The guilty (but absent) man? 
The Pharisees? The men in the crowd? Explain your choice.

4. Jesus told the woman, “I also don’t judge you guilty. You 
may go now, but don’t sin anymore” (John 8:11). Does any 
part of this statement bother you? Is it what you would have 
expected Jesus to say? Why?

5. Do the words “not guilty” apply to you? Explain your 
answer. How do those words make you feel?
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P E t E r  A n d  J o h n

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1. How do you feel when you hear stories about heroic 
martyrs such as Necati or stories about horrible persecution 
around the world? In what ways does it put your own 
difficulties into perspective?

2. In societies with religious freedom, we may not experience 
persecution, but we may experience spiritual opposition 
from critics, accusers, family members, professors, 
classmates, coworkers, and others in our daily lives. As you 
read that list, does it remind you of a situation that led you 
to silence your beliefs?

3. How do you think Peter felt in John 18:15–18, 25–27? Have 
you ever failed to speak out in the face of pressure or 
persecution? On the other hand, when have you been like 
Peter before his accusers in Acts 4:5–13—ready to speak the 
truth boldly in the face of pressure or persecution?

4. What habits have you developed in order to spend time 
with Jesus so you can linger long and often in his presence? 
How could such habits help others realize you have been 
with him?

5. In what ways should spiritual disciplines develop boldness 
in a believer?
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n i c o d E M u s

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1. Read John 3:2. Why do you think Jesus ignored Nicodemus’s 
comment and instead responded, “I tell you the truth, 
unless you are born again, you cannot be in God’s kingdom”?

2. Comment on the following statement: “Legalism is slow 
torture, suffocation of the spirit, amputation of one’s dreams.” 
If you have ever felt legalism’s grip, explain your experience.

3. Read Colossians 2:20–23. Why do you think we are so easily 
drawn back into legalism? What is the only way to stay free 
of it?

4. Read Galatians 5:1–6. How does this passage teach that 
salvation cannot be achieved through a mixture of faith and 
deeds?

5. How does John 19:39–42 prove that Nicodemus finally 
escaped the trap of legalism? How did he escape this grip?
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A n A n i A s  A n d  s A u L

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1. Name a very public or famous person whom nobody would 
expect to convert to Christianity. Why does it seem so 
unlikely that the person would become a Christian?

2. Share a story either about yourself or someone whom 
you know personally who made an unexpected radical 
conversion to God.

3. “Has God given you a Saul?” Is there someone in your life 
whom most people have given up on and dismissed? How 
could you be an Ananias for that person?

4. What does Scripture say about reaching out to those 
in need? How can you be more sensitive to the Father’s 
promptings in this area?

5. How would you describe your conversion? Was it sudden 
or gradual? What are you doing to help others experience 
conversion?
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d A v i d

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1. Max writes, “David seduces—no mention of God. David 
plots—no mention of God. Uriah buried, Bathsheba 
married—no mention of God. God is not spoken to and 
does not speak.” Why do you think God does not speak to 
David during all this evil activity? Why is he silent?

2. Read Psalm 32:3–5. How did David feel during the time he 
tried to cover up his sin? How did God respond when David 
finally confessed his sin?

3. When you think of hidden sins in your life, do you ever fear 
God will not forgive you or that you have sinned so badly 
you can never be used by God? Read 2 Samuel 11:27–12:25. 
What was the first thing David did right after many months 
of willful rebellion (12:13)? How did God respond to him?

4. Have you ever suffered a colossal collapse? If so, what steps 
did you take to recover from it?

5. Is there some sin in your recent past that you have yet to 
name, confess, and abandon? If so, as Max says, “Place the 
mistake before the judgment seat of God. Let him condemn 
it, let him pardon it, and let him put it away.”
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c A s t  o f  c h A r A c t E r s

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1. Do you have any “tar-baby relatives”? If so, what makes it 
hard to communicate with them?

2. How does it make you feel that Jesus himself had a difficult 
family? What was your reaction when you first read this 
statement?

3. Go back through the chapter and list the many ways Jesus’ 
family dishonored him. How did Jesus respond to these 
insults? What can we learn from these incidents?

4. Max writes, “It’s worth noting that [Jesus] didn’t try to 
control his family’s behavior, nor did he let their behavior 
control his.” In what ways is this an excellent principle for us?

5. How did the members of Jesus’ family finally change in 
their appraisal of him? How can this give us hope?
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t h E  c r i P P L E d  M A n  A t  t h E  b E A u t i f u L  G A t E

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1. “Human hurt is not easy on the eyes.” Tell of a time you 
encountered suffering that was painful to observe. Describe 
a time you were hurting and someone made you think he or 
she really saw you.

2. What does it communicate to people in need, especially 
those who are not beautiful, when you look directly at 
them, in their eyes?

3. Take note of each meaningful touch you find in the 
following miracles of Jesus: Matthew 9:20–22; Mark 1:40–
45; Mark 7:32–35; Luke 8:51–55; Luke 13:11–13; John 9:1–7. 
Did Jesus need to touch people to heal them? Why do you 
think some form of touch was part of each healing?

4. Peter and John gave more than the money the crippled 
beggar asked for in Acts 3. What resources do you have—
beyond money—that you could give to people in need?

5. For Peter and John the strategy of kind eyes meeting 
desperate ones and strong hands helping weak ones 
unleashed a miracle of God. How could you live out this 
strategy?
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i s A i A h

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1. What does “holiness” mean to you? How would you 
describe it to someone who knows nothing about the Bible?

2. How does God’s holiness silence human boasting?
3. When was the last time you experienced God’s quick 

pardon and fullness of mercy? Describe what happened.
4. Read Isaiah 6:1–8. How does Isaiah react to this revelation 

of God’s glory (v. 5)? How do you think you would have 
reacted? Explain.

5. What resulted from Isaiah’s cleansing (v. 8)? How do you 
think God wants to use Isaiah’s experience in your own life?
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c A s t  o f  c h A r A c t E r s

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1. Max says, “A glimpse of the wild man reveals Satan’s goals 
for you and me. Self-imposed pain. The demoniac used 
rocks. We are more sophisticated; we use drugs, sex, work, 
violence, and food.” How have you seen people around you 
suffer from self-imposed pain? In what way(s) has hell made 
you hurt yourself?

2. Read Mark 5:1–20. Why could Christ control the demons 
with a single command? What does it mean for you that 
Christ has such power over hell?

3. Why do you think the demon-possessed man came out to 
meet Jesus when the Lord got out of the boat (Mark 5:2)? 
Why wouldn’t he just run away?

4. What did the cured man request of Jesus (Mark 5:18)? What 
answer did Jesus give (v. 19)? Why do you think he gave this 
answer?

5. Read 1 Peter 5:8–10. How do you steady yourself so 
that you stand “strong in your faith”? Why does it help 
to remember that you are not alone in suffering and 
temptation (v. 9)? From where does all spiritual strength 
ultimately come (v. 10)?
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t h E  L E P E r  J E s u s  h E A L E d

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1. Have you ever “quarantined” someone from your life? If so, 
what was the situation? Why did you make the exclusion? 
What would cause you to include him or her again?

2. Though Jesus’ words cured the leper’s disease, Max points 
out that only Christ’s loving touch banished the man’s 
loneliness. Describe a time in your life when no words 
came, but a touch said it all.

3. Read again the story of the cleansed leper from Matthew 
8:1–4. Why do you think Jesus thought it was important 
to physically touch the man? Would the story have been 
diminished without the touch? Explain.

4. Read Mark 1:40–45. The cleansed leper, though having been 
warned not to tell the story to anyone, instead went out and 
began to talk freely. Would you have been able to keep quiet 
if such a marvelous thing had happened to you? Explain.

5. Think of someone who has a compassionate spirit. How 
is this spirit expressed through his or her actions, speech, 
and demeanor? With the Lord’s help, how can you work at 
better showing compassion?
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c A s t  o f  c h A r A c t E r s

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1. Describe the difference between “grace receiving” and “law 
keeping.” Why does law keeping generally deflate joy? Read 
Galatians 1:6–7; 2:16. What most puzzled Paul about the 
choice his friends had made?

2. How do we sometimes try to earn our place at God’s table?
3. How does God’s grace of taking broken and hurting 

people and using their past pains, brokenness, and physical 
deformities bring glory to himself? In what way does grace 
shape how you live? How did it shape the way you acted 
today?

4. Read 2 Samuel 9:1–13. Why did David show such kindness 
to Mephibosheth (v. 1)? What would have been the result 
if Mephibosheth had tried to f lee rather than go to the 
palace of the king? Are there times we f lee from the King’s 
presence and miss the blessing of sitting at his table?

5. How did Mephibosheth see himself (v. 8)? What privilege 
did Mephibosheth receive (v. 11)?
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J o s i A h

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1. “We can’t choose our parents, but we can choose our 
mentors.” What mentors have you chosen? Why did you 
choose the particular individuals?

2. Choose one word to describe how you feel about your past: 
Grateful? Angry? Discouraged? Proud? Depressed? Blessed?

3. How do we sometimes allow ourselves to be controlled by 
the past? Have you ever slipped into this mode? Explain.

4. “Spiritual life comes from the Spirit! Your parents may have 
given you genes, but God gives you grace.” How does this 
principle change your outlook on your family history?

5. What sort of spiritual heritage do you have now? Describe it.
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J o b

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1. Describe the most difficult circumstance you’ve ever faced. 
Who was involved? What happened? How long did it last? 
Did you question or lash out at God during that time? What 
was the result? What did you learn through that experience?

2. Think about friends who “advised” you during a difficult 
time. What type of wisdom did they give you? What kind 
of advice have you given to others who have faced difficult 
times?

3. Read Job 1:8–12; 2:3–7. Why did God allow Job’s difficult 
circumstances to occur? How does that knowledge add 
perspective to what happened to Job? Does that knowledge 
shed any light on the suffering in your life or in the life of 
someone you know? If so, explain.

4. Max writes that God is best heard in the storm. Do you 
agree? Why or why not?

5. When God finished speaking, Job said, “I had heard about 
you before, but now I have seen you” (Job 42:5 TLb). What 
did Job gain as a result of seeing God?
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P E t E r

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1. Describe a time when you followed Peter’s example and did 
the very thing you swore you’d never do. What happened?

2. Have you ever “gone fishing” or returned to your pre-Jesus 
practices after a spiritual failure? If so, how did you feel at 
that time?

3. Why do we question whether Jesus has a place for people 
like us? Have you ever felt that way? Explain.

4. Why do you think Jesus allowed Judas to see the Lord’s 
Supper? Why not banish him before the disciples gathered?

5. How do the stories of both Peter and Max show true 
repentance? How does Jesus always respond to true 
repentance? Why is this important to understand?
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c A s t  o f  c h A r A c t E r s

Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1. What gives a person value, according to today’s culture? 
What affects society’s view of the worth of the individual?

2. What do the following passages teach about the value God 
places upon people: Romans 5:8; Ephesians 2:4–5; Titus 
3:4–7; 1 John 4:9–10?

3. Do we behave as if we have intrinsic value? If people truly 
believed they had intrinsic value, what problems in society 
would no longer exist?

4. Read Luke 23:32–43. What can you learn about the two 
criminals from this brief episode? Why do you think Jesus 
gave this criminal a promise of paradise?

5. How do you think the crucified crook would explain grace 
in one sentence?
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