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At its heart, 1. Face of Betrayal is about three friends who love each 

other—and their work. do you have any friendships like that?

When the book opens, the man Allison prosecuted for hiring some-2. 

one to kill his wife is sentenced. He had hired a hit man to kill his 

wife. Should hiring a hit man carry the same penalty as committing 

murder yourself ?

When Katie disappears, her parents work to get attention from the 3. 

media and law enforcement. do you think that if a girl disappeared 

who wasn’t white or upper class, or whose parents weren’t as savvy, 

the case would get as much media attention? If not, is there anything 

that can be done about it?

Allison has been trying for two years to get pregnant. do you know 4. 

people who have struggled with infertility?  

Nicole works with the FBI’s Innocent Images to catch online pedo-5. 

philes. do you think the Internet has led to an increase in the 

number of pedophiles, or that it has simply given them new tools?

cassidy is a spiritual seeker. do you know women like her?  6. 

Katie’s parents were unaware of her MySpace page. If you have kids, 7. 

do you let them have a MySpace or Facebook page? do you monitor 
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it? Why or why not? Is it snooping for parents to look through their 

kids’ e-mails?  Is it any different than reading letters that they get in 

the mail?

Nicole has to send her daughter to live with Nic’s parents while the case 8. 

is at a fever pitch. Is it possible to hold a demanding job and still be a 

good mother? do we ask the same question of fathers? Should we?

As a black woman working in a white man’s world, Nicole feels she 9. 

has to be twice as good to be treated as an equal. do you think there 

still is a double standard for race? For sex?

cassidy’s station devotes a lot of resources to the story of the missing 10. 

Senate intern. do you think TV news is catering more and more to 

sensationalism and celebrities and doing fewer in-depth, well-

researched stories? Has the way you get your news changed in the 

past few years?

In desperation, Katie’s parents contact a woman who says she can get 11. 

in touch with Katie’s spirit. do you think there are people who really 

have such powers?  

Allison knows that domestic violence accounts for more injuries to 12. 

women in America than heart attacks, cancer, strokes, car wrecks, 

muggings, and rapes combined. do you know anyone who has been 

affected by domestic violence? Have you ever tried to help someone 

you suspected was being abused?  

Senator Fairview is revealed to be a man who lies, cheats, and ratio-13. 

nalizes. do you think it’s possible to be a politician while still retain-

ing your principles? Or does “power corrupt, and absolute power 

corrupts absolutely,” as Lord Acton said?
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 Q:   you’ve written non-fiction, and now this novel. Why’d you decide 

to do that . . . inspired by my novel Those Who Trespass, right?

 A:   With all due respect, no not really. In my time away from you, I like 

to hunker down with a good mystery. But I had an increasingly hard 

time finding stories I could relate to. And I wanted to read about 

strong women solving crimes. So, I thought, why not create my own 

mysteries . . . fiction stories with a slice of reality about how law and 

journalism really work.

 Q:   describe a day in “Lis Land.” 

 A:   Let’s pick a typical Tuesday. After I make fruit smoothies and oat-

meal or whatever else (fast) for the kids, get a load of wash in the 

laundry, and pack the kids off to school . . . I get to work to start my 

day. On the way in to work, I’m reading up for the 10:30 a.m. TV 

show, figuring out which side I want to take on the daily debate. I 

go directly from that to a FOX streaming Internet show, where we 

talk about the news of the day. I leave that show early explaining 

that I’m doing radio with you, Bill, grab a quick bite to eat (so my 

stomach doesn’t rumble during radio), and then get to spend the 

next two hours doing radio with you. While I’m doing the radio 
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show, your TV producers are sending me the topics for your TV 

show that night. They want me to study up and then send them my 

point of view for the program. So I try to answer their questions 

while paying attention to the radio show—women know how to 

multitask! From radio I have a little downtime to work on my col-

umn for Foxnews.com, do more research for TV that night, and call 

the kids to bug them about their homework and make a dinner 

plan. TV with you is the next highlight (smile), and then it’s home 

to make dinner, check homework, make kid lunches for the next 

day, and start the whole process all over again.

 Q:   everyone knows I’m the most boring guy around, but tell us some-

thing about you that we’d never guess.

 A:   I hate to shop for clothes. I won’t even look at something unless it’s 

at least 50 percent off, so that means sorting through a lot of piles, 

which I really don’t like. I’d rather wear sweats. Fortunately, FOX has 

a wardrobe department, so I can at least look presentable at work. 

But if you see me in the supermarket, you’ll see me in sweats.

 Q:   you were a federal prosecutor, now you work in TV, and your dad 

was an FBI agent. So you’re taking your material from your own 

background?  

 A:   I figured with this personal background I could create fictional char-

acters who work together, and I could give readers a true sense of 

what goes on in a TV station and in a courtroom. Although the 

overall book is fiction, many of the scenes are based on cases I’ve 

actually had—though I am careful to change the names to protect 

the guilty. And the crime-solving techniques, including forensics and 

grand jury methods, are based on my own experience along with 

consulting experts in forensics, pathology, defense lawyering, etc. 
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 Q:   you’ve been all over the place—Prosecutor, Pundit, and Professor. 

Which job best prepared you to write fiction?

 A:   All of my experiences in the law and on television prepared me for 

Face of Betrayal. As a prosecutor and pundit, you have to be quick 

on your feet, and a good judge of character. As a professor, you have 

to be measured and systematic. This all helps with storytelling. And 

it’s so fun to bring these worlds together in fiction format.

 Q:   Face of Betrayal. Tough sounding title. Why?

 A:   I think betraying someone who trusts you is one of the worst sins a 

person can commit. And Katie converse comes face-to-face with 

that sin, so the title just makes sense.

 Q:   We’re living in a society where secularism is combating traditional 

religion. Most Americans are facing that struggle on a regular basis. 

This important to you, your characters? 

 A:   Absolutely critical. All three women in the book struggle with issues 

of what to believe and why. For Allison especially, it’s difficult to 

reconcile a loving God with what she sees everyday at work. For me, 

my faith is an integral part of who I am, and my own moral com-

pass. As a christian writing fiction I deal with issues of faith. And I 

think most Americans can relate to that.

 Q:   So what do you want readers to get out of the book?

 A:   First off, I hope readers will have a fun read. This can be “me” time 

to just enjoy a good mystery—see if you can figure it out kind of 

thing. And then, because the characters are based on my own back-

ground, I hope that readers will learn something about the behind- 

the-scenes world of a TV station and a criminal courthouse.
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 Q:   I’m almost afraid to ask—what’s next, Wiehl?

 A:   you should be very afraid, Bill! The next book, Hand of Fate, opens 

with the murder of Jim Fate, a radio and TV show host, with strong 

opinions and lots of enemies. Sound like someone you know? And 

the way he is murdered sets the whole town into chaos. One of the 

immediate suspects is his smart and witty female radio co-host. 

Again, sound like someone you know? Turns out cassidy had been 

dating Fate, and she may have the critical clue. But I can’t give away 

any more. you’ll just have to tune in to see how it turns out!
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