A Conversation with Mark Schultz
How did you come to write the song “Letters from War”? When
did you first have the idea of using the song as the basis for a
novel?
My great-grandma had three sons involved in World War
II. My great-uncles have always been heroes to me. Several
years ago as we were cleaning out her attic, we found the
letters they had written her as well as her diary from the
1940s. Several of the entries brought me to tears, and I
knew that I wanted to write a song that would honor both
my great-grandmother and her sons.
What was your involvement in the U.S. Army’s Be Safe—
Make It Home campaign? Why was it important for you to be
a part of the campaign?
The army approached me with the idea of making a video for
“Letters from War” so that they could show it in conjunction
with their Be Safe—Make It Home campaign for the soldiers
in Iraq and Afghanistan. It was an amazing experience, and
it has also allowed us to perform at the Pentagon as well as at
several army bases around the country. Those concerts have
been some of the most memorable of my career.
What can you tell us about collaborating with Travis Thrasher
to write Letters from War? What are some of the differences
between writing a novel and writing a song?
Well, I think we both learned a lot about the creative process
and collaboration. Both Travis and I primarily do our craft
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without much collaboration, so it was interesting to meld
our ideas together to make a compelling story. He was great
to work with and did a good job blending our different
styles. One huge difference between songwriting and book
writing is the amount of work that goes into a book. A song
may have 100 words as opposed to a book, which may have
30,000. But I think that writing this story has made me a
better songwriter as well.
Early on in Letters from War, Beth and her family gather to
remember James on Memorial Day. Do you hope that the novel
will inspire the public to honor our soldiers—and to keep them
in their thoughts and prayers—more than one day of the year?
Yes, I hope so. What I think this book does is connect
you with the life of a military family in a way that lets
readers experience it firsthand. I would hope that people
look at these characters as real people because they are our
neighbors, the ones who are dealing with these difficulties
every day.
Your debut album, Mark Schultz, was a hit with Christian
music fans as well as with those of pop and country. Do you
believe that Letters from War also holds a similar crossover
appeal for different audiences of readers? How so?
I have always said that what is real resonates. If a story is told
well, it will make an impact in several genres. That is what I
love about stories—they can transcend differences whether
in music or in life.
There are so many poignant, powerful moments in Letters
from War, such as when Beth tells Britt that life doesn’t always
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work out like it’s portrayed in the movies. What is your favorite
scene in the novel?
Well, there are moments that are taken straight out of
my great-grandmother’s diary, and to me, those are the
moments that make me the proudest. Also, the letter from
the father to the son always makes me cry.
In the book you write: “Every soldier has a mom. And every
mom can’t help but worry and wonder. Mothers march with
their children in battle. They are there in spirit.” Why did you
decide to have the song, and later the novel, feature the mother
of a lost soldier rather than a father? Is Beth based on any one
particular person? Do any of the other characters have specific
real-life counterparts?
Yes. “Letters from War” the song and then the novel are
based off my own family. My great-grandfather passed away
from a heart attack before his sons went off to war, so that is
why I focus on the letters from my great-grandmother to her
sons. It was so moving to read the actual letters and see how
much they looked up to and loved their father in those letters.
Beth draws on her belief in God for strength in dealing with
James’s disappearance. In what ways does Beth’s faith reflect
your own?
I certainly see Beth as a spiritually strong, and she is very real
and honest with herself and with God. She struggles with
this tragedy in her life that puts her faith to the test. I have
never dealt with anything quite like that, but it is inspiring to
me because I have had to learn in life to submit to God’s will
over my own. In Beth’s case, she is learning to trust in God’s
will, whether that means she ever sees her son again or not.
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As a successful musician you’ve had the opportunity to meet
people from all walks of life. What were some of your memorable
encounters with men and women serving in the military?
I performed one Sunday morning at the chapel of Lackland
Air Force Base in San Antonio, Texas. They play the video of
“Letters from War” every Sunday morning for the airmen.
They all stand, put their arms around each other, rock from
side to side, and sing the song at the top of their lungs.
There is not a dry eye in the back of the room from the
parents who are in attendance.
Later I performed the song for more than 5,000 airmen,
and they sang so loud I just stopped singing and played
the piano. Hearing the thundering echo of those voices
throughout the church is something I will never forget.
What would you most like readers to take away from Letters
from War?
I hope it brings awareness and a thankfulness for those men
and women who serve in the military and the families that
they leave behind. I also hope that Beth’s faith will inspire
readers.
Now that you have one novel under your belt, do you plan to
write any more books?
My songs do lend themselves to being novels in that they are
story songs. It has been fun to see how much more a song’s
story comes alive when you have more time to develop
the characters and the plot. I love giving people a deeper
experience of these songs.
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