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Chronology

1558
•  john Knox publishes “the First Blast of the trumpet against 

the Monstrous Regiment of Women.”
•  Mary Queen of scots marries Francis Valois, Dauphin of France.
•  Mary tudor dies (Mary i of england or “Bloody” Mary).
•  elizabeth tudor proclaimed elizabeth i of england.

1559
•  Francis Valois crowned Francis ii of France. Mary Queen of 

scots becomes queen consort of France.
1560

•  Francis ii dies at age sixteen.
1565

•  Mary Queen of scots marries Henry stuart, Lord Darnley.
1566

•  Lord Darnley and associates murder David Rizzio in the 
queen’s bedchamber at Holyrood Palace on 9 March.

•  james born 19 june at edinburgh Castle between nine and ten 
in the morning.

•  james baptized 17 December—Charles james, Prince and 
steward of scotland; Duke of Rothesay; earl of Kyle, Carrick, 
and Cunningham; Lord of the isles; and Baron of Renfrew.
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1567
•  Lord Darnley murdered at Kirk o’ Field.
•  Mary Queen of scots marries james Hepburn, earl of Bothwell.
•  Mary imprisoned at Lochleven Castle.
•  Mary forced to sign voluntary demission (abdication).
•  james stuart crowned james Vi of scotland at Church of the 

Holy Rood.
1570

•  King james Vi begins education under George Buchanan and 
Peter Young.

•  Papal Bull (Pius V) proclaiming elizabeth i, “the pretended 
queen of england,” a heretic, releasing all Catholic subjects 
from allegiance to her.

1571
•  james’s first appearance in public as king (five years old). 

addresses scottish parliament.
1579

•  arrival of esme stuart, sieur d’aubigny.
1580

•  esme stuart created earl, and soon after, duke of Lennox.
1581

•  james Douglas, fourth earl of Morton, the last Regent of 
scotland, executed for alleged complicity in the murder of 
Lord Darnley.

•  james assumes rule of scotland.
1582

•  Mary Queen of scots proposes and drafts the association, a 
contract making Mary and james corulers of scotland. in spite 
of his protests otherwise, james never signs the contract.

1584
•  sovereignty act of 1584 (Black acts) establishes james Vi as 

head of church in scotland. Reestablishes episcopacy.
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•  Ane Metaphoricall Invention of a Tragedie Called Phœnix
•  Essays of a Prentise, in the Divine Art of Poesie

1587
•  Mary Queen of scots beheaded at Fotheringay Castle.

1588
•  english defeat the spanish armada.
•  Ane Frvitfull Meditatioun contening ane plane and facill 

expositioun of ye 7.8.9 and 10 versis of the 20 Chap. Of the 
Reuelatioun in forme of ane sermone.

1589
•  james Vi marries anne of Denmark in Oslo, Norway.

1590
•  Witch trials begin in scotland.
•  anne crowned Queen of scotland.

1591
•  His Maiesties Poeticall Exercises at vacant hours

1594
•  Henry Frederick stuart, future Prince of Wales, born 19 

February.
1596

•  elizabeth, princess, future elizabeth of Bohemia, born 19 august.
1597

•  Daemonologie
1598

•  The Trew Law of Free Monarchies
1599

•  Basilikon Doron
1600

•  Charles stuart, prince, future Charles i of england, born 19 
November.

1602
•  Robert stuart, prince, born 18 january, dies 27 May.
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1603
•  elizabeth i of england dies. james Vi of scotland proclaimed 

james i of england.
•  Millenary petition presented to james.
•  shakespeare’s troupe the Lord Chamberlain’s Men become the 

King’s Men by order of the king.
•  Outbreak of plague.
•  Coronation of james and anne.

1604
•  Hampton Court Conference
•  Parliament refuses union of scotland and england.
•  james prorogues parliament.
•  somerset House Conference ends twenty-year war with spain.
•  A Counterblaste to Tobacco

1605
•  the Gunpowder treason and Plot
•  Mary stuart, princess, born 8 april.

1606
•  james meets Robert Carr, first english “favorite.”
•  shakespeare’s Macbeth completed and performed for james at 

Whitehall.
1607

•  jamestown settled. First official english settlement in america.
•  sophia stuart, princess, born june 1607. Dies within 48 hours 

of birth.
•  Mary stuart, princess, dies 16 December.

1609
•  An Apologie for the Oath of Allegiance

1610
•  Henry savile publishes works of john Chrysostom.

1611
•  First edition of the King james Bible published.
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1612
•  Henry, Prince of Wales, dies at age eighteen.
•  Robert Cecil dies.

1613
•  the Globe theater burns down during a performance of 

Henry VIII.
1614

•  james meets George Villiers, soon to be earl (1617), marquis 
(1619), then duke of Buckingham (1623). Replaces Carr as 
king’s favorite.

1616
•  james forbids further editions of the Geneva Bible. King james 

Bible becomes the only english Bible.
1617

•  Native american princess, Pocahontas, visits james at 
Whitehall.

1618
•  Walter Raleigh sent on expedition to find el Dorado.

1619
•  A Meditation on the Lord’s Prayer
•  Queen anne dies 19 March.

1620
•  Mayflower sails for america.

1625
•  james dies 27 March.

Note: Published works of King james are in italics and listed by date of 
publication.
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William Shakespeare plays during the translation  
of kjb (1604–1611)*

Measure for Measure 1604
Othello 1604
King Lear 1605
Macbeth 1606
Antony and Cleopatra 1606
Coriolanus 1607–08
Timon of Athens 1607–08
Pericles 1607–08
Cymbeline 1609–10
The Winter’s Tale 1610–11
The Tempest 1611

*Dates according to Harold Bloom, Shakespeare: The Invention of 
the Human, p. xv.
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the stuart succession

JAMES II (r. 1437–60)

THE STUART SUCCESSION

JAMES III (r. 1460–88) Mary  m.  James, Lord Hamilton 

JAMES IV (r. 1488–1513) #1 m. Margaret Tudor* m. Archibald #2 

Matthew Stewart m. Elizabeth Hamilton 
2nd Earl of Lennox  

John Stewart
3rd Earl of Lennox

6th Earl of Angus

James Hamilton m. Janet 
1st Earl of Arran

Matthew
Stewart
4th Earl
of Lennox

Robert
Stewart
Bishop of
Caithness

John
Stewart
5th Lord
d’Aubigny

Beaton

James Hamilton 
2nd Earl of Arran

James Hamilton 
3rd Earl of Arran

m.    Anne 
        de la Quelle

Esme Stuart
6th Lord d’Aubigny
and 1st Duke of Lennox

Lady Margaret Douglas  m.

JAMES V (r. 1513–42)  m.  Mary of Guise

*   Margaret Tudor, daughter of Henry VII, sister of Henry VIII, aunt to Elizabeth I. 
** born and died the same year 

Francis II #1  m.  MARY Queen of Scots  m. Henry Stuart, Lord Darnley #2  

JAMES VI of Scotland and I of England  m.  Anne of Denmark

CHARLES I
1600–1649    
King of Scotland & England 
(r. 1625–49) m. Henrietta Maria

Henry
1594–1612

Elizabeth  m.  
1596–1662

Frederick V 
Elector of Palatine

Margaret
1598 b/d**

Robert
1601 b/d

Mary
1605–07

Sophia
1607 b/d

(r. 1542–67)
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the Rules

(The rules to be observed in translation)

1. the ordinary Bible read in the Church, commonly called the Bish-
op’s Bible, to be followed, and as little altered as the truth of the 
original will permit.

2. the names of the Prophets, and the Holy Writers, with the other 
Names of the text, to be retained, as near as may be, according as 
they are vulgarly [commonly] used.

3. the old ecclesiastical words to be kept viz. the Word Church not 
to be translated Congregation.

4. When a word hath divers significations, that to be kept which hath 
been most commonly used by the most of the ancient Fathers, 
being agreeable to the Propriety of the Place and the analogy of 
the Faith.

5. the Division of the Chapters to be altered, either not at all, or as 
little as may be, if Necessary so require.

6. No Marginal Notes at all to be affixed, but only for the explanation 
of the Hebrew or Greek Words, which cannot without some circum-
locution, so briefly and fitly be express’d in the text.

7. such Quotations of Places to be marginally set down as shall serve 
for the fit Reference of one scripture to another.

8. every particular Man of each Company, to take the same Chapter, 
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or Chapters, and having translated or amended them severally by 
himself, where he thinketh good, all to meet together, confer what 
they have done, and agree for their Parts what shall stand.

9. as one Company hath dispatched any one Book in this Manner 
they shall send it to the rest, to be consider’d of seriously and judi-
ciously, for His Majesty is very careful to this point.

10. if any company, upon the Review of the Book so sent, doubt or 
differ upon any Place, to send them Word thereof; note the Place, 
and withal send the Reasons, to which if they consent not, the 
Difference to be compounded at the General Meeting, which is to 
be of the chief Persons of each Company, at the end of the Work.

11. When any Place of special Obscurity is doubted of Letters to be 
directed, by authority, to send to any Learned Man in the Land, 
for his judgment of the Place.

12. Letters to be sent from every Bishop to the rest of his Clergy, 
admonishing them of this translation in hand; and to move and 
charge as many as being skilful in the tongues; and having taken 
Pains in that kind, to send his particular Observations to the 
Company, either at Westminster, Cambridge, or Oxford.

13. the Directors in each Company, to be the Deans of Westminster 
and Chester for that Place; and the King’s Professors in the Hebrew 
or Greek in either University.

14. these translations to be used when they agree better with the text 
than the Bishop’s Bible: tindall’s [tyndale’s], Matthews, Coverdale’s, 
Whitchurch’s [otherwise known as the Great Bible, used in the time 
of Henry Viii, identified by Whitchurch, the publisher], Geneva.

15. Besides the said Directors before mentioned, three of four of the 
most ancient and Grave Divines, in either of the Universities, not 
employed in translating, to be assigned by the Vice-Chancellor, 
upon Conference with the rest of the Heads, to be Overseers of the 
translations as well Hebrew as Greek, for the better Observation 
of the 4th Rule above specified.


