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Q & A with Jeff Nesbit

q1—is camP 16 real? 
A. While North Korea denies its existence, it is quite real. By all public 

accounts, Camp 16 is the secret, heavily fortified prison compound 
in the northern mountains of North Korea where the military 
sends exiled government officials, their family members, and oth-
ers it considers to be “enemies of the state.” Camp 16 is located near 
two nuclear testing sites and facilities, and there have been reports 
that prisoners at Camp 16 have been forced to take part against 
their will in nuclear tests. Publicly available satellite images clearly 
show the outlines of Camp 16, including structures that serve as 
barracks. The Washington Post even published an interactive map 
showing the location of North Korea’s secret prison camps, based 
on satellite pictures and unclassified intelligence reports. 

q2—is a FissiOn-FusiOn-FissiOn DOOmsDay bOmb—liKe the 
One in the nOvel built by nOrth KOrea—really POssible? 
A. Unfortunately, it is possible. Physicist Leo Szilard once described the 

possibility of a cobalt-laced nuclear bomb that could send highly 
radioactive cobalt-60 airborne particles to earth as a “doomsday 
device,” because it was theoretically capable of wiping out life on 
earth. A fission-fusion bomb containing cobalt would release a 
large amount of cobalt-60 into the environment—creating long-
lasting radioactive fallout that would have a devastating impact on 
life on the planet. Such a device could theoretically be devised as 
the ultimate bluff, or threat, in a last-stand political standoff. The 
United States and the former Soviet Union abandoned research 
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on such a nuclear doomsday device in the 1950s, because such a 
weapon served no useful military purpose.

q3—is iran, in Fact, builDing secret uranium-
enrichment Facilities insiDe revOlutiOnary 
guarDs’ cOmPOunDs thrOughOut iran?
A. Yes, in at least one instance—and, perhaps, in several other loca-

tions. As I was developing PEACE, I wrote about an unmanned 
U.S. drone equipped with a quantum cascade laser array system 
that detected uranium hexafluoride levels in the atmosphere 
above a previously unidentified Revolutionary Guards’ weapons 
compound, triggering Israel’s decision to attack Iran’s nuclear 
facilities. Two months after I’d written these chapters—which 
were based on reports in the open literature of decisions by the 
IRGC to consolidate all nuclear weapons testing and research at 
their closely guarded complexes—world leaders announced that, 
in fact, Iran had secretly built uranium-enrichment facilities 
inside an IRGC compound at Qom. The speculation is that Iran 
has built—and hidden—similar uranium-enrichment facilities in 
other IRGC locations.

 
q4—is it true that the First anD secOnD temPles in 
jerusalem Were nOt, in Fact, ever built abOve the 
rOcK FOrmatiOn that’s in the DOme OF the rOcK?
A. Despite nearly two thousand years of tradition, it now does appear 

as if the First and Second Temples in Jerusalem were never built 
on or around the Dome of the Rock—one of the most holy shrines 
in Islam. Both ancient Jewish Temples were almost certainly built 
south of the Dome of the Rock, in an area that is much closer to 
the original city of David in antiquity and is located in a section 
without any current structures. What’s more, it’s also likely that 
the Western Wall (previously known as the Wailing Wall), revered 
by Jews worldwide as the last remnant of the old Jewish Temples, 
was never part of the ancient Temples but was more likely part 
of the replica of the Roman temple of Jupiter built on the Tem-
ple Mount after the destruction of the Second Jewish Temple. A 
prominent Israeli architect, Tuvia Sagiv, has conducted his own 
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private research over the years and has built a highly credible sci-
entific case behind the premise that the First and Second Jewish 
Temples were not built in the area under the Dome of the Rock. A 
fourth-century commentary by Jerome would also seem to indi-
cate that a statue of Hadrian within the temple of Jupiter complex 
in Jerusalem may have been built precisely over the Holy of Holies. 
“So when you see standing in the holy place the abomination that 
causes desolation: or the statue of the mounted Hadrian, which 
stands to this very day on the site of the Holy of Holies” (Jerome, 
Commentaries on Isaiah 2.8; Matthew 24.15). Based on this com-
mentary and another temple of Jupiter found in Lebanon that has 
similar dimensions, it is highly plausible that the Holy of Holies 
was directly below the Roman emperor’s equestrian statue—in an 
area that is now the El Kas fountain.

 
q5—WOulD the F-117 stealth Fighter, in Fact, be a “sil-
ver bullet” FOr israel iF it chOse tO attacK iran in an 
eFFOrt tO Disable its nuclear WeaPOns caPabilities?
A. The F-117—the world’s first Stealth attack fighter—was uncer-

emoniously retired to the Tonopah airfield in Nevada in 2009. 
The Bandits who fly the aircraft have said publicly that the air-
craft is still more than capable of carrying out Stealth missions. 
The newer F-22 Raptors, which also use Stealth technology, have 
largely replaced the F-117’s mission capabilities, rendering the 
F-117s obsolete. But the F-117 Stealth attack fighters have success-
fully patrolled skies in Iraq and elsewhere in the Middle East for 
the past quarter of a century—and could, conceivably, do so again. 
Retired U.S. military officials have said publicly that they’re glad 
the F-117s have been mothballed in a place where they could be 
brought back, if needed. The F-117—a single-seat aircraft with a 
black, angular shape and radar-evading technology—was designed 
to fly into heavily defended areas and drop payloads with surgical 
precision. Not a single F-117 Stealth fighter was hit during Desert 
Storm in Iraq in 1991. The U.S. has permanently pledged to main-
tain Israel’s air superiority in the Middle East, and Israeli defense 
analysts have begun to argue that the F-117 would be an adequate 
temporary solution for that pledge until export versions of the 
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F-22 and F-35 are made available to Israel, Japan, and other U.S. 
allies. Israel currently does not have the Stealth attack technology 
to defeat Iran’s air-defense systems in one continuous mission. 
The F-117 (and successors) could, possibly, change that equation.

q6—DOes iran POssess an attacK Fighter cOmParable  
tO the mODiFieD F-15s anDF-16s in the israeli air FOrce,  
anD What DOes this mean FOr iran’s ability as a regiOnal 
military POWer?
A. There have been recent, published reports that China has offered 

to sell export versions of its powerful, new J-10 aircraft to Iran. 
Military analysts believe the J-10 is comparable to the American-
built F-15s and F-16s, which make up the bulk of the IAF arsenal. 
If the reports are true, it means that Iran would have the ability 
to strike, or retaliate against, Israel with this aircraft. In short, 
it would remove the qualitative edge that Israel has always pos-
sessed related to air power in the region. The irony, of course, is 
that China likely developed the J-10 with considerable technology 
assistance from the defunct Israeli Lavi project, which itself was 
based on the American-built F-16 fighter.

q7—WOulD israel really cOnsiDer the use OF tactical 
nuclear WeaPOns tO DestrOy iran’s nuclear WeaPOns 
Plants bunKereD insiDe iran’s revOlutiOnary guarDs’ 
cOmPOunDs?
A. According to published reports in The Times of London and else-

where, Israel has drawn up plans to use tactical nuclear weapons 
to destroy Iran’s uranium-enrichment facilities. While Israel has 
never commented on the extent of its nuclear weapons capabili-
ties, it is widely known to possess multiple platforms to deliver 
nuclear weapons—including precision, targeted, tactical nuclear 
weapons from attack aircraft. Citing Israeli military sources, for 
instance, The Times reported that IAF squadrons have developed 
the ability to deliver low-yield nuclear “bunker-busting” payloads. 
Conventional, laser-guided bombs would create a path, and tac-
tical nuclear bombs would follow in behind and explode deep 
underground, minimizing the radioactive fallout. The question 
is whether IAF aircraft carrying such payloads could successfully 
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navigate through Iran’s air-defense system. According to The 
Times, Israel has drawn up such secret plans only in the event 
that it decided to act unilaterally—without U.S. assistance—and 
after ruling out a conventional attack as insufficient to complete 
the mission. U.S. authorities have told the Israeli government on 
several occasions that it would never sanction the use of tactical 
nuclear weapons against IRGC nuclear facilities, according to 
published reports.

q8—has the u.s. military, in Fact, DevelOPeD a WeaPOn that 
can KnOcK Out the guiDance systems On anti-shiP cruise 
missiles liKe the sunburn?
A. While there is nothing in the open literature to confirm that such 

a capability exists, the Department of Energy’s nuclear weapons 
laboratories began research 20 years ago on an aerial bomb that 
could generate high-power microwaves over a wide area, accord-
ing to reports of congressional testimony in American news-
papers. At the time, the research was focused on the ability to 
destroy electronic guidance equipment controlling ground-based 
intercontinental ballistic missiles in the former Soviet Union. So, 
the possibility exists that research has advanced to the point where 
such technology can be used to counter anti-ship cruise missiles 
in flight.

q9—is the tyPe OF terrOrist attacK With Dirty cesium-137 
bOmbs in urban cities in the uniteD states POssible?
A. In short, yes, it is possible. Security experts have been concerned 

for years that terrorist organizations might consider the use of 
such dirty bombs in urban settings in the United States and else-
where. In fact, some published reports have quoted Hezbollah 
leaders openly declaring their intention to carry out such attacks. 
A Hezbollah leader in Iran once said that they have thousands of 
volunteers in place and that they were prepared to launch “Judg-
ment Day” scale attacks around the globe if provoked. In addition, 
according to published newspaper reports, Venezuelan President 
Hugo Chavez has visited Iran more than a half-dozen times in the 
past decade to meet with Iran’s leadership, and Iran’s president 
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has likewise visited Caracas on several occasions. Economic ties 
between Venezuela and Iran are deep, and extensive. In 2008 Tur-
key stopped an Iranian shipment on its way to Venezuela with 
nearly two dozen containers labeled as “tractor parts”—but which, 
in fact, contained equipment designed to set up an explosives lab, 
according to published wire service reports.

q10—is the thirD, anD yOungest, sOn OF nOrth KOrea’s 
“Dear leaDer” in line tO taKe Over FrOm his Father? is 
he really a Fan OF the nba in america? DiD he Once see 
michael jOrDan Play in Paris?
A. While it is nearly impossible to know the extent of the leader-

ship succession planning in North Korea’s highly secretive and 
closed military society, infrequent reports do seem to indicate 
that Kim Jong Il is, in fact, making plans to hand over the reins 
to his youngest son, Kim Jong Un. And, according to at least one 
published report, the Dear Leader’s youngest son is a fan of the 
NBA. Michael Jordan and the Chicago Bulls once played exhibi-
tion games in Paris in the fall of 1997—at the same time that the 
Dear Leader’s son was secretly attending a private boarding school 
in Switzerland near the North Korean embassy. There is only one 
published picture of the youngest son—and possible successor—
in North Korea that has ever been published or circulated any-
where in the world.

q11—is jaPan, in Fact, mOving aWay FrOm its POsitiOn as  
the uniteD states’ mOst trusteD ally in asia, vastly cOmPli-
cating strategic u.s. military interests in the regiOn?
A. There are clearly concerns in the U.S. that the new government 

in Japan has decided it may be in its self-interest to distance itself 
from the U.S. on certain strategic matters. This possibility pres-
ents extraordinary difficulties for the U.S. in Asia and has led to 
a series of increasingly confrontational discussions and meetings 
between U.S. and Japanese officials—including a reported ten-
minute showdown in Washington between the leaders of both 
countries that was so direct and confrontational that the Japanese 
diplomatic corps chose not to publish a transcript of the meeting. 
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U.S. and Asian officials have speculated that Japan may be con-
sidering a significant policy shift away from the United States and 
toward a more independent foreign policy.

q12—is a lasting Peace With nOrth KOrea a realistic  
POssibility, Or simPly WishFul thinKing?
A. The Korean War resulted in a truce—but not peace—between the 

United States and North Korea. The truth is that the outline of a 
meaningful peace accord between the two countries has been in 
place for some time. What has been missing is the political will 
of leaders in both countries to finally reach an accord that would 
formally end the conflict and allow the United States to remove its 
military forces from the DMZ and the region. At various times, 
North Korea has offered to make the Korean Peninsula nuclear-
free through dialogue and negotiations, in return for an infusion 
of capital and economic help and a permanent end to the U.S. 
military presence in the region. It is nearly impossible to assess 
whether North Korea’s stated intention of wanting to ease tensions 
with Washington is real, however, due to North Korea’s paranoid 
leadership and closed military society.

q13—cOulD nOrth KOrea’s taePODOng-2 intercOn- 
tinental ballistic missile actually reach haWaii  
Or Other u.s. territOries?
A. No, it can’t. Most military analysts dismiss the possibility that 

the Taepodong-2 could ever make the four-thousand-mile jour-
ney to Hawaii and remain intact. And it is simply inconceivable 
to think that any ICBM from North Korea could ever make it to 
a major American city, much less deliver a nuclear warhead there 
on impact. North Korea regularly threatens “all-out war” against 
the U.S., but there is almost no possibility that such an ICBM 
could ever do any significant damage to any U.S. territory. Still, 
the remote possibility does exist that North Korea could someday 
launch an ICBM in the general direction of Hawaii as a “shot across 
the bow,” which has prompted the U.S. military to put defensive 
anti-missile systems in place in the Pacific.
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q14—are the KAng nAm nOrth KOrean cargO vessels real? 
are they Delivering nuclear Parts anD materials  tO iran 
anD rOgue natiOns in the WOrlD?
A. Yes, the Kang Nam cargo ships are real. And, yes, they are likely 

smuggling illicit nuclear materials through international waters 
to rogue nations—an effort that is now clearly banned by a new 
United Nations anti-proliferation resolution. American ships have 
tracked Kang Nam cargo vessels on several occasions, but none 
has ever triggered the U.N. resolution and requested to board and 
inspect the cargo. If the American Navy ever did make such a 
request, the North Korean government has said it would consider 
such a request an act of war.

q15—has hamas actually acquireD anD testeD a rOcKet 
caPable OF launching FrOm gaza anD reaching majOr  
cities in israel?
A. Yes, Hamas probably acquired and test-fired such a rocket. Israel’s 

military intelligence chief said publicly in late 2009 that Hamas 
test-fired a rocket that flew 37 miles into the sea. A rocket with that 
range could launch from Gaza and reach Tel Aviv, according to 
published reports. A spokesman for Hamas denied the test, claim-
ing that it was nothing more than a pretense for Israeli military 
operations in Gaza. But it seems clear from naval interdictions—
some of which have been reported to the United Nations—and 
smuggling activities that Hamas has acquired the ability to deploy 
these types of rockets in Gaza. With greater cooperation between 
Hamas in Gaza and Hezbollah in southern Lebanon, it seems 
likely that rockets with this range are now deployed both north 
and southwest of Israel.

q16—has hezbOllah DePlOyeD as many as FOrty thOusanD 
rOcKets in sOuthern lebanOn caPable OF reaching majOr 
POPulatiOn centers in israel?
A. Yes, almost certainly. In late 2009, for instance, the Israeli navy 

captured a ship bound for Hezbollah through Syria. Israel told 
the United Nations that this was the fifth time in 2009 alone that 
it had captured ships containing weapons originated in Iran and 
bound either for Hezbollah or other Iranian proxies. Journalists 
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were invited to view the contents of the captured ship once it was 
towed to a port in Israel. Its contents were spread out and dis-
played on shore. Journalists who viewed the ship’s contents on 
shore reported that, in this one ship alone, Israel discovered three 
thousand rockets bound for Hezbollah and southern Lebanon. 
Credible, published reports indicate that Hezbollah may have 
stockpiled as many as forty thousand rockets in various parts of 
Lebanon and the mountains overlooking northern Israel, waiting 
for a day and a time to launch them at population centers in Israel. 
Without a doubt, it is one of the most serious threats confronting 
Israel’s national security in a generation.

q17—is the sleePy Fishing village OF jasK really a naval 
OutPOst FOr iran in the strait OF hOrmuz?
A. Not yet. But as I was writing PEACE and speculating about the 

possibility that Iran’s military leaders would station covert naval 
operations at Jask—and stage asymmetrical attacks against the 5th 
Fleet from there—The New York Times reported that American 
military authorities were, in fact, worried that Iran might position 
some of its naval assets at Jask. And Iran has likely concealed some 
of its anti-ship cruise missiles at various locations in the moun-
tains that overlook Jask.

q18—is “asymmetrical WarFare” a real threat tO the 
american 5th Fleet in the strait OF hOrmuz? has iran 
acquireD enOugh submarines anD Fast sPeeDbOats tO 
taKe Part in such an attacK? is the uss AbrAhAm LincoLn 
vulnerable? 
A. While the 5th Fleet—with the Nimitz-class supercarrier, the USS 

Abraham Lincoln—is the most formidable naval presence in the 
world, war games have, in fact, revealed that a swarming, asym-
metrical attack could do significant damage. The New York Times 
reported in 2009 that a war-game scenario in 2002 showed that a 
swarming, asymmetrical attack in the Persian Gulf could actually 
defeat the U.S. Navy. Whether Iran could mount such an asym-
metrical attack is difficult to assess, but the threat is real and cred-
ible. The American Navy has plenty of assets in place to counter 
such an asymmetrical attack, but a concerted effort on Iran’s part 
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to build or acquire dozens of small, attacking craft could form a 
credible threat, most analysts believe.

q19—is the anti-shiP cruise missile, the sunburn, real anD 
Part OF iran’s arsenal?
A. It is real and most likely now part of Iran’s arsenal. Some have 

speculated that it is the one single weapon that could defeat Amer-
ican forces in the Gulf and the Strait of Hormuz. According to 
published reports, the American Navy was struggling to develop 
defenses against the Russian-made SS-N-22 Sunburn as recently 
as a few years ago. Some have called the Sunburn the most lethal 
missile in the world. It can, in fact, deliver a two-hundred-kiloton 
nuclear payload, hit speeds of Mach 3, remain close to the ground 
(or sea), and throw in extreme maneuvers to elude defense systems. 
U.S. ship defenses can track and shoot down Sunburns, but only 
if they see them in time. Some military analysts have speculated 
that, with enough Sunburns in the arsenal fired in a coordinated 
fashion, they could overwhelm even the most sophisticated anti-
missile systems. What is not known is the extent of anti-missile 
systems developed and deployed in recent years to combat the 
Sunburn. I wrote in PEACE that it is possible to knock out the 
guidance systems in Sunburns while in flight, but this is just an 
educated guess on my part. PEACE, after all, is just fiction.

q20—has israel’s navy, in Fact, saileD thrOugh the suez 
canal tO PrePare FOr a POssible attacK On iran?
A. Yes, it has. According to published reports, at least two Israeli mis-

sile-class warships have sailed through the Suez Canal. Israeli Dol-
phin submarines have also sailed through the Suez and deployed 
to the Red Sea, clearly showing that it has the ability to put a naval 
strike force within range of Iran on short notice. Israel has clearly 
strengthened military and diplomatic ties with Egypt in recent 
years, largely as a response to Iran’s nuclear ambitions.

q21—is there really a 1540 cOmmittee at the uniteD natiOns?
A. Yes, there is. It’s based on UN Security Council Resolution 1540 

adopted in 2004. It is designed to support efforts to keep “non-state 
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actors” (terrorist groups) from acquiring nuclear, chemical, or 
biological weapons. The 1540 Committee regularly meets to help 
establish domestic controls to prevent proliferation of materials 
and technology.

q22—is it really POssible tO DevelOP a WOrlDWiDe text-
message netWOrK With Databases, meDia, anD messaging 
that WOrKs even in rePressive, tOtalitarian cOuntries?
A. Yes, absolutely. While totalitarian governments and dictators have 

been able to successfully block Internet, satellite, television, and 
radio communications, the advent of ubiquitous cell phone use 
worldwide has forever changed the global media landscape. One-
to-many text message capability has created the opportunity for 
media to emerge even from paranoid, repressive countries like 
North Korea. The concept of the mVillage, which has such a dra-
matic impact in PEACE, is based on this very technology.

q23—cOulD iran’s shahab-3 missile reach israel With  
a nuclear PaylOaD?
A. It’s possible, though not very likely right now. The Shahab-3 tech-

nically has a range of two thousand kilometers, putting it within 
range of Israel. But whether it could reach Israel is debatable. And 
the likelihood of its reaching Israel with a nuclear payload, right 
now, is nil. Tests of the Shahab-3 in Iran clearly show that it can 
be fired from a mobile launch pad. But whether it could make the 
trip, intact, to Israel is questionable. Expert opinions on the capa-
bility of the Shahab-3 vary wildly. Some call it a glorified Scud 
missile, which is notoriously erratic and crude. Others maintain 
that North Korean military planners have helped Iran stabilize 
the missile. But most agree that Iran is probably years away from 
the ability to attach a nuclear weapon to a stable Shahab-3 missile 
capable of reaching Israel.

q24—are there, in Fact, clerics in iran WhO WOulD liKe  
tO see Peace With the u.s. anD israel?
A. Yes, there are such clerics. Ayatollah Emami-Kashani, for instance, 

delivered a sermon in 2008 in which he clearly said that Iran was 
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not a threat to either Israel or the United States, and that it was 
willing to hold talks. “We do not wish to go to war with Israel,” he 
was reported to have said. Others have echoed this sentiment—
that Iran has no wish to directly attack Israel but will respond if 
provoked.

q25—is “FrOm Dan tO beersheba” a realistic Peace OPtiOn 
in israel?
A. The phrase “from Dan to Beersheba” appears numerous times in 

the Bible. It represents the area traditionally settled by Jews in 
ancient Palestine. Some would argue that this represents the most 
logical homeland for Israel and could create an opportunity for a 
free Arab state to the south of Beersheba. The radical peace plan 
proposed by the White House in the novel is based on this concept 
and the outlines of the original 1947 partition plan at the United 
Nations after the Second World War.
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