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to act, rarely does action occur. It is also important that 
we learn as we go. Cross-cultural work, whether in the 
United States or Iran, is filled with inevitable mistakes. 
We should be prepared to make mistakes and remain 
humble as we go into all the world. Part of learning is 
understanding the cultural differences and striving to 
contextualize our methods from people to people. The 
pressure point of the unengaged and unreached in our 
world today will continue to shape the church in the 
way she does missions and her future membership. Of 
course this should not surprise us, for we have already 
been told of the multiethnic congregation in heaven 
(Rev. 7:9). And while “every nation” is represented at 
the great wedding feast, there are nations that have 
yet to receive the wedding invitation. What a wonderful 
opportunity to be a part of seeing John’s great vision 
come to pass as we invite them to the table!

Questions to Consider

1. What are you and your church doing to engage the 
unengaged and reach the unreached peoples of the 
world?

2. Was it a surprise to you that so many unreached people 
groups are now living in Western nations? If they are 
reached with the gospel, what is the potential for king-
dom advancement if they carry this hope to their loved 
ones back in their countries of birth?

3. Are you looking around your neighborhood for possible 
unreached people groups? If not, why not? If so, who is 
living there and how will you begin to lead your church 
to reach out to them?

4. Are you and your church ready to engage in E-2 and E-3 
labors across the street and across the world? If you are 
already involved in such efforts, what are you learning 
from your labors that have worked well and those that 
have not worked so well? What do you need to share 

unreached People 
Groups

The Bread of Life is simply not available to 

hundreds and hundreds of millions of people.

—DaviD a. Fraser
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 Pressure Points

with others based on your experiences? What do you 
need to learn from others? What will you do today to 
start this learning process?

5. How do you feel knowing that your church could be 
directly responsible for seeing certain nations—fore-
seen by John in Revelation—in heaven? 



 to raise up pastors from those churches.

A return to a Pauline approach to missionary labors is 
necessary but difficult since the church in the West now 
reads Acts and Paul’s letters as if they were addressed 
to churches in contexts like ours. A fresh perspective is 
necessary when returning to the biblical text, one that 
recognizes Luke recorded the acts of apostolic bands 
and Paul wrote as a church planter to recently planted 
congregations.

Questions to Consider

1. Do you consider the West a post-Christian mission field? 
Unlike a field that has yet to receive the gospel, what do 
you think missions look like in a post-Christian area?

2. Is your church primarily engaged in E-0, E-1, E-2, or 
E-3 endeavors? Why? Is your work sufficient for the 
community? If not, what needs to change?

3. If your church is not regularly sending apostolic teams 
to plant churches, what needs to change so that this bib-
lical practice may occur?

the West  
as a Mission Field

The West is, once again, a vast mission field.

—GeorGe G. hunter iii
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 Were you surprised to learn that even in the United 
States there are states and urban contexts with such 
low numbers of evangelicals? How can you share this 
information with your church so that it may lead to 
the sending of apostolic teams to those areas as church 
planters?
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* * *

The most rapid church growth today is occurring in the 
Majority World. The largest numbers of Christ follow-
ers live outside of the Western countries. Many Majority 
World churches are now sending missionaries across the 
globe, including to Western countries. While the growth 
of the Majority World church is a good thing for the body 
of Christ, such rapid growth comes with challenges. 
The need for healthy biblical teaching and leadership 
development is a common cry from such church leaders. 
Also churches in the West, with their large amounts of 
material resources, education, and skilled leaders, need 
to consider how they can partner with such Majority 
World Christians for the advancement of the gospel. 
Issues such as pride, racism, competition, and paternal-
ism are among some of the challenges that will interfere 
with healthy partnerships.

Questions to Consider

1. Is it a surprise to you that there are so many Christians 
among the nations today? If so, why? If you have not 
heard of the growth of the church in the Majority World 
until now, why do you think such is the case?

2. Are you and your church ready to cast the vision before 
Majority World Christians living in your community to 
work with you to make disciples and plant churches? 
Will you help equip such believers for this great task?

3. What do you anticipate will be the greatest challenges 
to your church as you attempt to work with churches in 
the Majority World?

4. What are the greatest strengths that your church has to 
assist churches in the Majority World for the advance-
ment of the gospel?

5. What can you and your church learn from Majority 
World believers?

Growth of the Majority 
World Church

It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when 

sown on the ground, is the smallest of all the 

seeds on earth, yet when it is sown it grows up 

and becomes larger than all the garden plants and 

puts out large branches, so that the birds of the 

air can make nests in its shade.

—Mark 4:31–32
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 Pluralism and the Plurality of Faiths 57

and that we should study Islam so as to better under-
stand the Egyptians, the true realities of life and culture 
are only understood as we serve a particular people in a 
particular area. Imagine if someone from another faith 
trained in Christianity came to the United States to 
share his or her views with us. While that person may be 
able to gain an understanding of some core issues, should 
he study Catholicism, Protestantism, or the Orthodox 
tradition? Let’s say he examines Protestantism. Should 
he then focus on the Baptist tradition, Presbyterianism, 
Pentecostalism, Methodism, the Moravians, Disciples of 
Christ, Nazarenes, or Lutherans? Recognizing the global 
numbers provides the scope of the pressure point, but 
understanding the peoples is key to reaching their hearts.

Questions to Consider

1. Have you encountered the views of pluralism and inclu-
sivism? Can you describe how those perspectives were 
communicated? Were they held by those within the 
church or outside of the church?

2. Do you agree or disagree that pluralistic and inclusivis-
tic views hinder the advancement of the good news that 
Jesus provides salvation to those who repent and place 
their faith in Him? Why?

3. How do you think the growth of Islam, particularly in 
the West, will influence society at large? How do you 
think it will practically affect gospel advancement 
across the world?

4. How do you think the growth of the “Nones,” particu-
larly in the West, will influence society at large? How do 
you think their number will affect gospel advancement 
across the world?

5. What practical steps do you and your church need to 
take to better understand the people living around you 
beyond the fact that your area may contain a large num-
ber of Muslims, Christians, Mormons, or Hindus?

Pluralism and the 
Plurality of Faiths

I am the way. . . . No one comes  

to the Father except through me.

—John 14:6
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The movement of the nations of the world is a very 
complex matter. It not only has a long history, but also 
many implications on the mission of the church. While 
the peoples of the earth migrate for a variety of reasons, 
the sovereign Lord is behind such movements as a part 
of the outworking of His story of redemption and resto-
ration of all things. The nations of the world live among 
us. Will we respond appropriately to this pressure point 
of our day?

Questions to Consider

1. How can you best communicate to your church the 
global realities of the peoples on the move?

2. What challenges and opportunities does this pressure 
point pose for your church?

3. Who are the unreached people groups living in your 
area? What are their countries of birth? How did they 
get to your neighborhood? Are there any churches reach-
ing out to them?

4. What are some practical ways that you can reach out 
to the foreign-born, including students and refugees, 
living in your area? How will you connect with them, 
serve them, share the gospel, teach them obedience, 
equip them, and partner with them to reach their peo-
ple group and others?

international Migration
And he made from one man every nation  

of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, 

having determined allotted periods and the 

boundaries of their dwelling place.

—acts 17:26
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any of the other sticks in the pile. It takes a very steady 
hand and much patience. The movement of any given 
stick, because it is resting on a multitude of other sticks, 
is likely to set off a chain reaction of movement, thus 
ending the player’s turn.

The influence of globalization has created a world of 
pick-up sticks. What happens in one context often influ-
ences another context in the world. While globalization 
has helped facilitate increases in ungodliness, the inter-
connected world in which we now live has incredible 
opportunities for global disciple making, unlike those 
known to any previous generation.

We live in a flat world, one where the distant is near 
and the exotic is familiar. Unless present global infra-
structures disintegrate, it is likely that the world will 
continue to shrink in the days to come. Technological, 
economic, and travel advancements will accelerate 
the pulling together of the continents into a virtual 
and practical Pangaea. Widespread contextual shifts 
demand that the church make wise adjustments to her 
missionary strategy in making disciples of all nations. 
While the truth of the never-changing gospel that was 
once for all delivered to the saints remains (Jude 3), 
wise stewardship involves methodological adjustment 
with the ever-changing contexts.

Questions to Consider

1. How have you and your church benefited from global-
ization? Has globalization impacted you in a negative 
way? If so, how?

2. What are some of the practices mentioned above that 
your church could use to make disciples of all nations?

3. Can you think of additional practices not mentioned in 
this chapter that the church should consider in light of 
this pressure point? What are they?

Globalization
It’s a small, small world.

—richarD M. sherMan  
anD robert b. sherMan
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cultures of the peoples. Such work is known as contextu-
alization, and it is the means of faithfully preaching the 
gospel, teaching new believers, seeing churches birthed, 
and multiplying churches among the poor of the world.

In the twentieth century Donald McGavran, mis-
sionary to India, observed a phenomenon among an 
impoverished people who embraced the gospel message. 
McGavran noted that as lives were transformed by the 
kingdom ethic of Christ, men would stop spending their 
money on alcoholic beverages and would use it for food 
and clothes. Rather than being slothful on the job, they 
would recognize that even their workday was to be unto 
the Lord. Over time, as people began to mature in Christ, 
McGavran commented that an upward social mobility 
occurred. He described this pattern as “redemption and 
lift.”6

While life in the kingdom is not about a prosperity gos-
pel, it is about a gospel that transforms the entire per-
son and society. Whenever the kingdom ethic guides the 
lifestyles of the people in a tribe, village, or city, social 
changes begin to occur. Sometimes such changes result 
in many improving in their qualities of life. Of course, 
such is not always the case when Christians remain a 
small minority, so we should not make it a litmus test 
for faithfulness among believers. Many faithful follow-
ers of Jesus have lived in very poor conditions for years. 
We also should never use this transformation potential 
as an excuse to not assist those in desperate physical 
need. The love of Christ moves us to action—with assis-
tance in our hands and the gospel on our tongues.

Questions for Consideration

1. What are the similarities and the differences between 
poverty in a country such as the United States and that 
of Ethiopia?

Pressure Points

2. What are some cautions that you and your church need 
to keep in mind when it comes to making disciples of 
all nations while working among impoverished people? 
What are some social issues that could arise and side-
track the mission of the church?

3. How could you and your church free up some financial 
resources to help advance the gospel and plant churches 
in areas of great physical need?

Poverty
Remember the poor.

—Galatians 2:10
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living in the urban areas, California was the most urban 
state. The states with the largest urban populations 
were California, Texas, and Florida.17

As kingdom citizens, we must never neglect the rural 
areas, yet as wise stewards in the body of Christ we must 
recognize that we live in an urban world. The metro area 
is a different beast than the rural context. Churches, 
denominations, associations, mission agencies, and net-
works would be wise to emphasize gospel dissemination 
and church multiplication across the cities of this coun-
try and throughout the world. The cities are the loca-
tions of the highest number of people and are the centers 
of education, business, law, politics, art, science, tech-
nology, innovation, and medicine. If the gospel saturates 
the cities of the world, these realms of influence will be 
transformed as well. The urban contexts are too diverse, 
too large, too global, and too significant for the church to 
attempt to engage the masses with strategies and meth-
ods that are difficult to contextualize and reproduce 
among the people. While the pressure point of the city 
is a great challenge to the church and her mission, she 
must not be intimidated by the size, diversity, physical 
needs, or wickedness found there. The Lord who wept 
for the city of Jerusalem (Luke 19:41) also died for the 
nations of the cities. He is not intimidated by the city, so 
neither should we be. Everything may have begun in a 
garden, but it will all end in a city (Rev. 21:2).

Questions to Consider

1. Does the city intimidate you? If so, why? What should 
you do to overcome any fear hindering your church from 
serving the peoples of the cities?

2. Can you think of any urban challenges not mentioned 
in this chapter that are hindrances to gospel advance-
ment? What are some practical responses to our mission 
in light of such issues? 111

3. Did you grow up in an urban or a rural context? Based 
on where you grew up, what are the strengths you 
would bring to serving in the urban contexts? What are 
the limitations you would bring to serving in the urban 
contexts?

Growth of the Cities
If current projections are anything to 

go by, virtually the whole of the world’s 

demographic growth over the next 30 years 

will be concentrated in urban areas.

—un huMan settleMents proGraMMe
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how they are to be involved in making disciples of all 
nations long before they become adults. Such teaching 
will assist them in being wise stewards with the oppor-
tunities available to them as they move into the mar-
ketplace as teachers, mechanics, engineers, biologists, 
plumbers, and salesmen.

Questions to Consider

1. What level of priority does your church give to making 
disciples of children? Among those who come to faith, is 
there a culture that embraces and encourages them for 
life in the kingdom?

2. Does your church work diligently at equipping parents 
to shepherd their children wisely? What about helping 
children grow in their faith in Christ?

3. What do you think the future implications are for mis-
sionary teams serving in countries where the present 
populations are comprised of large percentages of chil-
dren and youth?

4. Are there ministries that relate primarily to the pres-
sure point of children and youth? What are they, and 
how will you lead your church to embrace them?

Children and Youth
But Jesus said, “Let the little children 

come to me and do not hinder them, for to 

such belongs the kingdom of heaven.”

—Matthew 19:14
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Pressure Points

provide temporary relief to people about to experience 
eternal suffering! We offer the cup of water, even if they 
do not want to follow Jesus. We provide bread, even if 
they refuse the good news. If we believe the Bible and 
fill the belly but never give them a chance to have their 
hearts filled, then we are among the cruelest people in 
the world.

Questions to Consider

1. What are some of the health care needs in your commu-
nity?

2. How can you and your church be involved in caring for 
those with physical needs as you share the gospel? Even 
if your church does not have any physicians, nurses, 
dentists, or other traditional health care employees, 
what resources do you have that may serve those in 
need?

3. As your church sends missionaries into other contexts 
where there are great physical needs, how is your 
church equipping them for life and mission in light of 
the pressure point of health care?

4. How will you and your church stay focused on making 
disciples of all nations in light of the great physical 
needs that you will encounter as you go?

Health Care
But a Samaritan . . . when he saw him,  

he had compassion.

—luke 10:33
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learners. Faithful kingdom service requires we meet 
such people where they are rather than expecting them 
to meet us where we are. If our Lord incarnated Him-
self among us (John 1:14; Gal. 4:4) and calls us to follow 
Him into the world, then we must also leave our comfort 
zones as we share His story with others so that their 
story may intersect with His.

Questions to Consider

1. Prior to reading this chapter, had you ever heard of oral 
learners or Bible storying? If so, what was the context 
where you encountered such thoughts?

2. What can you and your church do now to better pre-
pare yourselves for making disciples and multiplying 
churches among oral learners?

3. While the Bible consists of many stories that can easily 
be told, the Epistles are not in a story format. How could 
you teach an oral learner the truths of the Epistles?

4. Do you see any possible dangers when it comes to using 
stories, poems, and music to evangelize and teach oth-
ers the truths of the Bible? If so, what are they, and how 
can they be avoided?

oral Learners
Faith comes from hearing.

—roMans 10:17
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Questions to Consider

1. Do you think that the pornification of societies is a pres-
sure point on the church today? If so, why? If not, why 
not?

2. Do you struggle with pornography? If so, what are you 
actively doing to avoid it and rest in the grace of Christ 
in your life?

3. How can your church be proactive when it comes to 
addressing the problem of pornography today?

4. What can your church do to assist men and women with 
the struggles they may have with sexual sins?

Pornification of societies
Flee from sexual immorality.

—1 corinthians 6:18
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Least Evangelical US States, 20109

State Evangelical Percentage

Utah 2.3

Rhode Island 2.5

Massachusetts 3.4

New Hampshire 3.6

Vermont 3.6

New Jersey 4.3

Connecticut 4.4

Maine 4.5

New York 4.5

Delaware 7.2

From 35,000 to 15,000 Feet

Whenever you fly over a small town at thirty-five thou-
sand feet, you get a radically different perspective than 
when walking the streets of that town. At such an alti-
tude you are able to see the border of the town. You are 
able to distinguish the industrial park, the downtown 
core, suburban subdivisions, and baseball and foot-
ball fields. However, you are unable to locate the local 
grocery store, McDonald’s, or sporting goods shop. To 
discern such details, you must lower the altitude and 
land the plane.

Nationwide numbers showing religious adherents 
provide us with the thirty-five-thousand-feet perspec-
tive. If we lower the plane and then observe the num-
bers at that height, we quickly realize that the 26 
percent evangelical count in the United States is not 
common across the country. Though statewide levels do 
provide us a more detailed picture, consider the follow-
ing table that shows the least-reached urban contexts in 
the United States.
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 The West as a Mission Field  

Urban Contexts in the United States under 5 Percent Evangelical10

METRO AREA Evangelical Totals
Percent of 

Evangelicals

Provo-Orem, UT   2,540 0.5

Logan, UT-ID   1,746 1

St. George, UT   2,345 2

Pittsfield, MA   2,817 2

Kingston, NY   4,104 2

Barnstable Town, MA   5,281 3

Salt Lake City, UT  29,498 3

Providence-New Bedford-Fall 
River, RI-MA

 45,007 3

Boston-Cambridge-Quincy, MA-NH 146,838 3

Norwich-New London, CT   9,320 3

Ogden-Clearfield, UT  18,689 3

Glens Falls, NY   4,502 4

Utica-Rome, NY  10,580 4

Springfield, MA  24,645 4

New Haven-Milford, CT  33,484 4

Portland-South Portland-
Biddeford, ME

 20,227 4

New York-Northern New Jersey-
Long Island, NY-NJ-PA

 750,407 4

Poughkeepsie-Newburgh-
Middletown, NY

 27,236 4

A 2012 study confirmed that the United States is no 
longer a Protestant-majority country. Adherents have 
dropped just below the 50 percent mark for the first 
time. Coupled with this shift in Protestant numbers 
is the rise of Americans stating they have no religious 
affiliation. Presently, 20 percent of all US adults (thirty- 



 Growth of the Majority World Church 

 Select Countries with Evangelical Percentages10

Country Evangelical Percentage

Kenya 49%

Uganda 37%

Central African Republic 32%

El Salvador 32%

Zimbabwe 31%

Nigeria 31%

Nicaragua 30%

Burundi 27%

Forgetting About the Mustard Seed

I do not believe that the majority of the churches in the 
Western world realize what the Lord has been doing 
across the globe. I grew up in a missions-minded denom-
ination. Missions education was prevalent, even in our 
churches that were doing very little when it came to mis-
sions. However, I was long into my adult years before 
I heard people talking about the growth of the gospel 
in the Majority World, and such discussions were not 



Select Missionary-Sending Countries11

Country Missionaries

India 82,950

China, PRC 20,000

Nigeria 6,644

Philippines 4,500

Indonesia 3,000

Ghana 2,000

Ukraine 1,599

Mexico 794

Bangladesh 500

Thailand 468

Malaysia 380

Argentina 350

Japan 300

Romania 130
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the geographical origins of the religion. For example, 
Baha’i has origins in Iran, but the largest concentra-
tions of its five to seven million adherents are in India 
and the United States.5 Though Islam began in Saudi 
Arabia, Indonesia is the country with the largest num-
ber of Muslims.

The table below shows where the largest popula-
tions of folk religionists, Hindus, Buddhists, and prac-
titioners of other religions are located in the world. 
Folk religionists adhere to faith systems often unique 
to a particular people or tribe such as that of Native 
Americans, Aborigines, or Chinese Folk Religions. The 
category of other religions includes many of the world’s 
smaller religions such as Shintoism, Taoism, Zoroastri-
anism, Jainism, Sikism, Wicca, and Baha’i to name a 
few. Because the numbers of Muslims and those sub-
scribing to no religion at all have been growing, I have 
decided to address these categories separately in this 
chapter.

10 Largest Concentrations of Select Religious Traditions as of 20104

Folk Religionists Hindus  

 Buddhists Jews Others

Country Pop. Country Pop.

Country Pop. Country Pop. Country Pop.

China 294,320,000 India 973,750,000

China 244,130,000 United States 5,690,000 India 27,560,000

Vietnam  39,750,000 Nepal 24,170,000

Thailand 64,420,000 Israel 5,610,000 China 9,080,000

Taiwan 10,260,000 Bangladesh 13,520,000

Japan 45,820,000 Canada 350,000 Japan 5,890,000

India 5,840,000 Indonesia 4,050,000

Burma 

(Myanmar)

38,410,000 France 310,000 Taiwan 3,760,000

Brazil 5,540,000 Pakistan 3,330,000

South Sudan 3,270,000 Sri Lanka 2,830,000

Sri Lanka 14,450,000 United Kingdom 280,000 North Korea 3,130,000

North Korea 3,010,000 United States 1,790,000

Vietnam 14,380,000 Germany 230,000 United States 1,900,000

Burma (Myanmar) 2,760,000 Malaysia 1,720,000

Cambodia 13,690,000 Russia 230,000 Cameroon 530,000

Burkina Faso 2,530,000 Burma (Myanmar) 820,000

South Korea 11,050,000 Argentina 200,000 Kenya 500,000

Nigeria 2,290,000 United Kingdom 800,000

India 9,250,000 Australia 110,000 United Kingdom 500,000

Malaysia 5,010,000 Brazil 110,000 Singapore 490,000

World Total World Total

World Total World Total World Total

405,120,000 1,033,080,000

487,540,000 13,850,000 58,110,000
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Countries with the Largest Muslim Populations 2010, 20307

Country
2010 Pop. 
(millions) Country

Est. 2030 
Pop. (millions)

Indonesia 205 Pakistan 256

Pakistan 178 Indonesia 239

India 177 India 236

Bangladesh 149 Bangladesh 188

Egypt 80 Nigeria 117

Nigeria 76 Egypt 105

Iran 75 Iran 90

Turkey 75 Turkey 89

Algeria 35 Afghanistan 51

Morocco 32 Iraq 48

Births and migration will continue to fuel the growth. 
By 2030 it is expected that the United States will be 
home to over 6 million Muslims (2.6 million in 2010), 
a number more than any European country other than 
Russia and France. During this same time, the number 
is expected to triple in Canada to almost 2.7 million. 
The European population is projected to increase by 
one-third in the next two decades, bringing the number 
to over 58 million Muslims. The following table shows 
a comparison of the present Muslim portion with the 
estimated number in 2030, in selected countries and 
regions.



Pressure Points

2010, 2030 Comparison of Muslim Proportions by Selected 
Countries and Regions8

Country/Region Percent of pop. 2010 Percent of pop. 2030

Austria  5.7  9.3

Belgium  6 10.2

Canada  2.8  6.6

France  7.5 10.3

Israel 17.7 23.2

Sweden  4.9  9.9

United Kingdom  4.6  8.2

United States  0.8  1.7

Asia-Pacific 24.8 27.3

Sub-Saharan 
Africa

29.6 31

Europe  6  8

Patrick Johnstone, in his excellent book The Future 
of the Global Church: History, Trends, and Possibilities, 
notes that reports continue to flow from countries across 
the world of the spread of the gospel among Muslims. 
During the middle of the twentieth century, the church 
began seeing more and more Muslims coming to faith in 
Jesus. Persecution is often present for believers in coun-
tries such as Indonesia, Nigeria, Bangladesh, Algeria, 
Kazakhstan, and Sudan. And countries such as Iran and 
Saudi Arabia have an official death penalty for apostasy. 
Regardless, the Holy Spirit has been doing some amaz-
ing work in some of the most challenging locations and 
peoples in the world. Due to the sensitivity of the work, 
reports are sometimes difficult to obtain, but Johnstone 
notes that the following conservative 2005 estimates 
offer us an exciting glimpse of the advancement of the 
gospel among Muslim background peoples.



 Pluralism and the Plurality of Faiths 

Global Estimates of Muslim Background Believers, 20059

Country
Est. Muslim Background 

Believers, 2005

Indonesia 6,000,000

Nigeria 500,000

Iran 500,000

Ethiopia 400,000

United States 300,000

Burkina Faso 200,000

Tanzania 150,000

Bangladesh 130,000

Algeria 100,000

Cameroon 80,000

Kenya 70,000

Ghana 50,000

Saudi Arabia 50,000

Benin 40,000

Bulgaria 40,000

Canada 40,000

Uganda 30,000

Kazakhstan 25,000

Sudan 25,000

United Kingdom 20,000

World Total 8,970,000

The “Nones”

The pressure of plurality raises the number of people 
who do not adhere to any official world religion. One 
in every five adults in the United States is in the cate-
gory of the religiously unaffiliated, including one-third 
of all adults under the age of thirty. The Nones include 
thirteen million declared atheists and agnostics as well 
as thirty-three million with no religious affiliation. It 
should be noted that religious practices such as prayer 
and religious beliefs in the supernatural do exist among 
those who subscribe to no affiliation.10



 

Countries with the Largest Number of Religiously Unaffiliated11

Country Estimated Population

China 700,680,000

Japan 72,120,000

United States 50,980,000

Vietnam 26,040,000

Russia 23,180,000

South Korea 22,350,000

Germany 20,350,000

France 17,580,000

North Korea 17,350,000

Brazil 15,410,000

Total Found in All Countries 1,126,500,000

Contextualization Matters

The pressure point of pluralism and the plurality of faiths 
across the world reveals the necessity for the church to 
understand her context as she takes the love of Jesus 
to the nations. Understanding a people geographically, 
demographically, culturally, spiritually, politically, his-
torically, and linguistically helps us to understand how 
best to communicate the gospel, make disciples, plant 
churches, teach obedience, and raise up leadership for 
those churches. The numbers listed in this chapter only 
provide a glimpse of what is occurring across the world. 
The best way to understand the people whom you are 
called to serve is to get to know them. While it is help-
ful to know that eighty million Muslims reside in Egypt 



 International Migration 

Countries with the Highest Numbers of International Migrants, 2010.10

Country

Estimated number of 
international immigrants at 

mid-year, 2010
As Percentage  
of Global Total

United States 42,813,281 20

Russian Federation 12,270,388  5.7

Germany 10,758,061  5

Saudi Arabia 7,288,900  3.4

Canada 7,202,340  3.4

France 6,684,842  3.1

United Kingdom 6,451,711  3

Spain 6,377,524  3

India 5,436,012  2.5

Ukraine 5,257,527  2.5

Here is a quick glimpse of some of the present reali-
ties of this pressure point:

• 



 International Migration 

Select Places of Origin of International Students in US, 2011–201215

Country 2011–12 Academic Year

China 194,000

India 100,000

South Korea 72,000

Saudi Arabia 34,000

Taiwan 23,000

Japan 20,000

Vietnam 15,500

Turkey 12,000

Nepal 9,600

Hong Kong 8,000

Thailand 7,600

Indonesia 7,100

Nigeria 7,000

Iran 7,000

Malaysia 6,700

Of course, the United States is not the only West-
ern location for such students. England is no stranger 
to the strangers from across the world. Take Sheffield, 
for example. Here is a city with students from many 
different countries, including China, Malaysia, India, 
Cyprus, Nigeria, Sri Lanka, Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, 
Libya, and Taiwan. Across the English Channel, France 
welcomes students from across the world. During the 
2011–2012 academic year, Morocco, China, Algeria, 
Tunisia, Senegal, Germany, Italy, Cameroon, Vietnam, 



Places of Origin of International Students in Australia, 2011 
Secondary and Non-secondary School Enrollments17

Country
Enrollments of secondary and 
non-secondary school in 2011

China 160,000

India 73,000

Republic of Korea 30,000

Vietnam 24,000

Malaysia 23,000

Thailand 22,000

Indonesia 18,000

Nepal 18,000

Brazil 15,000

Saudi Arabia 12,000

Throughout history, the Spirit has often worked in 
powerful ways among student populations to bring 
about awakenings and great missionary movements. 
Could the Divine Maestro be bringing the nations to the 
West where the gospel is prevalent that He may birth 
a movement among some of the unreached and unen-
gaged as those students return home?

Refugees

As I write this portion of this chapter, it is only a few 
days before Christmas, and while many of us will have 
the delight of taking time to remember the birth of the 
Prince of Peace, others are fleeing for their lives. Just 
before writing this section, I checked the headlines for 
matters related to refugees and encountered news such 
as a call for hygiene items for Syrian refugees fleeing into 



 Pressure Points

Global Undernourishment by Region, 2010–20123

Region
Undernourished in Millions, 

2010–2012

Developed Regions 16

Southern Asia 304

Sub-Saharan Africa 234

Eastern Asia 167

South-Eastern Asia 65

Latin America/Caribbean 49

Western Asia/Northern Africa 25

Caucasus/Central Asia 6

Oceania 1

Challenges and Opportunities

Poverty creates a context in which numerous problems 
arise. For example, multitudes of men and women across 
the globe enter into prostitution to provide food for them-
selves, support for their children, and money for college 
tuition. In other situations parents have been known to 
sell their children into prostitution in order to survive. 
Human trafficking (defined as the holding of a person, by 
another person, in compelled service) thrives in impov-
erished context, and has become a multibillion-dollar 
business. Poverty is often coupled with a lower level of 
education among the people. For example, one of the most 
impoverished areas of the United States is Appalachia, 
which is also one of the areas with the least education.

Many of us in the West are disconnected from poverty 
in general, or at least from much of the poverty found 
throughout the Majority World. Paul Borthwick made 
several excellent comments and raised some outstand-
ing questions as he reflected on this “disconnectedness”:

The rich-poor gap presents us with many challenges. 
How can Western missionaries be prepared to go to the 



 Growth of the Cities 

Select Countries with Urban Percentage of Population4

Country Percent Urban

Venezuela 93

Argentina 92

Australia 89

Brazil 87

France 85

South Korea 83

United States 82

Saudi Arabia 82

Canada 81

United Kingdom 80

Mexico 78

Spain 77

Russian Federation 73

Iran 71

Turkey 70

Ukraine 69

Japan 67

Iraq 66

Algeria 66

North Korea 60

Angola 59

Cameroon 58

Morocco 58

Nigeria 50

China 47

Sudan 40

Pakistan 36

India 30



 Growth of the Cities 

Countries with the Largest Populations (2015 Estimates)7

Rank Country
Est. Population 

(millions)

1 China 1,378

2 India 1,247

3 United States 323

4 Indonesia 248

5 Brazil 202

6 Pakistan 194

7 Nigeria 179

8 Bangladesh 176

9 Russian Federation 139

10 Japan 125

Cities tend to be defined by their population densi-
ties. According to Robert Neuwirth, “Every year, close 
to 70 million people leave their rural homes and head 
for the cities. That’s around 1.4 million people a week, 
200,000 a day, 8,000 an hour, 130 every minute.”8 Here 
is a glance at the percentage of people living in the cities 
by region of the world:



 Growth of the Cities 

World’s Megacities 2011, 202510

2011 2025

Megacity
Population 
(millions) Megacity

Population 
(millions)

Tokyo, Japan 37 Tokyo, Japan 39

Delhi, India 23 Delhi, India 33

Mexico City, 
Mexico

20 Shanghai, China 28

New York-Newark, 
USA

20 Mumbai (Bombay), 
India

27

Shanghai, China 20 Mexico City, Mexico 25

São Paulo, Brazil 20 New York-Newark, 
USA

24

Mumbai (Bombay), 
India

20 São Paulo, Brazil 23

Beijing, China 16 Dhaka, Bangladesh 23

Dhaka, 
Bangladesh

15 Beijing, China 23

Kolkata (Calcutta), 
India

14 Karachi, Pakistan 20

Karachi, Pakistan 14 Lagos, Nigeria 19

Buenos Aires, 
Argentina

14 Kolkata (Calcutta), 
India

19

Los Angeles-Long 
Beach-Santa 
Ana, USA

13 Manila, Philippines 16

Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil

12 Los Angeles-Long 
Beach-Santa Ana, 
USA

16

Manila, Philippines 12 Shenzhen, China 16

Moscow, Russian 
Federation

12 Buenos Aires, 
Argentina

16

Osaka-Kobe, 
Japan

12 Guangzhou, 
Guangdong, China

16

Istanbul, Turkey 11 Istanbul, Turkey 15

Lagos, Nigeria 11 Cairo, Egypt 15

Cairo, Egypt 11 Kinshasa, 
Democratic Rep. of 
the Congo

15



Pressure Points

World’s Megacities 2011, 2025 (continued)

2011 2025

Megacity
Population 
(millions) Megacity

Population 
(millions)

Guangzhou, 
Guangdong, 
China

11 Chongqing, China 14

Shenzhen, China 11 Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 14

Paris, France 11 Bangalore, India 13

Jakarta, Indonesia 13

Chennai (Madras), 
India

13

Wuhan, China 13

Moscow, Russian 
Federation

13

Paris, France 12

Osaka-Kobe, Japan 12

Tianjin, China 12

Hyderabad, India 12

Lima, Peru 12

Chicago, USA 11

Bogotá, Colombia 11

Bangkok, Thailand 11

Lahore, Pakistan 11

London, United 
Kingdom

10

Diversity

In any given block of a city, one is likely to find the 
homeless, drug dealers, students, and wealthy elite liv-
ing side by side. The city is the stewpot where cultures 
blend together. And though there may be a stereotypical 
superculture—such as assuming all New Yorkers are 
unfriendly—much diversity exists. Paul G. Hiebert and 
Eloise Hiebert Meneses wrote, “We must see the city, 



 

Percent of Urban Residents Living in Slums in 201015

Region
Percent of Urban  

Population in Slums

North Africa 13

Sub-Sahara Africa 62

South Asia 35

Southeast Asia 31

East Asia 28

West Asia 25

Latin America/Caribbean 24

Oceania 24

Wealth

We are often quick to assume that the urban context is 
a place exclusively home to poverty. This is not the case. 
Within the cities of the world, there is a great divide 
between the poor and the wealthy. The slums of the cit-
ies are oftentimes only blocks away from some of the 
most profitable businesses in the world. For example, 
in the northern section of Quito, less than 2 percent of 
the residents are living in poverty. On the south side 
of the city, the proportion of the population in poverty 
skyrockets to 95 percent.16 In addition to the economic 
divide that is often found in the cities of the world, other 
divisions manifest themselves in the social, geographi-
cal, political, and educational spheres of life. Generally 
the wealthy have the most social clout, best locations 
for residence and business, much political power, and 
access to education. Often with little access to these, the 
poor remain locked within the world of poverty.



 Pressure Points

2010–2015 Countries with Longest Life Expectancies8

Rank Country/Area Life Expectancy

1 Japan 84

2 China, Hong Kong 
SAR

83

3 Switzerland 83

4 Australia 82

5 Iceland 82

6 Israel 82

7 Italy 82

8 Spain 82

9 France 82

10 Sweden 81

The countries with the lowest life expectancies can be 
seen below:

2010–2015 Countries with the Lowest Life Expectancies9

Rank Country/Area Life Expectancy

1 Sierra Leone 48

2 Guinea-Bissau 49

3 Dem. Republic of 
the Congo

49

4 Lesotho 49

5 Swaziland 49

6 Afghanistan 49

7 Central Africa 
Republic

50

8 Zambia 50

9 Chad 50

10 Mozambique 51

It should come as no surprise that the nations with 
the longer life expectancies are the more developed 
countries with the best medical practices and technol-
ogy in the world, while those with the lowest numbers 
are Majority World countries with fewer resources.



  

2010–2015 Infant Mortality Rates10

Area
Infant Mortality Rate  

(deaths per 1,000 live births)

World 42

More Developed Regions 6

Less Developed Regions 46

Africa 71

Asia 37

Europe 6

Latin America/Caribbean 19

Northern America 6

Oceania 19

2010–2015 Under 5 Mortality Rates11

Area
Under-Five Mortality Rate 

(deaths per 1,000 live births)

World 60

More Developed Regions 8

Less Developed Regions 66

Africa 112

Asia 49

Europe 9

Latin America/Caribbean 24

Northern America 8

Oceania 24



 

Countries with the Highest Under-Five Mortality Rates in 201113

Rank Country
Deaths per 1,000 

Live Births

1 Sierra Leone 185

2 Somalia 180

3 Mali 176

4 Chad 169

5 Dem. Rep. of the Congo 168

6 Central African Republic 164

7 Guinea-Bissau 161

8 Angola 158

9 Burkina Faso 146

10 Burundi 139

As a child, I remember being troubled to the point 
of tears when I saw television commercials seeking 
money to provide food to the starving children in the 
world. There has never been a time in my life when I 
have known hunger or malnutrition. And for most of us, 
such commercials are simply faces on a screen. The real-
ity is that malnutrition is found in many areas of the 
world today. It often manifests in a slow breakdown of 
the body and eventually results in disability and even 



Countries Most Affected by HIV Infections, 200919

Country
HIV estimated percentage in 2009  
among those 15–49 years of age

Swaziland 26

Botswana 25

Lesotho 24

South Africa 18

Zimbabwe 14

Zambia 14

Namibia 13

Mozambique 12

Malawi 11

Uganda  7

Though the number of newly infected cases has 
decreased worldwide, increases have occurred in the 
Middle East, North Africa, Eastern Europe, and Cen-
tral Asia. While the number of AIDS-related deaths has 
been declining since the mid-2000s, two million still 
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