
disCussion QuEstions

  1.  In this story, Anna was dissatisfied with her life and wanted to 
leave home to try out the “English” way of life. Why do you think 
some teenagers (Amish or English) are anxious to leave home and 
strike out on their own?

  2.  Due to his parents’ breakup, Terry feared marriage and 
commitment. How can a person whose life has been affected by 
a breakup learn to have a meaningful relationship without fear or 
worry that it will happen to them?

  3.  After Carmen was asked to write an article that would shed 
a negative light on the Amish, she came to realize that things 
weren’t quite the way she thought they were. Have you ever been 
asked to do something you believed would please your boss or 
brighten your career and then realized what you’d been asked to 
do was wrong? How did you handle the situation?

  4.  Blaine felt uncomfortable in a group setting—especially when 
he was expected to do something unfamiliar to him, such as 
quilting. Have you ever been afraid to try something new for fear 
of saying or doing something foolish? How can we help ourselves 
or someone we know get over feeling self-conscious when trying 
something new?

  5.  Selma had been holding a grudge ever since her daughter left 
home. This compounded her fear of rejection and lowered her self-
esteem, making it difficult to develop a relationship with others. 
Has a fear of rejection ever kept you from reaching out to others?
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  6.  Cheryl was an only child and felt all alone growing up due to the 
lack of her parents’ attention. Have you ever felt that way? What 
are some ways we can deal with painful childhood memories or 
feelings of rejection from our parents?

  7.  Was it fate or God’s intervention that kept Emma and Lamar 
from going to Florida too soon? Has a reverse decision ever 
opened a door to something unexpected in your life? 

  8.  Carmen felt that too much of the news was based on negative 
events. Would you rather read about tragedies and other people’s 
problems, or do you prefer to read about the good things people 
do or that happen to them? Does hearing about other people’s 
problems make ours seem any less?

  9.  Lamar tried to hide from Emma the fact that his arthritis was 
acting up. Do you think spouses should ever keep things about 
their health from each other?

10. At times Emma felt like she was not getting through to her 
students or helping them with their personal problems. She didn’t 
want to pry, but she hoped they would feel free to share with her 
so she could help mentor them as she’d done with several other 
people who had previously come to her home to learn to quilt. 
What are some ways we can minister to others without prying 
into their personal lives?
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Emma’s applE-Crumb brEad

Ingredients:
½ cup butter
1 cup sugar
2 eggs 
1 teaspoon baking soda dissolved in 2 tablespoons milk
2 cups flour
½ teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon vanilla
1½ cups chopped apples

Topping:
1 teaspoon cinnamon 
2 tablespoons butter
4 tablespoons flour
2 tablespoons brown sugar

Preheat oven to 325 degrees. Cream together in a bowl the butter, 
sugar, and eggs. Add the baking soda dissolved in 2 tablespoons milk. 
Finally, add in the flour, salt, vanilla, and chopped apples. Pour into a 
9” x 5½” greased bread pan. Combine topping ingredients and sprinkle 
over top of bread batter. Bake for 1 hour. 
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